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WHAT IS SINN FEIN?

Binee the Declaration of Independence of the ILrish
Republic ihe press has had much to say of Sinn Fein, Im-
perialists cloud o great issue by harping on the excesses of
individuals, and characterise the Sinn Fein movement s
adicalism of overy shade and color. Aimnericans ill ac-

nu I'ein as the nawme

guainted with [rish history think of
of a political party, and criticise it favorably or unfavor-
ably, aceording to their political views, Sinn Feiw is bigger
thaun any movement and deeper than any political tenet.
1t is tho cxpression of a nation's soul, just as the declar-
tion of Independence of the thirteen original colonies was
the expression of the Ameriean soul. The Dublin Repubfie
editorially shows the irue meaning of Sinn Fein: —

AN enemy possesses our shores, compelling our accept-
anee of his forms of covernment even to the sending ot
our chesen representatives to his Pavliament, where they
become corrupted  and  where the separate  identity  and
thoucht of Trelnnd is lost. Tt is therefore our Rrst dury to
cure this Jlt by to aceept the enemy's forms of
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FEUEW =N NOVIEAWS THE NTAW RIS
PROIPOS AT S,
Thoe des inaeripiilons of the Foslisl s are admit-
tine that Trcland has broken Beiyd veroin Anerica.
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curren Cresli the vitvet that eontinuanee of  the
war agninst decland iv laving on the adwds of the piost
ardent Friewds of Vnelowd o that conntry, They soe
around them oL L a0 regime which would ot e taloratel

for w monment by white peaple in any ather portien of 1he

British Y¥wmpire. The rale of Lord Freonele and Mo,
Maepherson™ ds, 0t savs. a omaster outrage which  waos
almest bound te j_ﬂmiu(‘u Aocrop of onlrages o thio ather

side”’  As lony as Boelislo cooreion in Treland eonkd e
kept hidden from ihe world the Euglish pross aotively or
passively condoned that coercion. Bui the ol Goies
gone.  President e Valera and the Sinn Fein members
cencrally have seen to it that cvery act of English agerons-
sion in Treland is blazoned 1o the world, and eventnally
even Englishmen have heen compelled 1o adiit their savage
domination of the Irish nation.

Yot it s this same England whoso regime “would pot
Lo tolerated for & moment by white people in any other
part of the Dritish Twmpire’” whicl is now for the thon-
sandth time arranging an Irish settlement. Having hound
and pgagped tho democracy of Ireland,. England sct up a
Cabinet Committee which is already reported to liave found
a solution. The solnlion consisls 11 o Parliament for all
Lreland, of which any county can voto itself. The countivs
which choose so to vote are to have a governing authority
elected by themselves, and both that auvthority and the
remnant of the ‘‘Parliament’”’ are to be subjeci to a body
to be nominated by Lord French and Mr. Maopherson,
the very couple whose rule is admitted in the press of Eng-
land itself to be a ‘“‘master outrage.’”” This gorgeous ‘‘solu-
tion’ lias been come to after & month of secret conniving.
During that month the goodwill of England was shown
to us in a multitude of acts of aggression, comprising 99
arrests, 62 suppressions, 181 raids on private houses, more

than a score of armed assaults oun civiliaus, and sentences
totalling for that one month ahove 11 years and two months.
In these circumstances it is not necessary even to state
that were the “solution’” just discovered the widest of ail
measures of self-government it would be rejected with a
national anger unsurpassed even in our history., As it is,
the ‘‘settlement’ whielt the Cabinet conuivers aro reputed
to have preduced is not worth even a moment’s anger hy
oue Irishman., The thing is not even a zood joke, though
it might become such if Eungtand’s political engineers lhave
the hardihood to endeavor to impese it upon a nation
which has made up its mind about what it wants, and is
muking up its strength to make sure of getting it.

