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THE CHURCH IN NEW ZEALAND

e

Lecture delivered in Town Hall, Aucklawd, o November
28, 1018, by Rev. M. Ebce.

{(Concluded.)

The Mass is o sure index o the religion of a people.
Where the Mass is there is Catholicism.  From the Gl
to the 16th centuries the Mass was the contral act of wore
ship of Englishmen. Ln the 16th contury o bhoy nloe years
of age, Bdward VI, was placed on the throne of Pingland.
He was Bogland's first Drotostant Sovereipn s but oas he
was only o child the kingdon was governed Ly o Couneil
compoesed of Protestantis—the first Protestant Goversment
of England—and of it a Protestant histerian R R (1T
couneillors had =hiown themsclves o bo nere creedy selr-
seckers, who under the caise of relicion robbed Gad el
the poor to 6] theiv own pockets.” (Ruvsome, po 1860
ULgual opportunity for all, privifege for nene probahly
was their motte. o il their own pockets” these worthios
sppressed Ahe Meosso veplacing it by the st frafostint
sevviee bouls cver invrodueed o Fogli-limen s of which Ran-
some savs = Within a0 woeelt of it Hest heing rowd e
men of Devonshive and Cornwall were in oo, deinennd o
Pho pestorefion of Phe Muss 0 iendd odl the fimne-fivn e
cervmoan s of thote Btherss IMor iy wecks Ve
Exeters amd when Bossell canue W witle sojie G rmieen
drovps rhews The Gacerament had biscd oae s st
arimy. soostouthe did ey Bold thoier wromnnd that i e
anly after o Bereolv-lonehie batile ar St Maorv's ol in
which the Fngiish Prossaan s astontsboed -
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e suldiors

their steadiness, that the Devonshime onen s ore prt dawn.
T the fighting aog Jess than 1000 e woere Jorlled (NP f
fistory of Eougland. gpl 10651970 T one Flots . un-

cqual. and nsucecest il heht B0 Lrave Dovena Gladd -
Fending the Mass againat hived Gorman cutsthron - (ivr-
man might conguerad Brivish vichit on (he aojl e Fayvshiod
when Fugland was betraved by e lirst Protesiont e
eriment. O Protestactsm, bebold she nposihes !t P
misslanarios that heought e o Bl 1
“the Mass and the tinnelimonol coremonios of
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e fatlieres”

Were CUSvrsaan dienns el i e e i bt Jeviwad
Awd thou arvt net v ta Mol - alien !t ar
wwav ino ol twilicheie of Fwdored Bootere oo
Arthur and Vs kinichis quest e the o Giratl, winre

Alred necfects 1the precinns hrcad on
Athelney peasion, conntloms pricets o SUET
countless altars to alfer Mase with whar, oven (]
the time-lionored coromonion of  ther Pothiers
vears that adorehle Saeritec bas never ccnsed o et
the wimosphere of Fochaoed, withoual o 00 o 1 hing
1t was banishod 1o alloys wed
places hy
tired.”
Nat only Las Cialiodiciem hoen theo relicion of 1ol
whelly or b parts Var 1500 veurss i1 Taid 1] tondas jons
of England's wroninew. Jlor avy s Fosland s wlors
its foundations woere laid Ly oo Cathialic, Admiral I osward,
When the Spanish Arnonela s cd for our slinees, Qneen
Elizabeth, the fist roally responsible Preatentant sovercien
of England, &id all she condd to Boteay Do countey, S
refused money Lo provide Tooed Tfor egr satlors, powder {or
our ships, waves for our officors ani nien. =he
some of our few ships 1o he laid aside s T
Catholic seaman filted them onl wf fy
put theom in the lighting line,  ITe prized Waelind ore
thun wealth, more than 1l Thinkine only af Finglngd,
he swapmered focth in hLis contewpiible Titche henrts ar
otk i e made for the neares Spanish monster, e ling

Loarih of an
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caves i dnnceessille Bidine
o troaps  whon the fovernmen:

ardored
this galian
(R frhiensge ?I!I(f

on its Treels, he elimbed its back, Tie Trake s neclk. Fean
the wvessel thus captured ho Look Fomd aond poveler fop fie
men and his guns, and leaped without fesr ut the nexd

enemy warship.  The elements, adwiring hLis nluck, toolk
a hand in the game, lelped to destroy A1he great Arnauda,
to save Fngland v spite of Profestant Ehzabhoth, to lav
the foundations of the incemparable British Noavy. (e
Lingard.) That day and that man madeo the nohlest o
in the history of England, wade the groatest ol those
sublime traditions that are the soul of Enpgland's navy.
And that man was a Catholic (Ransome, p. 216 —u Caih-
olic at a t{imo when, having Imported a voligion from
Germany, un English foster wmothor conld 1ot hope for
tho survival of her adopted menstrosity unless she oxtors
minated Catholicism with ilie aid of “Clorman trocns whont
the Government had hired.”’

