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‘Big Business

During the past two years there has been
‘a great deal of preparation and organisation
for the New Zealand and South Seas Ex-
“hibition, to be opened in Dunedin this
month. How to accommodate several thou-
sand visitors is part of the problem that
is chusing keen anxiety. Perhaps cur Ex-
hibition authorities will be comforted if they
compare their task with that of the Cath-
clies of Chicago, who are now making pre-
parations to receive 2,000,000 Catholic visi-
tors to their eity next year on the oceasion
of the twenty-eighth International Fuchar-
istic Congress which is to be held there.
More than 3000 priests will be required to
hear 2,000,000 confessions and to give a like
number of Holy Communions. Cardinal
Mundelein, Archhishop of Chicago, spoke to
the priests of the gigantic nature of the
task hbefore them. ““Half of the Catholic
world,” he said, “will empty itself inte our
city for this occasion. This means that they
must be housed, sheltered, fed, and other-
wiso accommodated. Tt will be the duty of
you priests who have heen appointed to the
various comwmittees to see that this is ac-
complished.  Catholic writers express the
opinion that Chicago is already profiting

by the ease with which the wvast crowds
assembling this year in Rome are being

handled, for even at this early date seating
aecommodation for practically fifty-thousand
hag been arranged. This, of course, is hig
business, bhut the beauty of it is that as
it 18 all desipned to glorify God the objee-
tionahle features of big husiness in  the
secular order will bo entirely eliminated.
The artists engaged to preparve advertising
posters for the Congress are warned that
the mammotl: undertaking “is to glorify God
for and through the great Sacrament of His
Love. It is a tecention to our Rucharistie
Lord and King. TRead the hymne of St
Thomas for soungd doeetrine, figures of sveech
and comparison=. genuine poetry and dovi-
tion.  Lock up or inguire what happened
at Amsterdam, Moutreal, London. or Ani-
werp. where similar programmes were carried
out In recent years.  Become
the subject from every angle.

ahsorhed in
Avd then vo
to work.”  There shiould be something doing
in Chicago in the widdle of June.

Bigotry and Birth Control

It would seem that bigotry on occasion
may produce wood results, Ardent Dbirth
controllers 1 FEneland zre torn hetween
their cesire for race siwicide and their fenr
of a Cathelic majerity.  In some enses, at
all events, fear of Rowme proves the stronger.
The other day. at the  Liberal Summer
Sehool, Mr. J. M. Kevaes, whose Eranomie
P'onsequences of the Peuee created such a
'ffur,ol'e in Juunker circles after the Versailles
Treaty was signed, proposed to make hirth
control and the repnlation of pepulation a
plank in the platform of the Libernl Party.
The Lihera! politicians., Lowever. are mnot
altogether in love with the proposal, not
indeed becanse they dislike the idea of bhirth
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control but because they fear that pro-
vision for it in their political programme
would prejudice the chances of the party
“coming back’ at the next General Election.
Politicians usually measure all things by
votes. Some of ihem, however, are opposed
to the proposal of Mr. Keyves for other
cqually expedient reasons. For instance,
Mr. W. M. R. Pringle, who represented a
Yorkshire division in the last Parliament,
thus justifies liis opposition:-—“Birth con-
trol is repudiated by the Roeman Cathelie
Church. The result is that while ihe Anglo-
saxon Protestant population lends to  he
stationary, the Homan Catholic population,
mainly of Irish origio, is growing. Already
27 per cent. of the scliool children of Glasgow
are Roman Catholic. It is not wise to give
an official stimulus to tlns change of the
charaeter of the population.  The regulation
of population would restriet the liberty of
prople who, on consclentious gronnds, ablior
contraception.  Our knowledge of the whole
problem is iwmperfect.,  While methods of
contraception are well known, the effects of
their constant use. hoth on the individual
and on society ave not ascertained.  In this
state of our knowledge the alleged social
henefits merely represent u sophistical justi-
fication for immediate comforlt and gratifica-
tion.  In every case where rvestriction of
population has been adopted it has heen o
symptom of racial decadence.  The people
who are unwilling to saerifice present com-
fort and convenience to incur risks and face
responsibilities for the fulure arve hound to
o down,  They have lost faith in progress.”

