{l‘hey saought Ishelter m a:.sta.ble
msmger from which-an.ox.and an
hortly hefore, Jesms AR’ b"m_

mother'had no srlken swnddlnrg c!othes ’

fi-which to”wrap him. He -was: born ‘i
‘poverty to teach millions in - later ‘agds that
. allth 1! 8 poor thmg and that poverb} ‘may

“gke of it’a message of comfhrt, and coura,ge!
o “*Oathoho la.nds c}uldren are- brought to

ngs'in Rome' during Christmm week 'to

“the llttle ones reclte tﬁelr artless ad-

lt ia also the chikdren’s fenst. Al-

w the manger, He says: ‘‘Suffer
Iittle~-children "t6' come unto Me, and

bid them not, for of such iz the Kingdom
""éfaHasven » From the manger, too, He
“warns us all that unless we.become like those

- little ones we shall not be His friends here-

n '-a.fter ‘Therefore, at Yuletide, it is right to
t @3 ’ull;lvate the old simplicities, to cherish the
rit- of hilarity, and loving-kindness, and -
benevélence towards all men; it .js right fo
~rejoice and bhe glad, and to give freely, just

% &4 chilren will give before they have learned
lI‘-’HE to set their hearts on earthly treasures. The
alo and romance of Christmas, the holly
“and" 1vy hung in the ha!] “the -cheéry

aneons expresswn of good will, are nH in
rebn “-"keepmg with the childlike spirit which ‘lhe

‘en ) Hls tﬁvn reoelved Him not ;’ He rdme
Bave them but they had no room for Hn.
hi 'began tha.t serles of re_]ectlons \vinch

in our ‘pansh church r\l’ld 1t
ink of how, often. we have res.,

Surely, there have heen
when “we- felt angry with the hdrl
people who :drove Him away that™
we ouaht not to forget to feél

. l .

ex-

idid"onthie” mght 6 <Hi¥ birth.= The Crib

inuch-8tére on comfort ‘or richés-the thought
of ‘Hik re)ection duiplit to teach: o “how ter-
‘rible’ it is-whim - we #llow bsihess and amuse-

ment‘ to make ua re]ect Hlm T

e

: The Shepherds

““There were. shephelds in the country,

‘dwellmg out in the fields, and keeping the

night watches over their flocks. And, lof an
angel of the Lord stood by them, .and the
glory of the Lord shone round them; and
they were sorely afraid. And the angel said
to them: “Fear not, ‘for behold, I bring you
tidings of great joy whlch shall be to all the
people, for there is ‘born to you today in

" the city of David a Saviour who is Christ.

the Lord.’ . And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising’ God, and saying:

Hory to God in the highest
And on earth peace to men of good will.”

The first revelation of the Nativity was’

made to the shepherds, not to kings or states-
men or capitalists. He was born in poverty
and humility, and He wished that His first
adorers should be poor and humble. Already

He was preaching that divine lesson:.

Learn of Me because I am meek and humble
of heart! ' :

Surely that was an effective reprobation
of  the world’s standard of values! He was
teaching all of us who were to be born-in
latér ages how to value things. But nothing

~in its setting can take from the dignity and

majesty of that birth. He was the King.
| The angels came down from Heaven to adore
" Him. The air was full of their songs of joy.
Poor in outward seeming, but noble in the

‘true mense of the word, the shepherds were

His "courtiers.” They were simple people ;
they were free fi'om gujle and doubledealing ;

_ they reoelved the mesSa[,,e of the angel glad-
“ly: like children they ¢ameé and knelt before
_-the Child who was God. lee children we

too must go to ﬁnd Hjm

;In tht\e field and with their flocks abiding;

They lay on the dewy ground;

And glimmering under the starlight

The sheep lay whlte around.

" When the Light of the Lord strea.oled o'er

them,
And; lo! from the:heavens above,

A nngel Jeaned. from .the glory
and refused ‘Him shelter in the -

-And sagg his song of. Tove:

‘ ‘Tn vou in the eity of Pavid,
"-A Saviour is borti to-day!’

*And ‘sudden a host of the heavenly ones
" Flashed forth to join the lay!

-) pever hath sweeter Mmessape

" Thrilled-home to the-souls of then,

nlr; a And the henvens themnelves hnd never henrd

“ tion!
ought to t.osaeh us’dliat ,Ph‘!s a*mistake to set :

. proved’ in _health, owing to thé: sate

Fa:bsr "hsva Zrowr to look so-n
in our thought-pictures of Bathlkham

1+ almost seems: now ae-if they. were intispens-

" able from"it: andrmsepara.blo from:the:mys- ;
. tery.
“hgd: tn tifn: away'quat*as Mary snd* Josaph-

Whatua-Beautiful . cofigruitly there ‘is
between the part they-play-and: theu"bocnpa-
The .very <contrasts_.are: congmltlel.
Heaven “opens--anid -revieals: itself -fo -earth,
making itself ‘bul- ome’ side “of: ther:ohmr to ..
smg the office’ of: the Nativity,: whileieatth
1s t6 bé the other; and earth's:answéf to the

.. open heavens: is ‘the. pastoral gentleness of

those mmple—mlndeﬂ watchmen.. : Shé sety her.
shepherds to match the heavenly singers, and -
counts their.simplicity her most harmonioua .-
Tesponse to -angelical intelligence. -~ Truly
earth was wise in this her deed, and teaches
her sons philosophy.: It was congruous foo
that simplicity should be the first worship
that simplicity sent into the stable .of Beth-

lehem, For what is the grace of.- ‘simplicity

but a permanent childhood of the soul, fixed
there by a speeial® operation. of ‘the Holy
Ghost, and therefore & fitting worship for
the Holy Child Himself. Their infant-like
lieavenly-mindedness suited His infantile con- .
dition, as well as jt suited the punty of- ﬂxe
heaven]v hosts that were singing in the npper
air. Beautiful figures! on whom God’s Yght
rested for a moment and then all was dark
again! They were not ‘mere shapes of light,
polden imaginings, ideal forms, that filled
in the Divine Artist’s picture. .They were
living souls, tender yet not faultless ‘'men,
with inequalities in the monétony of their
human lot that often lowered them-in tem-

per and in repining to the level of: those
around them,”

Such were the shepherds: such, too; wera
the men whom He later ealled to leave their
nets beside the lake and follow Him. Note
that all of them—hoth sﬁepherds and- spostles-
——came quickly, There was na. bargaining,
No exeuse. no reluctance to Ieave anything
or anybody. -They came-at His word, as
ckildren come at their father’s. And, when
all was over, they went eway plorifving God.
Like cht]dren Tet us also approach Christmas,

and from it let us faoe the new year glonfy-
ing God. .
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IRISH HISTORY =~ - - °

Two navers have heen sent to the Edltor .
(instead of to the éxamitiers). ‘As they hed ..

neither the name of the schos! “nor. t,he__".'rl-».

names of the candidates 4 means of identifi-

cation the Editor would be pleased to know

these particulars - 1mmedmte'ly.

ARCHDEACON DEVOY -

Archdeacon Devoy, who-has bhesn’ axhng
for some time past, wenf down ‘to the Lew1
ham Hospital, Christehurch; “a fortmgfzt ag
for treatment.  We are, pleased to-liear tha
he has ‘returned*to JYslang" ‘Bay: much i

nd
attention of the devoted stte‘rs of £haﬁ.grzna'-"

T~

“ingtitution. -

L,

Charity- s the bond offbmh ood £

foundation of peacs; the

“of umt,y- it.is- grep.ter,.

' fa.lth ‘-St Cyprmn




