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MAYNOOTH AND THE NEW IRELAND

THE IRISH MISSION TO CHINA,

(By Eamox Durry, in the New York Freeman.l)

The spirit kindled at Maynooth by (’Growney did not
die there while it spread around the island. It had the
qualities of mercy, for it blessed the institution that gave
it birth and gave it to [reland, and it blessed the country
that received it.

I have said that the first and greatest achievement
of O'Growney was that lLe turned the hest brains of the
country back upon its past history. Wlatever he the
success of the propaganda for the revival ol the lanpguage
as a spoken tongue, this first achivvement has produec
a movement whose fruits will rewmain, It has brought into
being a new Ireland.

In no coruer of thie island has the flame of this new
spirit raised by O'Growney burned move brightly and more
steadily thaw in his Alma Matert 1t could not be other-
wise when we reflect that it was gnarded and nourished
there by the cream of the young manhood of Ireland.
They took ap the initiative of O'Crowney enthusiastically.
New classes were formed for the study of the language,
new associations to keep the flame bhurning, new methods
in Irish History studies. They, too, had turned their
minds back on the glovies of ancient Ireland.

In doing so they could not hut be stvuek in a special
manner by the golden poriod of Irish history when she
sent her wissionaries for the space of three centuries and
more in a continuous stream over Great Brivain and the
Continent of Burope. A review far the encouragement
of these studies and for the diffusion of their froits was
started within the colleae by ihe sindents themselves,
and it is suggestive that it ix named in honor of Treland's
two greatest missionavies awd scholars—&8S. Columbeille
and Columbanus—the two Calumbas.  The tColumben fe-
vicle is the worthy organ of this student spirit at May-
rooth, and thoroughly representative of the new move-
ment.

Tho young men whoe were students fram 1805 (0 1910
are now mature men, zealous priests, on the mission, or
professors in their Alma Mater and other collogos.  From
this body has the ilea of the Mavnaoih Mission to China
come.  Siudents of the past. they could not forget or
banish the present and future.  These studics woera not
those of the recluse morelv: they resolved to do something
that would make the Ireland of ihe past live again '
heing priests, their choice lav hut in once direction.

Sn lias the Mavneotlh Mission heen horpn, Muvnooth is
nopreat institution: a professorship there is nn honorable
position and obtained anly alter rigoreus an competitive
examinations. Ireland is now an interesting country. 11
holds many allurcmenis for the vourg man ol education.
for the next score veurs are hound to he one ol the wosi
interesting and fascinatinge periods in eish history, [t
is to be the climax of conturios of sitation aned national
striving.  But down sieps one of the most Dreilliant of
Maynootl’s professors from his ehair in il croat Tnsiiiu-
tron, torns his back on all ilise lewitimate atlurements.
and calls for recruits for a wis<ion {o Clhin,

Immediately he is joined Dy cight ofhers Ttke hims It
They make an_appeal for finaneial help 1o the people of
Treland, and, in tHe first nine wmanths, Teeland, poor, -
poverished, martial-lawed Trodand, respodds v a contribu-
tion of over L£30.000—K150. 000,001 1 BRI \"vt weoare o
he told that this nation is not fiied (o stand on her own
feet and to take her place among ho nations of the cartl
in doing her own work and fuifilling her owy special miz-
sion for the henefit of all.

o This ideal of Treland's miesion o« aonation was iy he
minds of the men who created the Irish Revival,  Tadeed
sinee thew hased theiv ideals of Trish nationality on lee.
land’s past histors as a disijnet nation. thex could have
formed no other concept of her fuiure mission, if she woerp
to remain the sane nation and faithful to lier past,  Foin
LT?NG!I, latoly released from prison, mav he [ake N
fair and distinupishvd vepresentative of the S(.im'”;k (:(: ?;’Hﬁ
thought and striving from whiclh the Irish Mevieal h[”..m',r
He was oue of the pioneors of the movenyent, latm-‘”}:
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But he had, as a young man still in his teens, already