Catholic Schools and Criminals

Catholies are famihiar with the wpe of
higot wlho coes o Inaccurate prison slatis-
tics to prove that Catholie cdueation did not
save WJJohn Snuth, confirmed by
Father Jduones, from beceming a eviminal. A

who wis

eorrespoldent wrote to dwerica to say that
e had heard of several young mon who, after
passing  four
drifted into

vears in a Catholie college,
Our contemporary is not
disposer] to dispute the statement, hut it
ventures to add that it the correspondent
were to extend his researches he would find
more than “several” Catholie college men in
waol, some of them guests of the State for
life.  “Far ne one can he compelled to he
virtnous, not even a callege student.  Tour
years at a Catholie colloge confirm no one
in grace, and attemlance ai a Cathelie col-
lege 1 nol an iafallible certificate of high
maral eharacter, The best we can do for
the vonng studert is to give him, 1u a decent
environment, «

vnol.

training in religton  and
morality of the kind that is ealenlated to
awaken in hiam a lasting desive to co-operate
with the erace of God and save his soul.
The Catholic college does that mueh, but it
¢van do ne more.  Nor can the Catholic
Chnreh. Further, it does not zeem to he
part of the Divine economy, as we know it
in this present dispensation, to force any-
one.  iod made us free, and He always re-
spects that freedom. If men do not wish

to use the means of grace, and while living
as good citizens in the world, to prepare

themselves for citizenship in the world tow. -

come, Almighty God will not coerce themi
They have forged the chains of their cap-
tivity, and their loss is upon their own
heads. It 1s quite true that some Catholic
college graduates are in gacl, and probably
enough that some are in Hell. For {hem
the Catholic college assumes no responsi-
bility. . It was no fault of the college that
they rejected her teaching, jeered at her
faws, and did what they could to change the
religious atmosphere they found there into
the atmosphere of a den of vice. Some men
are adepts in cunning and dissimulation.
It cannot he fairly contended thit Peter,
always 10 some degree the head of the little
band of twelve, was respousible for the fall
of Judas:; much less ean his defection be
traced to wome defect in the training which
the Master endeavered te give him, Judas
simply took his fate Inte his own hands,
and went to his place. Tf among the twelve
mentbers of the college of the Apostles, there
was one traitor, ne one should affect sur-
prise al finding a traitor among the thou-
sands who have come forth from the Catholic
college.  In what then lies the superiority
of the Catholie college? In this: all that
van he done to lelp the student to become
an upright man is done by the Catholic
college, whereas the secular college doeg not
even pretend an interest in his religions and
moral development. In the Catholic col-
legro the  student will meet with no pro-
fessor who blasphemes God or scoffs at God’s
law: he will find, however, mer who mair-
tain that the most important aim in life
is te praise, revere, and serve Almighty God,’
and who by precept and example will teach
him how this aim may be encempassed. Al
that the Chureh can furnish is at his dis-
pesal: a clean environment, a training in
religion and  morality, prayer, easy access
to the Sacraments: and for those who seek
. individual spiritnal snidance. The differ-
eince hetween the Catholic and the secular
school is the difference between Heaven and
cavth, when it is not the difference between
Heaven and hell”

“The Soul of China"

The Catholic Chureh iy the only power on
cartl that ean with advantage promote even
material culture in those countries which are
farthest removed from the influence of west-
ern civilisation. The reason for this is that
the Church was instituted for ali nations,
Hence, she i{s at once natioral and inter-
national, and can without the least diffi-
culty or inconvenience become part, of the
nation in which she finds herself, without
forfeiting in the process any of her truths
or fundamental characteristics. Thiy truth
is graphieally illustrated by Mr. Raymond
Radclyffe, in a timely article entitled “The
Soul of China,” which appeared in a recont
number of G.K.'s Weekly. Wo have become
80 accustomed to the stereo-typed misrepre-
sentations of troubles in China, India, Egypt,
and elsewhere, whick appear with tedious
regularity and oppressive sameness in our
newspapers, that Mr, Radclyfie’s wholesoma
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