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IRISH FUND
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The follewing circular letter has been sent to his clergy
by the Archbishop of Weliington: —

Archbishop’s House, .
Wellington, December 12, 1919.

Dear Rev. Tather,—I have just received from his
Grace Archbishop Mannix a letter reminding the delegates
to the late Irish-Race Counvention how desirable it is to
have immediate pction taken in every dlocese to honor
the pledge of that Convention.

The success of $hat great Irish mathering is on cvery-
body's Iips, and the lesson it taught will not soon be fore
gotten by friend or foe.

But the work is ouly hulf comnpleted. The delepates
‘who filled the Auditorium spoke for the Irish race in the
Commonwealth and in the Dominion of New Zealand.
No uncertain message did ihey send to Ireland and to
ireland’'s chosen leader, Famon de Valera, but they also
passed, with equal unanimity and centhustasin, the fol-
lowing resoluiion, while {hey pledeed Australia and New
CZenland to pgive effect Lo il -

SPhat o Australasisn Paud be opened fo belp Hhe
preple of Ireland 4o press 1o » successlud bsue their lewi-
timato clabm to self-determination.  Fhat the Archbishop
of Melbourue, the Hon. John Meagher, Bathurest, New
South Walex, and Count O'loughlin, K.C.5.G., Vietoria,
be treasurcrs of the fund, and thai 1he BDominion of New
Zealand awd the =tates of (he Comwonwenlth be invited
to urganize loecal elforts in support of o Central Fuandl”

It now devolves on s o ecarry out that resolution,
and by a systetmatic clori 1o make the Aunstrafasiao-Trish
Fund worthy of the Convention and of the cause. Euach
State will orcanise its own fund, with its own treasurers;
the Dominion of New Zealand will do likewise, anrl all
the local funds will be transmitted as carly as possible {o
the three treasurers appointed by the Conveution, as the
trustees of the Ausiralasian Central Fund.

It has been sugpested that the most eonvement way
of giving ilie people an opportuniiy ol supporting the Con-
vention appeal would be tlut cach Bishop should invite
his own priests Lo organise parish collections.  The various
societies which were represented at ihe Convenlion would,
T aw sure, gladly uvuderrake to make & personal appeud
to all those who are in svmpathy with Treland's aims, I
desire myself te act on that suggestion, and 1, therefore,
ask vou to be good enoush (o erganise a local committee
to solicit contributions within your own parish. The people
are only waiting for an opportunity to hounor the pledee
of the Couveniion. awvd the seoner that opportunity is
given them the beiter. Tt is most desirable that, so fur
as possible, all contributions should reacl the Central
Fund by tle end of February noext

Thore will. I trust. be o healthy rivalry inon good
causo hetween the different States and dhaceses amd parishes,

feel sure that New Zealand will do her patt nebly
to make the Irish Fund a geeat suceess, and T eonfidently
rely upon pricsis and people 1o he prompt and generous,
as they have always beens in the hour of Treland’s need.
[ am, Hev., Dear Facher,
Sineerely vonrs,
B Praxcis Repwoon, S,
Archbishop of Wellington.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

_As wo weré absent until after Christinas, and as no
mail was sent to us while away, wo take this occasion te
thank our numcrous friends for their good wishes and
kind wmessages during the past two weels, and to wish
to every one of them a New Year rich with peace and
blessings. We thank all Tablet readers for their loyal
support in the past, and it is a compliment to them to
say that we feel we may count on it in the future. It ig
not at all unlikely that we shall want it, and that we
shall all need to stand fast together.

The KEditor regrets that he has been unable to deald
persenally  with a gréat number of letiers addressed to
this column during his absence. On looking through the
innumerable comnnunications awatting him, he found that
in nearly all cases tho questions had an actual. interest
about clection time, and that there is nothing to gain by
zoing back over them now. If any letters that needed
an answer were mislaid, the Editor hopes that the writers
will be considerate enough to remember that there was an
accumulated mass of letters, papers, and MSS. dating
Lack over dweo months o be dealt with. and thal somme
things suay have fonod their way into the W.EPB. which
did areb belonge 1 hre.

