TrURspay, FEBRUARY 5, 1920,

r—

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 27

and beautifully the old tales that mean so much to
Irish culture to-day, yesterday, and to-morrow. This
book will illumine your mind and give you a new plea-
sure in reading many a masterpiece. From. Moore's
pathetic melody, Silent O Moyle, to Synge's immortal
play, Deirdre, there is a long interval with many a
book in the same strain in between. Joyce will help
you to enjoy Synge better as he will give substance
and meaning to the lovely lines of Meore: —

When shall the swan her death note singing
Call my spirit to the fields above!?

When shall Heaven, its sweet bells ringing,
Warm our isle with peace and love?

Fascinatio Nugacitatis

The fascination of nugacity! What a luminous
phrase it is in which the Bible expresses an evil habit
of mind, fruitful with failures, destructive of high
character, fatal to great promises. How nany men
and women who are cudowed by Ged with splendid
talents wrap them in a napkin and bury them because
they ave captivated by the fondness for trifling, for
small ialk, for dilettanteism, and never strive to use
their opportunities for doing any good for themselves
or for their fellows, Tn a few vivid words Dante has
painted a picture of thore whove lives were thus wasted

(e st gminera oo
Tengon Duninee triste i cedurn
(he ricses sencee dufraaion o senzu fodu,
Misehivte suna a quel vattive egio
Sregli cngefi e von furan ribiells,
No fue fedell o i, e prrose fore,
Cvreiorli 160l per wan cxser men holli;
R peofoned fufe s Al rivers
Chve e qlourion & el erelihiey 0 el
Fornior of i dore il mnsde csser pon foasse s
Micorivardio o wfustizin wli sdigno
Now vigioioon i tor, me qirda o Jirtsat

Turn up your Longfellow or your Carev and read
the translation of these powerful lines which su caustie-
ally describe the souls of them that

Revelled beneath the stars,

And slept beneath the sun,

And lived a life of going to do
And died with nothing done,

One other word occurs, and it ix the severcst of
all: T would you were either hot or cold, but because
you are neither Lot nor cold T wil begin to vomit you
out of my moeuth.”’

The Parable of the Talents

The parable of the talents contains a warning and
a lesson for us all. We have two natures, or rather
two sides of one complex nature, to develop, the spiri-
tual and the temporal. Christ’s strong, hard saying
applies directly to those who are neither hot nor cold
in IHis service. Dante’s covers also thaose that spend
their lives in the fascination of deing nothing, whom
he dismisses scornfully with the remark : —

“Let us not talk about them, look at them and pass by.”’

We have incessantly pleaded for activity among
our educated laity in the direction of greater interest
in the Church ard in all that concerns our Holy
Religion. Young men and women who have the ability
could do untold good for God if, instead of wasting
precious time in reading useless hooks and in small
talk, they studied Catholic principles and tried to make
them known to others. They have an opportunity that
the clergy have not. Tn the workroom, in offices, in
casual conversation with their non-Catholic friends,
they must have been struck, time and again, by the
crass ignorance of all things Catholic in the world
around us, Protestants believe the silliest stories about
us. They have been brought up to regard as true the
monstrous fables about our devotions that now and
then we see printed by the unmentionable papers which
cater for bigots. And it is because of their prejudices

hired agitators are able to veap a rich Larvest among
them. There is a large field for endeavor in this re.
spect.  Sound study, zeal for God’s Glory, a victory
over laziness and a realisation of our dignity are needed
for a start. That is one reason why we should conquer
the fascinatio nugacitatis; there are scores of others.
—_—

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

The Sisters of Merey, South Dunedin, gratofully
ackbowledge the following donations towards 8t. Vineent
de Paul's Orphanage: A C., Thames, £1; A Friend,
Taranaki, 10s; To Mata, £1; Mr. . Eunvight, Temuka,
£1 Gs 6. Benefactors are’ remembered  in o the daily
prayers of Sisters and  children. .

