
46 ZEALAND TABLET:
'- What is the longest word in the ; dictionary?—Smiles,because it has a mile between the first and last letter.

"

;--__'. Why are corn and potatoes like Pharisees? Because
they have ears, yet they hear not, and they have eyes,
yet they see not. •• .' ■ :t! " "-.■ '

What makes more noise than a pig under the fence?—

Two pigs under the fence. :

What is stronger than one thousand elephants? One
thousand and one elephants.

SHE HAD NOT THE HEART.
A country woman came along the railway platform

and sat on" a seat beside a hospital nurse who was waiting
for a train. With a sigh of relief sho disposed of her
parcels and umbrella. Then she began"to chat.

"Ah," she said, looking at the nurse's uniform admir-
ingly, "I don't know what we'd do without the likes of
you."

"Oh, you are too kind!" protested the muse. "I'm
sure you do things as worthy every day."

"Not me, miss," said the old lady. "I can kill a
duck or fowl with the —that I admit. But when it
comes to human bein's, my heart fails me."

THE REASON.
"Whatever has happened to all you people?" com-

plained the tourist. "Why, last year, when I came here,
you were all so nice and friendly, and now everybody's
too proud to speak !

The oldest inhabitant solved the problem.
"Well, yer see, mister, it's jest village pride. Bill

Snuff, 'e found a guide-book wot fell out of a motor car,
an' now we know that Winyel's gravel pit's a precipice,
t' old duck pond's a mountain tarn, while Jim's pub's a
wayside 'ostel, an' the 'ole countryside is full o' 'istorical
hanecdotes."

THE HANDY HUSBAND.
When the husband returned from business he found,

to his disgust, that a water pipe had burst. The carpets
were in danger of being spoiled.

"Well, well," said he, impatiently, to his wife, "why
on earth didn't you hammer the pipe up Here, give
mo a hammer, and I'll do it in a twinkling."

He got the hammer and pounded away at a pipe
down in the cellar. When he had finished he paused to
examine the result of his labor. Then, to his complete
chagrin, he heard the sweetly chiding voice of his wife
at the top of the stairs.

"Howard!" said she, "the gas has gone out, and the
water is still running."

Then he sent for the plumber.

SMILE RAISERS.
"Darling, I cooked dinner for you all by myself, and

you've never said a word about it."
"I would have, dearest, but I do hate to be always

complaining."

Patient Parent: "Well, child, what on earth's the
matter now?"

Young Hopeful (who has been bathing with his bigger
brother): "Willie dropped the towel in the water, and
he's dried me wetter than I was before."

Jimmie giggled when the teacher read the story of
the Roman who swam across the Tiber three times before
breakfast.

"You do not doubt that a trained swimmer could do
that, do you, Jimmie?" the teacher demanded.

"No, sir," answered Jimmie, "but I wondered why
he didn't make it four times and get back to the side his
clothes were on."

The police say that you and your wife had some words,"
said tho magistrate.

"I had some," replied the prisoner, "but didn't get
a chance to use them." »

SCIENCE SIFTINGS

Nature's Barometers.
Chickweed is an excellent thing by which to get a;

forecast of the weather. When the flower . expands fully
we are not to expect rain for several hours. Should it
continue in that state no rain will disturb the summer's
day. When it half conceals its miniature flower the day
is generally showery; but if it entirely shuts up, or veilsthe white flower with its green mantle, it is a sign of a 'very wet day. The different species of trefoil always con-tract their leaves at the approach of a storm. So cer-
tainly does this take place that these plants have acquired
the name of the nurseryman's barometer. The tulip and
several of the compound yellow flowers all close before
rain. There is also a species of wood-sorrel which doubles
its leaves before a storm. The banksia, or mountain ebony,capia, and other sensitive plants observe the same habits

The Uses of the Cocoanut.
The Dutch East Indies is tho best instance of theall-round usefulness of the palm. To begin with, cocoa-

nut oil is the chief resource in the way of edible' fat for
the millions of natives, and this is a matter of interest
to us, as one of the food problems before the world is a
proper source of fats. Every part of the tree can be put
to good use. Even the roots have a reputation as a medi-
cine. Tho hard, horny wood is used for native huts or
other cheap buildings. The sweet sap can be made into
sugar. The gigantic leaves are utilised for making bas-
kets or other articles which are intended to last only for
a short time, the stiff ribs of the leaves are made' into
brooms, and the freshly sprouted, and as yet undeveloped,
leaves make a delicious vegetable. The most important
product is, however, the fruit. While still totally unripe,
or half-ripe, the nuts play a great part in native medical
science. The milk is taken by the natives as a cure for
intestinal troubles, and many medicines have, according
to them, to be prepared with cocoanut milk in order to
assure a maximum of curing power. The husk is used for
the manufacture of cord. The hard shell is made, into cupsand other receptacles. It is, moreover, an excellent calo-
rific, and is, therefore, used as fuel. The meat of the fresh
nut is an excellent food, and forms an important part of
many European and native dishes. When kneaded with
water the grated flesh produces an emulsion which is used
as a substitute for milk with many native dishes.

Trees.
The cow-tree of Venezuela yields a milk of good qua-

lity. The trees form largo forests along the sea coasts, and
the milk, which is obtained by making incisions in the
trunk, so closely resembles that of the cow, both in. appear-
ance and quality, that it is commonly used by the natives
as an article of food. Unlike many other vegetable milks,
it is perfectly wholesome and very nourishing, possessing
an agreeable taste, resembling cream, and a pleasant odor.
An enormous age is attained by some trees—notably yews.
At Fountain's Abbey, Yorkshire, the yew trees were old
when the abbey was built in 1132. California has a very
ancient tree in Mariposa Grove. This is a "redwood,"
which is credited with many hundred years. Baobab trees
of Africa have been computed to be more than 5000 years
old, and a deciduous cypress at Chapultepec is considered
to be of a still greater age. Humbolt said that the Dra-
caena Dracq at Orotova, on Teneriffe, was one of the oldest
inhabitants of the earth.

Two Wonderful Clocks.
The clock of the Lyons Cathedral is a wonderful piece

of mechanism, and the legend describing it is as follows:
"The clock crows, the bell sounds the hours, the little bells
the Sancta Spiritus, the angel opens the gate to salute the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the heads of the two lions move the
eyes and the tongue, the astrollabe shows the hours in its
degrees and the movement of the moon. Moreover, the
perpetual calendar shows all the days. of the year, the feast
days and the bissextile. The hours at which the chimes
are complete are 5 and G in tho morning, midday, and 1
and 2 o'clock in the afternoon. The chimes at the other
hours are restricted so as not to interfere with the Cath-
edral service." Complicated indeed is the clock of the
Beauvais Cathedral. It is said to be composed of 92,000
separate pieces, according to a French statement. One sees
on the 52 dial plates the hour, the day, the .week, and the
month, the rising and setting of the sun,, the phases of the
moon, the -tides, the time in the principal capitals of the
world, together with a series of terrestrial and astronomical
evolutions. The framework is of carved oak, eight by five
metres, or 26 by 16$ feet. When the clock strikes all the
edifice seems in movement. The designer wished to depict
the Last Judgment. This wonderful clock is the work of a
Beauvaisian, M. Berite. He died in 1887. ■'-.'-'"■.."-•"■'■/
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