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THE FEIS CEQIL
By C. W. Wusox, in the Irish Year Bool.)

The objects of the Feis Cevil are:

{a) To promote the study and enltivation
of Irisk music,

(6) To promote the gencral cultivation of
of music in Ireland.

(¢) To hold an annual Festival, or Feis
Ceoil, consisting of prize competitions and
concerts, similar to that held in 1807,

{d) To collect and preserve by publication
the old airs of Ircland.

Auw article in The Freening Telegroph,
September 1804, by the late Mr. T. O'Neill
Russell, sturted the movement which led to
the foundation of the Fris ('eoil. But it was
not until 1897 that the first "estival was held
in Dublin. Prizes were offered for salo sing
ing and playving, for choral and enscmble
singing, and for compositions, The entries
totalled 417, and consisted of A0 rpgemble
and 377 sole eutries. Concorts were held ae
which Trish music (hitherto unpublished or
little knewn) and the prize compositions were
given. Of late vears the number of entries tor
the competiticns have been so numerous that
thera has heen no time available during the
Festival week for concerts other than the
Prize Winners' Concert, which is held on
the Saturday evening., and alwavs proves a
sourca of great interest {o the public,

The larzest number of entries for the com-
petitions was received in 1918, when the cn-
tries reached the total of 639 (37 tov cnsembla
and 602 for scle competitions).  In 1920
there were 73 cutries for ensewmble und 530
for solo competitions, a total of 60%. Tt is
mucn to he regreited that the choral com-
petitions, wlich gave promise of leing <o
suceessful at the start (17 choirs entered for
the first Festival), aud which reached a maxi-
mum of 45 In 1907, should have attracted
only 14 entries in 1920,

In the solo singing competitions an Irish
Melody is iuvariably one of the test pieces,
Since 1906 competitions for choral and en-
semble singing with Irish words have been
held. The scarcity of test pieces suitable for
these competitions is a serious drawback to
ther success, and though the Feis Cenil has
spent o good deal of monev in providing
choral music with Irish wonds the interest
shown by the competitors and the public
in general hag been very disappointing.
Prizes have been awarded annually for the
best unpublished airs sent in for competition.
A selegtion of these was published under
the editorship of the Iate Mr, P. J. McCall
and Mr. Arthur Darlev. Prizes are offcred
each year for composers who will arrange
some airs from this collection either as songs
or ipstrumental pieces. Tt is hoped by this
means to create a serics of Irish pleces
suitable for coucert and other performances.
The Irish Folk Song Society of London has
given a magnificent gold medal for annual
competition for a collection of unpublisher
Irish airs with words, but up to this it has
not been awarded by the adjudicators.

The annual competitions have been held in
Dublin, with the exception of two years,
when the competitions were held in Belfast.

The want of a large 1Public Hall has heen
keenly felt by the Ieis (Jeoil since the Royal
University Hall ceased to be available. In

1916 the Festival was held in the Marl-
borough Street Training College, and for a
couple of vears subsequently in the Mansion
House. 1In 1920 the latter building was not
available, and the competitions were held in
the Antient Concert Rooms, but though very
couvenient for the ordinary competitions, the
accomodation there is very inadequate for
the choral and band competitions and for
the Prize Winners’ Concert,

The ditection of the Fels (feoil is in the
hands of an Executive Committee, elected
aniually by the members, an Honorary See-
retary, Miss Idith Mortier, a Registar, Mr.
C. W. Wilsen, and two Honorary Treasurers,
Mr. W. P. Geoghegan and Captain H. M,
IFitzgihbon,

The Offices are at 37 Molesworth Street.
The annual subseription entiling to member-
ship is one guinea.
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SUMMER SCHOOL OF CATHOLIC STUDIES

Many of onr readers will doubtless be in-
terested to know that a summer schiool of
Cutholie studies, insugurated Ly the Reli-
sious of the Sacred Heart. will be held at
Timaru during the firsl davs of January,
1926, tollowing the iadies’ Reilreat. Those
gatherings now form quite a feature of Caih-
olic educations] and social life in Australia,
and the Nuns of the Sacred Heart deserve
the thanks of the community for their enter-
prise in this as in numercus other move-
ments, An aminouncement regarding this
fatest phase of Catholic activity appears else-
wheve o the Pablef.

