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OUR ROMAN LETTER

(By "‘Scorrus.”)

MONSIGNOR O'RIORDAN.

(Concluded from last week.)

Though ltaly’s participation in the struggle made
matters appear more difficult for Mgr. O'Riordan and lis
College, cspecially for the first couple of moenths, the civil
authorities secmed to grasp the situation and certainly
showed an amount of consideration that could net have
been expected towards people who had taken no pains to
manifest sympathy with the Allies, however keenly they
might bo interested in the cause for which the Allies said
they were fichting. But it should be remarked that while
Mgr. O'Riordan had his own views as to the merits of
the case, e repudiated the idea of being pro-German and
objected to Dbeing called so.  As nearly as possible his
attitude may be summed up in words which he often re-
peated to me:; “Two big bullies are up against each
other—T hope enct will get a good conling and he taught
a lesson.’  He did ot wish to sea Germany victorious:
neither did Lin like te think of England coming forth from
the arena with frezsh lavrels and added glory. But as he
was certainly not pro t. and as no Englishman eould
gee the possibihiey of o half-way house Detween this and
rank pro-Germanism, he was nsually claseed amangst thnue
having tendencies or cympathies in the Jatter direclion.
1 often mentioncd this aspecet of the case to him. and
jokinghy remarked fo Inm that he might as well be hanged
for 2 sheep us for a lamb: 1 can’t Dhelp that.” was his
usual reply. “if people will not use their reason the loss
is their own.”  On the whoele, bowever, the frst year and
a-liall of the war chded by without moel incident as far
as he was coneerned, and there was little appavent likel:-
hood of his heing drawn inte i{he vortex when the Tasler
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siin of 1916 rase hrightly over the hillltops of Treland
and ushered in another dav o owiih anether dacs work e
da.

Tuto ihe ansiciies veeasioned by that memorable event
there ix wo neid to coter Yirther than to observe that ue
Trish newspapers were allowed to reach vs o several
weeks, so thut we had te depend tor information oo what
wag wired out heve by the London press ageneies,  For-
tunatelv. as it happened under the clreumstances, we Dhad
ot been aceusivined 1o expeet o whale ot of traih from
thiese: and thoeretore, though they had much w teli of the
thoroughness with which the Sinn Pein venture had heen
suppressed. we were slow o aceept all we read and were
inclined te lape that when the actual facts reached us
the reality would he Found to have been less ugiy,  Such
hopes were docmed to dissppuintnent in a way that remls
ers can easilvimagine: and almost at onee the whole series
of eveuts iu Ireland Ted to a situntion here which sl to
he faced sconer or later. Virst of all there were a nmme
her of Irishmen in this city who thought they were doing
a service to God. a supposition some of them entermain to
the present day, by making it appear that the Sinn
Teiners and their svmpathisers were a pack of corner hoys
and rewdios with lutle respect for God or country and
secondly  their views were carclully taken up and  added
tooand ventilated v Eaglislt people fu high position and
of consideralle dnfnenee who did not hesitate o proclaim
1ha urgeot need of ceclesiastieal intervention for the por-
puse of enehing the unbearvd-ol andacity o any elimrehman
wha shenld venture o a o owaord dor the enlpriis,
The eutspoken langvnee of the Bishop ol Limoerick natur-
ally sincled b out bor special artention.

Wighily or wrongly Mueo O'Rierdan Iad lang felt that
Dr. O Dwyer's reputaticn had suffered unfairly v Romo
owing to the attivnde he had taken up a goneration ago
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o reference o the public polivy of the day,  With this
ju mind Tie had heen aeenstomesd for somoe vears to hove
the Bishop's Taaen Pastorals and {he Hke turned intoe

Ttalian and pollished o Bome snd new that the Bishop
had by his outspoken <tamd drawn down on his devoted
head the ive of those whoe onee wsed to elap him oan the
hack for what they belivved to he lis adliesion to Fnglish
e i Irelaned. bt whe new went abont proclaiming that
they would see he was removed from his diccese or nde
to eat his words, Mer, O'Riordan made up his mind that
something had to he done to elear the air and cope with
the situation that had arisen and might easily lead to
grave conseqnences if allowed to pass unnoticed. Natur-
ally no defeuce of the Bishop’s attitude could he of much
vialue without an intelligible exposition of the causes that
Ied up to it and the events that attended it; and as I
was at the time a fairly diligent student of the London
Times and other Lnglish newspapers for the truth that
was in them—and for other ihings as well,—he desired
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me to wmark and preserve cverything that could throw
light on ilie subject, while he tried as best he could to pro-
cure such information as the censor allowed to come from
Lreland.  Ho was actively engaged in puiting this mater-
ial togetlier when I happened to fall seriously ill, and for
a couplo of months neither wars ner the ruinors thereof
troubled e except in dreams. When 1 had struggled
slowly Dack to life and conscicusness he showed mo the
result of hig labors in a pawmphlet of 43 pages beautifully
printed and turned out, entitled The Recent Insurrection
v Ireland o An Feposition of Tts Causes and Conseguences

Drawn Prom Official Sources and From Eaglish News-
prpers. It wus not puhlished, nor was it expesed for sale.

