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CHRISTCIHIURCH DIOCESAN COUNCIL.

PUBLIC MERTING AT TEMUKA;

2

On Wednesday evening, the 21st ult., a public meoet-
ing was held in. the Dominion Theatre, Temulka, under
the auspices of the New Zealand Catlolic Federation, the
thieatre being crowded.  The Temuke Leader reports : —

His Lordship Bishop Brodic was to have presided, hnt
was unable to be present, and the Very Rev. Dr. Kennedy,
A, Christeliarel, did so. Addresses wern delivered b
tho chairman, the Very Rev. Father Coftey, Dincesan Ad-

ministrator, Dunedin, and Messrs. J. T and W. Hay-
ward, Christehmrel. Several musieal items aud a recita-
tien were anterspersed with the speeelics.

The chairman (Very lev. Dr. Kennedy) said in adl-

dition to apelogies from several of thoe delegates, who were
unuble to he present, he had to apologise for 1he abscuce

uf the Bishop, whose pressing duties  detamed hia in
Christehureh. s Lorvdship was the organiser of the

public mectings held In conneetion with their yearly and
halt-vearly business mectings, considering them a powor-
ful aneans of removing misunderstundings and  mistrust.
The wim ol the Catholic Federation was simply {he exer-
ciso ol the right of seli-protection, and surely no one would
begrudge them 1t They wished to give ithe  groatest
amnmut of publivity to the people regarding their claims
and Tobjects. The chairman then bricflv touched on the
topics to ba dealy with by the other speakers. and said he
believed the wmeeting would  achieve  important  results,
which would not be confined to this distriet. or the ssen-

bLly Tie waos addressing. In this favored disteict all de-
nominubions were closely assoclated  with iheir Catholic

veighbors whose co-operation in adl frood works must have

valled torth Lheir admiration. Mueh ot the good  feeling
was due 1o the devoted work of Father Werley, and e

carried on
Father

first to admi
with tho

would he ihe
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that he had anly
traditions =t by the Iaie

fauvel. The chairman then wemt on 1o speak ou the
subiect of Catliolie sehonls, in relation to the State svs-
ten. The raintenance ol thelr sehooks was o matter

that entailed e wreatest anxiety, aud the work of the
Pederation was to lighten the work of il pastors, and
they dul well to coneentrate upen the subject, for it w

the duty of Catholics in fhese thoes to support  thel
schools with all thelr powers Thetr school system was o
voluntary one, and 1t valled ont the foll responsibilities

of pureni~ and Cotholics. Catholies must he prepared to
defend thetr schonl sxstenr, for, heing in suel o minority,
it was o great reaponsibilitye. It wonld be usefnl therefors:
to recapltubite sonwe ol the muain prineiples on which the
xelunl built. Thev  wera mainly el
The word cdoeate meant to develop the whele of the faenl-

syelem was

IREIR

ties of the Tianon beingg, and 1o do oso they must beon
i ehibdlined. No o oone beleved thar eduestion was sim-
ply the storing up of kanowledge.  There was no school

that

syvslom
slinnli]

was truly secnlar, and God forbid that ihere
Fdneation therefore the development of
all uhe faculuies, and there was where the Catholic Chureh

oas

came in. The Caiholic must dedicate his whoele Iife 1o
his Crestor. Whatever von do do 3t for the glory of
Cond. Koowledue  was the poeb oall in all of life, The
Seriton on the” Mount warned them agninst over solici-
tude Tor the perishalile things of lite, aud the Catholie

Chuoreh dooled 1o the spivitual as well as to the material
side o cduention. Seience was 1he servant of humanity.
The Catholic Choreh does ot Timil fer efforts to primary
sehools they aim ol giving higher edncation, and in all
her activities to promote and protect the religion of the

Church. Cathiolies could net countenance a svstem that
dissociated  relicion Trom education. What did ancient
i contemporaey bistory teaeh*  What  was  cormiption
in Government and deeadenee in the morals to he attri-
Buted io ot false svstems of  edueation. Bt had heen
potnted oul that there were greater dangers inoa voung
domoeraey sueh wx ours than in older countries.  Here
1he bhallar hax  decided everyibing, and therefore how
careful shouli he the men when casting his voteo Theee
was o douht that cdueation failed at times, even when
Ssupported by velision. Parents had from Cod and nalire
the cluty o educade  their ehildren  aceording  to their

conscienbious helicfs, In New Zealand the State TEUOEINIReS
this rieht, but v some of its actions it seemed as if in
its heart it would like to lkili it if it conld. Uzlthnh(-_s dao
not deny the vights of the Stato within its own provinee.
They waould rather he prepared to admit that theso should
he enlarged. But they held that the public school systom
wis unjust, beenuse it was only scetional-—hceause 1t was
scotarian.  Let non-Catholies put themselves in (_Jathc:lms’
places, would tliey snhmil tp the treatment to which Cath-