STRANGLING IRISH SHIPTING.
An ceffort is being made to strangle dir
twoen Ireland and Ameriea. The allepation is made in a
letker addressed by Messrs, Sean T, O'Cenllaigh and (.
Gavan Duffy, to Mr. Frank L. Pollk, chief of the American
Commission to negotiate peace; Ambassador H. C. Waliaco
and Ambassador J. W. Davis. Accompanying thoe letters
are documents dirceting how  American sailors touching
Ivish ports are to be {reated by the Irich authoritics,
CEngland heretolfore,” they say, Chas controtled com-
meretal relations hetween the two countries by
Trisli ports,

ect shippiug he-

sealingz up
This compelted Amerfen to teade with Treland
only througl English ports.  Fngland thus was able Lo cnl-
lect approximately 13 cents on overy dollars warth  of
frade hetween Treland and  Ameries, Lately  Irish and
American commercial interests have estahlished tlireet trael
S rontes to o eliminate this British exploitation.
s adrewdy shown her active hostility to this Ivisli-Ameri-
exin comervial arrangement inomany wavs,  Tho case of
the American-owned s5. Lake Gretna is an example. 'Flhis
vessel arvived with {ull careo for Dublin and Boeliast, hnt
could take no return eargo hecause the Duhlin agends and
the American Consul were prevented from getting cables
thronzl to the United States,”  The statement hepe re-
erates the faets already pubdished with regard  to  the
clitres i respect of a0 consignment of seale.  “The Torj-
tish Government openly showed her offorts o strangle direet
connnervial relations botween Treland and Turone wlhon sho
Peted s vatiee that permits would he granted for (he ox-
port from Treland on license of a limited number of horses
wred enttle for the devastated areas of Belgiun and rrane,
hee the exports must be sent via British ports,
direct frowm Freland.”

The covering letter sent, with the text of (he seeret,
erider avainst Ameriean sailors, to Messrs. Tolk. Wallace,
amd s Davis, vead as follows; — ' Hisg LIixcelleney Huch €.
Wallace.  Awbassador of the U.S. of Americn.,  Paris.
Vour Exceelleney —We have the honer to transmit to veu
herewith copy of seeret instructious issued officially.
. As vour Fxeelleney may be aware, a vigorous effert
oo heing made L L to revive direct commereial rela-
tiotts between Ireland and the U.S. of Amerien. Alrendy
these efforts inve met with considerable success, and 1.4,
steaniers daden with Awveriean cargoes are now alling at
the Trish ports of Dublin, Belfast, aud Cork. Fonglish com-
mereial fiderests have for so loug controlled and oxploitod
the trade hotween Amerien and Ireland, out of whicl thew
fimve derived cuormous profits, that it is not surprising
that these fnterests view with grave concern the passing
from them of this contral, and the development by Amoeri-
cian copnnercial interests of closer and direct relations with
Teeland,  This attempt to ionterfere with Ceflorts o
revive and develop the eloser commereial relations of Tree
land with the VLS, of America, to the profit and advanta
af hoth countrivs, s deeply resented i Treland, 18 s
migniticant that these fnstenetions refer only to ships aing
the Aweriean flag, and we feel fully assured thad it is tor
the purpose of refaining in England, for Tonehsh intorests
and to the exclusion of the T8, of Ameriea, 1he profits
derived  from  Trish trade, that these instructions  are
imsued,” The Ietter was signed by Messes, Sean T O Ueal-

Lt and Gl Gavan Duffs,

Iinedand

and noet

The Rev, Father Howlett, O.M.I., one of the hest-
krown and revered of men in Grigualawd Fast, South Af-
rica. died there on August 29, Father Howlelt went to
Criqualund 86 vears aro, and. as the local newspaper ae-
knowledees, during all that Tong period lie was the spivitial
father and fast friend of his flock, and was respected Ly
all professing other religicus beliefs, among whom he Il
many friends. Te him no man was outlside the pale: all
wera present or potential Christians. Yuollowing in the
footsteps of the Master, Father Howleit ““wont about
doing good,”” and his death leaves a big blank in the
religious life of a community that, heing on a frontier
dividing Christianity from heathenism in South Africa,
has great need of the consolations of the Hely Catliolic
Faith.
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