—

OBITUARY

MRS, MARGARET McDONALD,
POOLBURN, CENTRAL OTAGO.

- One of the oldest residents of tie Central
Otago district, in the person of Mrs. Mar-
warct McDonald, passed away recently, after
a short illness; aged 82 vears. She was at-
tended i Der last hours by Father Fenton.
A native of Co. Wexford, Ireland, she ar-
vived in New Zealand 47 vears ago. and was
nuarried the same vear to Patrick’ McDonald
{who died 19 years ago). Two vears later she
settied in TPoolburn, Her kindly nature and
hospituble disposition endeared her to al! who
knew her. Up to her death, she took an
intense interest in her native land, and was
a constant subseriber to the N.7. Tablet,
The esteem in which she was held was shown
by the very large number who attended ber
funeral, The interment tcok place at
Omakau; the Rev. Father Howard officiating
at the graveside, Two sons, three daughters,
and eleven grandchildren are left to mourn
their loss.—R.I.P.
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IRISH HISTORY COMPETITION

The period to be covered for this year's
Competition in Irish History is from the
death of Hugh O’Neill to the Act of Union.
To facilitate the study of the history of this
period we reprinted (commencing in our issue
for April 1, and concluding in the issue of
the Tablet for August 19) that portion of
Sullivan’s Story of Ireland which treats of
the subject. The information thersein con-
tained may be supplemsrited by reference tv
Carey's Irish History Lessons or other works
obtainable at the Tablet Umce.

Shifting is not & pleasant cxpericncs, but
it's doubly harrasing when unskilled men do
the carrying. If you want your furniture
carefullly, safely, and cheaply removed, we
will assist you. The New Zealand Express
Company Limited. Offices in all chief towns.

She Went to the Concert
THANEKS T0O “BAXTER'S.”

[—

A lady was ralher keen to attend a
concert arranged for a local charity, but
two days before the event she got a bad
cold. A neighbor, who was to accompany
her, sent along a bottle of Baxter’s Lung-
Preserver, The result was magical. She
attended the concert in comfort.

At this time of the year a cold is par-
ticularly iroublesome, and the unfortunate
sufferer gets very little sympathy. Happily,
relief is quick and easy., Take a few doses
of Baxter’s Lung Preserver—a sure remedy
for all coughs and colds. Tt's wonderful
healing properties promptly gets to the
throat and bronchial passages, and you feel
right again in a surprisingly short time,
In addition, the valuable tonic properties
contaired in “Baxter’s’” brace up and sus-
tain weak impoverished systems. Keep a
Lottle of Baxter's Lung Preserver alwayg in
vour home. Generous-sized bottle 2/6, all

chemists and stores. Family size 4/6.

MUSIC LOVERS! Youw'l Want Theae.

Two Double-sided Records by the
Calebrated

SISTINE-YATICAN CHOIR
Uonsisting of 62 famous vocalists:
Couducted by Monswsnors Casiwialn
R.20000---1nnocentes (Luca Marenzio,
1530-1519), Ave Maris (Vittoria, 1545-
1611, R.20001—Laudate Jominum
(Lalestrina, 1525-1594), Kxsullate Deo
(Palestrina, 1525-1594).
14in, double-sided Parlophone records,

“These are the finest choral record-
ings s far produced.”’—Cowpton Mac-
keazie, tu The Grumephone.

PRICKE per Record, 11/8

(plue postage, 1/-).

Bend your Otder to-day.

LA GLORIA COMPANY _
| 120 ARMAGE ST, CHRISTCHURTH

!

THE ILLUSTRATED BIBLE HISTORY OF THE
0D AND NEW TESTAMENTS

—— by the —
REV. T. SCHUSTER, D.D.
for the use of Catholic Schools.

110 illustrations and 2 colored mapas.
(Honored with a letter of His Holiness
Pope Pius IX}
Prices—2/9; postage extrs. Also the

abridged edition, 1/3; postage extra.

Otago Sports Depot

NEW 1925-26 CATALOGUE—
CRICKET, TENNIS, CROQUET, FISHING

PRINCES
STREET

(] Dunedin