olics were treated? If they were true to themselves they
would not, Catholic duty was clear, and as far as they
were coneerned the struggle was over.  Their schools would
remam opei. As long as there were Catholies they would'
!1:1\-'0,. Catholic schools. As o Now Yealander he was prowck
of s country, and witl: all her faults he loved her. It
2 substantial State grant was to be made to Catholic:
sehools to-morrow, it would not bring into existence one
new scheol in New  Zealand —and he Dbolieved the samo
could be said in Anstralia—tho reason being that wherever
a Catholic seliool  was required one  had already been
ereeted  throueh  the lovalty, devotion, and self-sacrifice
af Catholic parents, The speaker referred to the silence
observed i Parliament resarding  Lhis most important
subject. orliament observed g bhenignant nceutrality, but
Catholies hiad chosen the boetter part which shall ot be
taleen Lo thewm.”  (Applause.)

Mec Wb RO Haxward spoke on the suljeet of “The
Matntenunee of Catholic Schaols,™ dealing with it under
Hiree headings efficieney,  cconomy, justice. Cath-
olies contended that their syvstem was more officient than
the Stete system, inastiueh as it was founded on religion,
amtl no country conld e wreat withont religion.  Catholies
were only one-seventh of the population, vet they had spent
over aomillion of money on their sehools. They owed a
decp debt of oatitude 1o their Lrothers and sisters who

taught 1o their schodls, Thoy  were deeply tudebted e
e Aareist Pathers, P tew dova thev would open ®
codleece ot SE Bedo's Chstelimrelr,  which  had cost

L2000n0, soel wookd sive Catholic boys the opportunity te
cot the highest edueation in their own schools. The Catlie
olic: Pederation vould he proud of having established sev-
ernl scholirships, wnd this year two of the winners of their
rebiolar=lups would he admitted st Se. Bede's College.
Two new Cutbolie primary scliools were shortly to he
openertl i Chrstehueel, 1t had been proved that deno-
mimtbional cducati S cost less than State education, and
from an ceanomic point ol view it would be well to adopt

i Phen o regard to jnstice, Catholies hwd had 1o con-
tribute L2000 Jast vear to the State school system,
amd o she sime fhoee edueate (heie own childron, Was
il juer = As Catholies paid the sane rates and taxes

ascevervone el they shonid Le enditled to the same privi-
The Governmune provided  for the medicdl and
deaial cxanmtnation of chililren aftending State schouls, and

Terpaars

becomtonded that ebiddeen atiending Catholic schoonls wore
cntitbed to e same benedtits. They paid Aheir share of
e voxts Yot some wonld tuke wway even the few privis
e thisy o possesaod Ioowas very different in Seot-
Lived, whiere their selools received the saome treatment as
otherse Thes “lend o pocar aid noble cause to fight for,
aurl would zooon Jishiing until thexy got justice.  {Ap-
pluiee )

Veory BReve Tachers 0 Colfer, Adoe, Thanedin, speaking

on {athohe Clharitable Institntions in relation to the State,
sl —-

Many wmen are apiote ask o nowadays, Ao oy bro-

ther™s koeper s For ous Cotholies there is only one answer
o ihis gquestion. We are our brothers' keepers. Our
loving Muxter and wenths Saviour told His Apostles to
suflor he Iitle children o come 1o Hun.  The Apostles,
with o Loornimge zeal for the labs and sheep of Christ’s

Hock, anade the cave of the poor and the needy their first
care. Al g0 that this werk may not impede them in
their mission of preachinge and teaching in different coun-
trics and  ditferent peoples, they  appoeinted Deacons in
thes various churches in which they taught, whoss special
duty 11 was to look after and provide for the widews and
e orphans.  And as the Chureh came (19\'.‘11 the ages
keeping ¢lose by the running hrook of Christ’s love, her
crandest, sl neblest and proudest heast. were her works
of charity.  This was the mark to which shoe could always
puoint to indicnte that she was the tree Church. In her
orphanages  and  hespitals she placed  all her treasures.
Nt Lawrenre was only one ont of thousands of her saintly
childleen, who. it arked by ihe rulers of this world of dark-
ness, to hand up her great treasures, could produee at
0 moment's noitee, the poor, the feeble, the lame., phe
Blind, ithe orphan, and pointing to them “'.ith Christian
pride, say these are the richest tireasures of the Church.
The work first taken up by the Apostles was passed on
L them to the Deacons, and in course of time it became
the specinl eare of the religious Orders in_ the Church.
Prominent amongst them were the Benedictines, the Cis-
rereinns, Lhe Dominicans, wnl the Fraociscans.  Later on
ihese different Orders attached to themselves mombers of
the third Orders, composed chiefly of lay persons working
in conjunetion with the monastery. Then came the great
lav associations, chief amongst themm being those founded
by St. Vincent de Panl in 1633, This S_ai]lt of Go.d wl.losa
name is a Lhounschold word wherever Christian charity I‘wc.gs
to-day, was one day going through the streets of _I’arls
where he came upon an old eriminal begg_ar maming a
ginall boy thal he might be more useful 1o him in exciting
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