It has  Dbeen deemoed inadvisable,  owing  to  the
danger of the spread of influonga, which, in a wnild form,
is somewhat prevalent, cspeeially among  chililren,  to
re-open the schools of the ety for  the present,  The
Christian Brothers’ School did not, therefore, resume on
Taesday as was intended, and will remain closed in the
meantime.

The ericket mateh, Dunedin v, Christian Brothers,
was continued on Saturday on the Calodonian Giround,
under ddeal conditions, and was won Dy the latter team.
The week hefore Christian Brothers wore at the wicketbs
all the aftervoon, and made a total of 207 runs For seven
wirkets. On Saturday thev elosed their innings [or Lhi
total. Dunedin were all out for €2 in their first innings

and following on, made 110 in ihe second, making o total

of T3 Bond and Casey were the Lowlers for the wit-
ning team,

The nsusl monthly mecting of St Joseph's (athedreal
Parish Committee of the Catholic Federation was  held
in StoGJeseph’s Hall after devations on last Sunday ¢ven-
inz. In the unaveidable absence of Viery Rev. Iather
Coffey, Adm. (president), Mr, T. 7. Mugsey presided.  The
seeretary (Mro AL Tarvleton) veperted an the recent half-
rearly mecting of the Dunedin Diocosan Connedl, The
chairman impressed upon the members who are doing the
work of eanvassing, the necessity of completing the re-
turna as soon as possible, and lLanding in the names of
members to enabie the snm due {o the Dominien Courncil
Belng remittod,

A roll of honor o 1those members of St Juseph's hranch
of the Hihernian Soctioty who liad zone to the war, was
unveiled at o pathering at St Joseph’s Hail on Monday
evening,  Owing to pressure on vur spaee o full report of
the proceedings has to be held over till next week.,

Amongst the recent professions which  took place at
St CJoseplh’s Convent. Monut Street, Svinexy. was  Ida
O Connell Gn rellimion Sister Maria Denis o the Infant
Jesus), eldest daughter of Sergeant and Mrs., O'Connell,
bte of  South  Dunedin and  Gore,  and  now of
Waimate,  The teachers aund many frieuds of this yYoung
nun, who is still in her teens, will be pleased te learn
of hier teanster from Sydoney to join the teaching staff of
the Order at St Beonedict’s Convent, Auclland,

There was Exposition of the Blessed Sacramoent at St.
Joseph's Cathedral from the eleven o'clock Mass on Sun-
day, The preacher at that Mass was the Very Rev. Fathor
Ragsiter, MLSS., whoe spoke elogquently and at leneili an
the mizssionary spivit of the Irish race. He instaneed the
world-wide labors of Trish priests. Brothers, and Sistors,
whose devoted zeal for the slory of God and salvation of
souls causcd them to pencirate into the romotest coruers
of the world.  Incidentally Fatlier Rossiter touched upon
the latest phase of Irish missionary cffort—the evangelisa-
tion of Clina by the Fathers of the recently formed Mis-
stonary Soeicty of Maynooth, o religious enuternrise which,
hesides being deserving of every possible fnuneial support,
eotld be greatly lLenefited also by our forvent prayers.
After Compline in the evening, a purticularly fine dis-
course was preached by Rev. Father Falvev, 0P, in
the presence of a crowded congrecation.  Then followed
the usual procession and selemn Benediction of 1he Blessed
Sacrament.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS NEW RESIDIENCE:
CARNIVAL NOTES,

The Carnival committee met on Sunday cvening in
St, Jeseph's Hall, and discussed various details ia eon-
negtion with the undertaking hrought under notice by the
sceretary, Mr. H. Toppelwell.

The old boys of the Christian Brothers’ School, who
are eoxerting cvery effort to make their section of the
Carnival—the side-shows and produce stall—an outstand-
ing success, will be grateful to friends for gifts of any
description. : v

The Carnival will be opened on next Monday evening
(February 9) at 8 p.m. at His Majesty's Theatre and
Annexe,

] I - S '  ECONOMICAL UNDERTAKERS.