.turned his mind to the study of Ireland’s past history, -

her language and her literature, several years before the
Gaelic Leapue was founded. In the Irish Eeclesiastical
ftecord for December, 1891, he had an article on the -sub-
ject, “Why and Hew the Irish Language Is To Be Pre-
sorved,” in which oceurs the following passage : —

“The destiny of Ireland in the future, as in the past,
secems to be that of a teaching nation. As the overflow of
population carried other races over the globe, so the over-’
flow of national mental and meoral advance has sent, and
we lbelieve will apain send, a stream of teachers and
preachers from Jreland across the seas. Bub to ensure
that result among many desirable results, it will clearly
be necessary to preserve the national character from- any
considerable fusion of admixture with the character of
another less mentally active, less self-sacrificing, and less
morally zealous race.””

The Dublin FLeadrr, after quoting this passage, re-
marks that in the light of the Maynooth Mission it reads
to-day like a propleecy. Be it noted that it was written
by w young man just ont of his teems, and a month or
two after the death of Tarnell when the country was
seething with controversy hetween two political factions.
Be it noted also that to ensure Ireland’s moral and spiri-
tual mission in the future this young man claimed it to
be absolutely essential that she be not ‘‘fused” with an-
other nation, that the “national character must he pre-
served distinet,” and that the only secure means to en-
sure this result is to turn on the past and make it live
again in the organic development of the future. Such
was ihe ideal of the Irish Revival; and it will be seen
at onee that it was absolutely irreconcilable with the
ideal of Treland’s fulure sct out week Ly week by T. I
O'Coanoer in Brynolds's Newspaper.

His ideal was that a future Ireland would send So-
cialists to the British Parliament o help setting up thers
“in fusion”  with  the *‘British Democracy,”” the ideal
state which would he realised in Germany by Bebel and
in France hy Jaurez. Such was the forecast of T. P.
in Reynelds's after returning from a convention in Bel-
fast—at a time when Bebel and Jaurez were the most
rapidly anti-Clristian  exponents of Continental Social-
ism. The two ideals here noted were mutually exclusive;
they begot two tendencies, as we shall see, in Irish poli-
tics, which were hound, sooner or later, to come to grips
for the possession of Ireland’s soul, It is no longer
doubtiul which is going to have it.

FThe Dublin Tewder is not the official organ of any
teazne or association connected with the Revival, but it
imay he said to be the best known and most widely circu-
fated of all the papers that work for an Irish Ireland.
It is a secular. not a religious, paper, and its editor is
a layvman. But it candidly recognises the Maynooth Mis-
sion hoth ns an outprowth of the Irishi Ireland movement
and as & great lmpetus to its success. It has accordingly
wiven great prominence ito the Mission in its columns.
The Tollowing is an interesting item from a recent is-
S -

“The proposition that the Maynooth Mission to China
15 # part of the Trish lreland movemeut may seem at the
firsl mention of it a somewhat far-fetched one, but a
canvineing case can he made out for it all the same. Of
nine priests ronnected with it at present five are fluent
Trish speakers, and the others have at least a bock know-
ledge of Trish.  Sinee the Leginning of the year some of
them have made their appeals in Irish in Irish-speaking
districts; two of the priests have been professors of lrish
in their dincesan collezes.  From a national viewpoint
the Mission helps te place Ireland before the world. Tt
has already done so in Rome and in Ameriea, where the
Bishops 1ake a consideralble interest in it. The Director
of the TPropaganda of the Faith in America writes: —
s Cardinal CConnelt looks with the greatest favor on this
new movement of Trish priests, for we are convinced that
the spirit of St. Patriclk still lives in his sons.””’

In another passage the TLeader wrofe:—

“It is at least significant that the new movement
should spring up in Mayuooth, where the Irish Revival
has heen so strong and so pure since the days of O’'Grow-
ney, and it is signifieant too that the priests connectqd
with the movement have br}c&pl‘ominent in the GGaelic
Rovival either on its intellectual, athletie, or industrial
side hoth within Mavnooth and outside it.”?
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