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The Christmas Message

Easter Day is the dogmatic festival of
all L]]llbtlﬂl]lty, as it is of historie Chris-
tianity, that is Catholicism. On that day
the truth shines out that the Catholic Church
is divine, for Jesus is Qod. This appeals
to the mind, hence we may call Laster the
intellectual or spiritual feast day of the

Church. The foundation of the Christian re-
ligion s love. Even when the uabsurdities

which Christian Science, Theosophy, Buddh-
ism, and Spiritualism hiive wrapped around
phases of Clristianity are torn aside, we
can see passing glimpses of the universal love,
even in them. Love of Gad, love of God's
image that shines in the veriest {ramp or

scoundrel or blackgnard. s not that rthe
rehigion  of {he  Auster, while the whole
Churel’s ministrations nree but the wolden

means to this golden end?

Like other Marthas, we forget in the
ceasing tnrmeil of worldly care
ing thonght that one thing s
to-day as it was in the davs wher Magdala
wag eonsecrated by the foulstens of the ATas-
ter. Love! Without this, Fuith and hope
are as nothing. Did not the great preacher
of degmatic Faith himseli say, though in-
spired by the spirit of leve, that * there
remain faith, hope, and charity, these three,
but of these the greatest is clarits™'?  On
this are built the Law awl Prophels of the
Sion of eld, and in this i~ hail, the
new Jerusulem, which is ihe Chareh of the
Saints,

Love in all its great and comprehensive
Plenitude is the sermon that is preached to
us hy the Infant Babe of Bethlehiem.,  To
Jove the little children, the paor. maimed and
disfigured atoms of hwmanity that throng
the streets and shuns of the ecity for His
sake—is not this the first ccho of Bethichem's
canticle?

un-
and chang-
as neeessary

ton,

God rest ye, little children
affright,

For Jesus Christ, vour
this happy night,
Along the hills of Galilee the

sletping lay,
When Christ, the Child of Nazareth,
born on Christmas Day!

let nothing von
Savieur. was horn
white flocks
Was
The Basie Creed.

The Divine Child has
1he exzmple of love, a

tndeed  given ns
grander, a4 more
beautiful, than which has never appeared in

all the epics of human mertality. I'rown the
straw-covered  manger, ¢lothed  with  the
swaddling clothes of infancy, and the still
teaner vesture of our poor humanily, the
Divine Chill speuks to us to-day, if we cun
only Qisten.  Ol1 sores to be forgotten, old
quarrels to be buried in oblivion, old fric..a-
ships to he renewed and confirmed, charity
to be lhestowed on the poor and the halt
and the children, good measure and heaping
kinduess and gocd-will to be shown to
race, and

over,

all men, irrespective of language,

creed, and te hold peace with God and
vtrselves.
This is the hasie creed of Catholicism, the

mystie song that first resounded on Christmas
wight, and whiell impregnates with 1ts divine
harneny the soul of the Catholie Chareh to-

day;

And w0 the Word had breath, and wrought
With human hands the ereed of ereeds,
In Jovelivess of perfect deeds
Marve strong that all poetic thought,
Which he may the sheaf,
Or hailds the house, or digs the grave,
And wilch the waves
T voarings ronnd the coral reef.

read that bhinds

those wild exe~ that

Son,
the Cath-

Tie Birthday of God the

Clivistmas Dayv owas, ancd s, {or

alic: Cliureln, the birthday of Joesug Christ,
the Son of Mary, Vieein of Nazareth, the
“Sonoof Godloas oalso the Son of man, the

Supernal Word, procceding Jrom the Iather
and the Holy Ghost, Whe with the Father
and the Spirit is consubstantial and con-
Tro Whom e and glory in

slorifivd, Drivise

all apes forever. Awmon.
Christmas Tor the Catholie Churelr dees

not niean the birth of a mere prophet like
Moses ar Elijah, who Taboved for
ol God and
from an
human tyranny; neither
hirth of a hero who, in spite of divine at-
tributes such as are aserithed to the npoets
of old, or to the wise law-givers like Con-
fueins or Budda, or the mysterions Hermes,
who was but a mortal after gl Neither
does it mean the memarial of a veligions
Founder Who may have recapitulated in his
person or morality the coneentrated wivlam
of the ages of the past and whe called lim-
self, and was ealled by his followers. the
Sonr of Ged beeanse He did God's worl ammg

the glory
the dehiverance of
carthly

His people

exile, or some temporary

does it miean the

Lhe children of men! No! Christmas Day
that Lthe Fternal God Who is the
rineiple of Life nimutable Jn Heaven, con-
Mary of Nuzareth

THCRRPIN
I!
descended o be horn of
hy the mysterious over-siadowing of  the
Folv Ghost, appear and 1o be n
reality a child among the ¢hildren of wen

Supernal Word proceeding {rom
The Flernal Father breast,
And in the end of ages come
To aid the world distrest.

amed o

o sings  Haoly
Advent Matins.
which

Mother Church in  Ther
The Blessed Trinity by
we mean ihe Three Persons in one
Gad, 18 the apex of ail myvsteries in Revela-
tion, hmt next to this wondrous manifesta-
tion of God within the God-head is the ex-
ternal revelation of God in the mystery of
the Tneurnation, whiel, heginniug on March
25, was completed on that first Christmas
nipht when Mary held her first-born in her
VIrgln arms.
Tu the Humble Stable of Bethlehem.

i the humble Stable of Bethlehem, the
glovy of the nudivided Godhead was reveaed
Lv that mysterious union of the two natur:s
nt the Babe tiat reelined in Mary's arms.

Blow bugles of Battle and marches of Peace,
Fast, West, North, and South let the long
warfare cease;
Sing e sung of great jov that angels began,
Sy the glory of God and of zood-will to
NI,
Chiristmas, then,
Hgious Juy to all
with the angels’

is o time of solemn re-
mankind. We sing in union

voices which echoed around

the stalle
Ring ant,

of Bethlehem :

ve ervetal sphereg,
Ovee bless our human ears,

1f ve have power to touel: our senses S0,
And let your silver ehime

Move in melodious time
And Tet the hass of Heaven's deep organ

hiow.
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