To Catholies, taoo, England owes the bepinnings  of
her overscas Ewmpire. As a marriage dowry Catherine of
Braganza, a daughter of Catliclic Portugal, hrought to a
bankrupt English sovercign £500,000 (about £3,000,000 of
our present money): she brought also Bombay in India
and Tangiers in Africa—a colossal fortune and the secds

—

of an cmpire. (8eo Lingard-—reign of Charles 1I.y Pro-
testants betrayed Calals, sold Dunkirk, lost the American
Uolonies by driving exasperated colonists into revolt, gave
Heligoland to the Germans, Tt was o Protestant Duke
of Albany and a Protestant Duke of Cumberland that,
at the outbreak of the late war, hurried to Germany to
ficht  against England. Exvery Cuatholic that married
imto an Eoplish roval family came to England royally,
brought to Wagland an ubundant fortune. Can as mueh
he satd for the Protestants brought frem abread to ascend
our throne or to marry its cecupant?  Catholicism is alien
neither to ngland nor to New Zealand. T think it
sugurs happily for the Churelr in this yveung country that
alniost the first colonists brought to jts shores for the
settlement of Taranaki wore men from Devon and Corn-
wall—doescendants of the brave fellows who in the 16th
contury fought the hired Germans in defence of “‘the Mass
mired Lhe time-honored  eetemonies of their fathers”: for
mospite of onr free, secular, and campulsory education
peeple some day will come to know the listory of Fng.
land,

HisTiop Pompallice and hix collenynes are too near us
to hogrent: hut the agihentie story of Patriek's’ apostolic
Lilors for Ireland surpass iho grand epie of the planting
of the cross in New Zealund by Joln Baplist Francis
Pompallier i no way save only the gratitude of the land
of his love,  So veung is {he Chureh in this country {hint
Ve glorions past is hardly vot dissevered from the Present :
there dive to-ay some wlo were privileged to kuew tho
Apestle of New Zealand,

New Fealand entered into the Livearchical lite of the
Clirvel i 1814 twa years Tater a Dierarchy was rostored
te Fngland. T would, I think, he safe to say thut since
1530 1he Cathinlie Chureh in Eugland has weleomed inte
Pew duld ot least a millian converts taken from cvery
state and condition of 1ife, including a representative of
the roval Familv—Princess Taa. During tho same period
America has seen its Catholicism expand in greater meas-
e Ton New Zealand, however, conversions of Protestants
are temarkalily fow, We seem content to retain these
ot Cathiolics whose own fidelity or the Chureh's wateh-
tabness keep them within the fold. Tt is ne part of my
i tomnicdit to diseover why conversions aro so few hero
cormbared awith Fagland and  America, But it must be
sali of these twa countries thag great results are tlhe
Iruits of areat offorts,

Tuo expand. the Chorell st have light: she is o plant
divinely <ot to which darkiness spells death. Qur first duty
tnwards the Chureh, therefore, is to spread light—to -
nart knowledge, to promote education. Darkuess is the
Churel’s oroatost onemy, ipgnorance ler greatest obstacle,
Look Tk to the great Bolshevik movement of the 16th
contiury, called the Reformation : look back o every schism
and heresy, they were patrons of darkness. they harvestod
in the nicht, they spread where iunorance was rife, where
cdieation was least advanesd.  The Greck schism found
its victims chicfly among the iliiterate Balkans and the
funorant mnsses of Bussia.  Protestantism reaped its une
hinpy harvest, net in the countries of the Renaissance,
ot in the conntries where the new learning made greatest
stricles. Lt in semi-harbarous  Prussia, in half-edueated
sdandinavis and Denmark,  What about England? My
statement s oas trne of Nogland as of the rest of the
world, Protestantism could got no foeting  in Tngland
pntil onry VI and others, by robbing the Churceh and
the cnildss had ruined  wduestion, had banished learning,
il opened England’s doors to the darkness of fenerance
under the wewis of whiclh Twresy spreads. Tn the 1500
ventory Fovland ranked with the most Tearned countrieos
i Ale workl, and therefore was Catholic: from the 16th
rocthe 19th conturies intelloctual darkness intensifod. Tongr-
Pl ranked pmong the most unedueated  countries  of
Furope. anld heresy revelled within her bhorders. During
the past 75 vears eonsiderable oducational facilitics have
heen given to the people of Fogland., and with the lizht
of retrpuing knowledge a million of them have discovered
a path to “the Mass and the time-lonored coremonios of
their fathers.™

It is the nature of darkness to obscure. 8o obscured
areothe minds of sume people in New Zoalund that they
see inoa German piano a terrible menace to the safety
ol our conntry; but they see no menace in socinty with
a Goerman patron. The Orange Society in Auckland Las
at least one of its ledges (Noo 70) placed under the pat-
ranaee of, and dediented to, that German, Martin In_:tlu_\r,
whom the eox-Kaiser deelared to Le his teacher, his in-
spiration, his moral guide.  Numeroug memorials of Luther
have been jettisoned by Protestants in Englaxl and the
United States of America; Anstralin cxprossed dislike of
Lutheran churches; New Zealand prew atarmed at the
presence of a piano with its formidable array of padded
hammers; Auckland Liedertafel discarded its name; but
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