It was simply handed or posted as a private memoran-
dum to those likely to Dbe interested in the question or
infiuenced by the erisis, or who might be called upon in
their official eapacity to cxamine ihe situation with which
it dealt. The pamphlet, whiclh from the color of thoe cover
antd ceneral get up soon came ta be ealled “The Red Book,”
attracted much attention, diplomatie and otherwise, and
led to not a little puashing of teeth. Complaints poured
in on all sides and from all sides;, and the step was bluntly
characterisedd as a Dblow aimed at the Allied ecause. A
writer who has sinee been using the colomnys of the MWars-
ey Post Jor atuaeks on Mgaro O'Riovdan and his Collegs
vihementhe abjected  to the pamphict as political™  on
the coround that (e oxpression “serap of p:l]u‘l"e was userl
inoveterenee o ceriain broken pledges made 10 Trelond,
forvetting Tor the moment that the same expression hard
Leen Ercliom!™s trimp card o working np o case agoinst
Ceerany e bt as usygal, any word in fuver of Treland was

mere cpolities” even thoush the same word nsed  for
pitrpees Gf Finghisb propawanda was “patrietism.” An-
vther  eminens Foclishman hitterly lainented  that  the

pamphlet oifended asainst all laws Doth eivil aud ceclesias-
vieal, Basine his statenwent oo the fact that being printed
is o private wmemoerandum e bore neither imprimatur nor
printer’s nane, The manager of the Reme branch of
a well-kunan Beleian publishing house who doubtless wonld
eon=itler 10 1 hejuhe of patriatism for Trish priests to
prrehase the g al productions ol ihat lhouse, [reely

coterrabned By clients willn dennneintions o Ahe CRed
Boale, wliieh Yo charaererised as o irallorens act against
the weiier's sddbedhoad b Threals too were frecly indalged,

avdd lor onodinee it was gleelully told round Reman  tea-
tables thav 3 O Rierdan aud those assoelatod with hine
hanished from the suered soil of Rowe.  Ap~
parentlv the intervention of ihe Ttalian eivil or military
authorities was invoked, wnd the poliee made some efforts
i0 trace ihe printer: bt they did not seem to lave their
Liert it the task. and leok vo further action bevond that
oF closine the post to e pamphlet. About the time these
made e drew up oo s<hort neote, a
my o possession. indicating the scope
CBed Book.” oas follows:—

were ta ho
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which is in
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11 is o doewment for private distribution.  There
T TN wlhiel has not been abready published in
I il either G official documents ar in the newspapers;

Sltis compesed af (13w literal translation of part of

AMre. Burreil's ovidenee given before the Royal Commission
af Dinoniry into (he canses of Lhe insurrection in Treland;
ey Then a lieral translation of the eorrespondence
between the Biskop of Limeriek and Siv John Maxwell;
sy Then o Ureral dranslation of several passages

fronn oflicial veporis, Frow pewspapers {(in almost every
case Foadish pewepapersd, Preme specches by MMr Asquith
el Totters Veam oa Tew miliiary officers;

et P vennark< of Foglish newspapers on the com-
et sneeested be A Blosd Georpe, proposed by B,
Seanitl, aceentel by the Trish Party, and then broken
v Mo Asounlhl”
T Qoo thme G the some vear he drew upoand printed
for private nee oo statement of the facts regarding the

question of the chaplains in the British Army. The step
wne rendered noeessary by an offort that was being made
with some ctecess Both at lome and in Rome to show that
Worhere was o shiortace of ehaplains the fault lay with
(e Trish clerev, whoo it was alleged, and urged, had failed
to o their doty i the maiter. Various hints and o know-
Ledie of the aetual Faets fed Mgr. 0'Riordan to conclude
{knt the offorl smonnted to an atlempt to distract atten-
{ion Yrom thase really responsible by drawing a red herring
across the troil As o samnle of the methods resorted to
it will e eneugh to mention that one of the statements
of a semi-official natwre brought to light was to the effect
that the Maynooth Mission to China was simply a dodge
to enable Irish priests to avoid conseription!

Tt was mv intention to devete part of this sketch to
same account nf his literary labors and kindred activities
in Rome; but 1 find the pages already written have out-
grown the usual limits, and 1 cannot expect the reader to
hear with me if I continue just now. Accordingly I must
postpone this subject for cemsideration at a subsequent
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