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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

(By the Rignr Revegenn Moxsignor Power, V.F., for the N.Z. Tablet.;
(24) THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS THE OTHER MARKS.
THE MARK OF HOLINESS.

'

The Catholiec Church is the one, unbroken
Church of Christ that has come down to us
from Apostolic times; therefore, she is holy
in her Founder. - Nothing could be holier
than her purpose, which is the sanctification
of the souls of hLer children., The means
whieh she uses in carrying out this purpose
are holy. Holy are the szeraments with
which Christ dowered her, and which she
has preserved in all their purity. These she
has at all times defended and protected. 1t
is by means of these she produces holiness
in her people. History atlests her stiogeles
in the duys of her infancy with Justful Lines
and a licentious soldiery, how she overcnme
them all, and gained her oreatest victory by
turning many of thew into saints. In the
view of history she hus been the constant
upholder of a high morality, never swerving
from her path, defying ulike both bribes and
threats. The world still admires and won-
ders at her high morni staidards. Indeed, a
chief complaint of the world iz that these
standards arc in their esscnce above the
powers of human nature.  But she will never
lower them, for she hus forces within herself
to raise her children shove nature. To earh
several child of hers, ler constant Iy s
“ascende superius.’ highor still! ITistory
marks the sound principle wpon whisa all
her sanctity is based, that Taith withont good
works is dead. History declures that it was
she who tanght the purity of marriage and
the sacredness of the home: {lut it was sha
who gave birth to the virein-hands that fol-
low the Lamb whithersoever He wues, tha* it
was she who produ-ed the pricsthood {hat
has girdled the ear:lh with the Holy Mass.

And what Listorv attests for thn ~ariy and
succeeding ages, the current news in the
daily press witnessos to in this adulerovs
and sinful generation. Who stands by the
fount of the race 1o-day? Who is the de-
fender of marriage? Who confronts tyranny
in high places, and in defence of marriage
braves imprisonment and fine? Who has
Christian schools to mould her youth te
sanctity? Who but the Holy Catholie
Church alone? No wonder she should have
saints, no wonder she alone should be the
mother of seints, no wonder that those out-
side her fold, when they would honor sane-
tity realised in holy lives, must come to her
to borrow the names of her heroes, the ath-
lotes of Christ! She alone has been able to
produce and hold up to the admiring gaze of
the world men and women and children who
have been eminent for holiness in all ages.
Thus she manifests herself to the world as
the unspotted Bride of Christ, the Blessed
Vision of Peace, the Holy Mount of Sion.

The names of her sain¥s are ‘sweet as
honey in every mouth, and as music at a
banquet of wine.”” In their lives they show
the beauty of the life of Jesus, and make it
eagy for us who love them to walk in the way
of perfection. They make us ashamed of our
sloth and stimulate us to hetter things. They

keep the power of Jesus Christ still with us
to strengthen human life, and foster in us
the love of God. They are the light of the
world and the salt of the earth. They teach
us that holiness does not depend on eircum-
stances of place, of birth, or education, but,
under God’s grace, on our own individual
will fortified by prayer, discipline, and the
Sacraments. Their head-roll has the names
of men and women from every walk and con-
dition of life, Kinus and queens, soldiers,
statesmen, luwyers, pliysicians, merchants,
domestic servants, peasants, slaves, beggars,
are found in the court of the King of Kings,
taking precedence Ly the degree.of holiness
they had attained. Some of them wrought
the conversion of nations. Some of them
ciltivated desert wastes, unhealthy swamps,
rugged heights, and taught the principles of
agriculture to barbaric men, whom they later
mede the civilised fathers of many of our
present uropean races. Some guided the
Church through great trvials, some set the
world ablaze with intellectual light, some de-
voted themselves to the poor, to the siave, to
the outeast, to the incnrable and to the else
deserted deal. Some saved the people from
the tyranmy of cruel oppressars. But the
litany wonld be unending.  Thev were all
children duering life of the Catholic Chureh.,
It is she who trained and matured them, whao
inspired, directed, and supported them, and
finally, setting the aurcole of sanctity  on
their brows, raised them to her altars. The
Catholic Church hag the mark of sanctity :
she is holv in her Founder, iy her great pur-
pose, in the Tioly means she uses to carry out
this purpose. and in the numher of ler chil-
dren who have heen eminent for holiness in
every age.