LB Letter reecived s Lhanks Tor enclosed  verses, A
IHappy New Year Lo you.

Ixouinkn.—Yes, it is nob unusual to grant o dispensation
from abstinence from meat on occasions on which a
lavga mumber of people might suffer cousiderable in-
convenienes i o dispensation were pranted.

PolM L =To tell the truth, we did not worry about the
Prohibition vole ub all.  Like most peopls, we lock
ib oo casy.  Of course, it is 2 womran’s vote, speaking
cenerallv, Tho voting of the soldiers last April re-
vealed that fact. It does scem a strange thing after
that revelation that the men of this Dominion should
s0 tamely submit to be governed by women. No mat-
ter what pledpes we get, no matter what other people
say, wo would never for a moment consent to put it
i the power of politicians to control the right of a
priest in ecelebrate Bdlass.  As for the atlacks made
mi us by the person whom vou ention, we enly
Loghed at them and him, They supplied their own
best answer and were bheucath contempt.  They were
axactly what we should have expected from that quar-
ter. The only Dry District mentioned in the Bible (as
far as we temember) 15 Hell, And from all accounts
Dry Distrieis in {he United States are a rather fair
imitation of the original.  Our Lord and Master made
wine and gave 1t to others {o drink. That is surely
coud enough for ordinary Cathelics 1o go on with.
No deuht, did He lve to-day, Throhilitionists would
dencaues Him as they deaounced  Cardinad Gibbous.
Arvehbishop Treland was decidedly not o Probibilionist.
in thoe volume he plih!ih]w(l as containinge Lis maturs
apinion on guestions of the day, he said clearly that
right reason and religion prevented Tim frem haviag
anviling to do with the extremisis, and he made it
clear that his strictures on saloons referred o the
ahominations peeuliar to Ameriea. No  seeond-hand
Prohibition quotation is of any valno against the first-
rate evidence of the book to whieh he put Lis name,
with the nssuranee $hat it eontained his deliberate
opinim:s.

Beath's Wopder Value. Au AN-Dritish dne govpe
Silh-fimizhed Lisle Threpd Stocking,  Per-
Feetly sepwless fegs and Teet; sphived heels
el toes, with extra wide doubie suspender
tope. T Black, Nivwer Hrows, Light ond
Paode Tans, Tight ol Dack Greys, Chum
pogne, Whaki, Navy, Baxe, Light and Dark

Mole, Suede, and White .. 4/11 pair

"“Holeprool ' All'Wool Cashmerc XHose, teine
Fyresmi fect, toes and beels,  Black only—

6/11 ™

Beath's— The Hosiery House

fuy al these prices for future wear.

The values arve good.

Light-weighl. ' Heoleoraol’' Cotton Hose, Jdeep
clagtic Tibked suspender  tops, very  Ligh
reinforced heels and tocn,  Bliclk osnly-—

4/11 ™"

Milanosa Laklre " Holeproof”? Lisle Hose, doubde
gnspeuder topy, spliced lecly, fcet and toes.
Tu Black, While, Pearl Greoy, Guametal, and

Nigger Browh .. se se 5/11 pair

¢‘Holeproof?? Hosiery maked hmndreds of lasting
fricnds every year. Do you know ita beauty and
durability ¥

Beath & Co. Ltd., Mail Order Drapers, Christchurch

F. A. LAWS, The SPORTS HOUSE, 29 Courtenay Place, Wellington. Also at Riddiford Street, Newtown.
THE BEST CRICKET MATERIAL can always be obtained at our Premises in COURTENAY PLACE, or
st our Branch House in RIDDIFORD 8., NEWTOWN. Sporting Grods of every description stocked by us,

eigethet with a varied and choice vaunge of Ladiew’ Handbage and Travelling Requisites. ::
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