SHE TiAS THE THIRD MARK OF
CATHOLICITY.

The Catholic Chnreh teaches all the doe-
trines of Christ, She makes no distinclion
between “‘fundamentals and non-fundamel-
tals.”’ She claims and cxercises the right to
go everywhere and teach all men. This is
Catholicity, and sile, therefore, ix Catholie.
She was Clathalic even when she was 1 smnall
body, a mere mustard scoed in Jerusalem, she
had a eapacity for growing, and expanding,
and filling the whole earth. She was not 2
century old before she had passed the limits
of the great Roman empire and converted
barbarous peoples; nnd in each suceeeding
century since, her power of expansion and
her actual fruitfulness are the wonder of
those outside her fold. Tn her the uame
Catholic and the thing Catholicity are in
harmony. Such is the rlaim of Cardinal
Newman: “Christianity is not a matter of
opinion, it has a bodilv occupation in the
world. It is one eontinuous fact or thine.
Where is this thing in this age which in the
first age was the Catholic Church?  The
answer is undeniable: the Chareh called
Catholic now is that very same thing, in

hereditary descent, in organisation, in prin-
ciples, in external relations which was called
tha Catholic Church then. The name and
the thing have ever gone together.”

Her growth may be traced in historical
works from the days of Pentecost to post-
Apostolic days, through the centuries imme-
diately following, through the time’ of the
dispersion of the Roman empire, through
the middle ages, and the sixteenth century
and the centuries since. It may be all read
in the glowing pages of Mr. Belloc’s Europe
and the Faith, or in the writings of other
reputable historians.

That Catholicity is necessary for the due
performance of the Churell’s work, Cardinal
Newman illustrates by the viclory of St.
Thomas of Canterbury over Henry 1. ©Of
conrse: a branch Church, with the Catholie
dogma and with saints, eannot be; but sup-
posing the English Church had Leen such at
the time of that contest, it would, humanly
speaking, have inevitably been shattered to
pieces, or else its saints got ridl of, its Eras-
tianising bishops made its masters, and, ulti-
mately, its dogma corrupted, und the times
of Henry VIII anticipated; this would have
been but for its intercommunion with the
rest of Christendom and the supremacy of
Rome,

Indeed, who could ever ontertoin such a
dream as that a eircumseribel religious so-
ciety, with the awfulness of a divine origin,
the sucredness of immemorial custom. or the
prestige of many suceesses, while standing
on its vwn ground, and simply subject in its
constitnent members to the civil power,
shonld he able to assert ecclesiastical claims
which are to impede the free action of that
same sovereign wower, and to  insult its
majesty —a native hierarchy, growing out of
its very woil, challenging it, standing breast
to breast against it, breathing defiance into
its very face, striking at it, fall and straight
—why, as men are constituted, such a nuiz-
ance as they wounld call it wonld be intoler-
able. The rigid, unelastic wooden contriv-
auce would be shivered into hits hy the very
recoil and jar of the first blow it was rash
enough to venture.

Aot matters wonld not @0 so far; the
hludlishments, the alliances, the bribes, the
strong arm of the world, wonld bring it to
its senses, and humble it in its own sight ere
it bad opportunity to be so valiant. The
world weuld simply overmaster the presump.
tuous claimant to  divine authority, and
wonld use for its own purposes the slave whom
it had dishonored. It would set lier to gweep
its courts, or keep the line of its triumphant
march, who had thought to reign among the
stors of heaven.”

Thomas of Canterbury won heeanse he had
the Universal Church with him: hut modern
Fnglish religion has fallen into the sad state
deseribed hy the Cardinal because it is not
one thing with Catholicism,

THE CATHOLIO CHURCH 18 APOSTOLIC

From the Apostles she clearly traces her
unbroken descent: the Pove succeeds St.
Peter, and the bishoos in union with him are
the lepitimate successors of the Annstles, who
themselves were bound to Teter in nunhreak.
able bonds. The parent truuk remajns while
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