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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

{By the Ricar Reverexp Moxsigxor Powsn, V.I., for the N.Z. Tublet.)

15—THE CHURCH

In this and the following chapter we shall
seo that, in sending the Apostles, Our Lord
formed a Society of wlich they were the
germ, and through which the souls of men
should be brought inte umion with Himsell.
Two courses were open: He could take each
idividual soul and deal. with it directly
without the winistry of meuw, or Fe could
gather all believers into oune visible soctety,
through which He wounld ordinarily convey
to them His graces.  That He echose the
second mictloud is the teaching of the Churel.
Christ did not ignere the faet that man was
a social heing, destined Lo pass his oarthly
spatt ol Tife i the seciety of his fellowmen,
and ax & sociai heing He muade provision for
him, provision that was in harmony with his
constituiion.

While we insise upon the Visible Choeh
as the covenanted means of union and the
ordinary chaunel of God's gree, we o st
bo carctul to bear in mind that each indi-
vidual liman also

s s

te diveer ap-
proach o God and its ihonsnl diveer Wiy
of obinining His Tavor. Bui this i,
providel His own esiablished Kinudom of
arace. the Clireh, s
iated.

not culpably  repu-
Tt sometimes said by thoughtless
critics of Catholieity that the Chureh, by
ingisting on the ministry of 0 Visible Wing-
dom, desiroys jundividuality in lor children,
Such crities Iave never read the lives of the
saints, and have never suspected their inti-
mate rvelations with Cheist, ihe dear Lover
of their souts, Ti i= v ally beeause of their
secure position in the Kingdom that ihe
saints were enabled 1o give free scope fo
their originality. Indeed. in CVEry generi-
tion of Christian time the saints of the
Chureli, from Amies and Ceeilia fo +he Little
Flower of Jesus just canorised, huve exhibi
ted to the world such arresting individuality
as has never, and can never, be found ont
side. Can T not go dircet to Josus? Of
course you can, but you are not likely to
win His favor if you reject the ordinary
means of grace set up by Him for the sane.
tification of ‘‘every ecreature.”

So much said, let us now see how and why
Our Tord set mp His Visible Kingdom of
God, which wo call the Church. Teclesigs.
tical writers draw out the analopy between
the officc of Adam the first father of the
race, and that of Christ, Who came as a
second Adam to redeem it and restore the
original rilt of divine sonship. Will the
reconstructive process be analopous to the
destructive® Will the social predispositions
of man he still taken into account by Christ,
or will they now be changed for the purpose
of his redemption? It was as a. social being
that man received the gift of Original Jus-
tice. Will Christ now reverse the process
in the work of recomstruction, ignore man's
» social instinet, and treat him merely as an
individual alone and apart?

Let us consider in greater detail how the
original gift was made to Adam, and how
it was to be passed on through him to all
mankind. Having decreed to make man to

A SOCIETY.
His own image and likezess, God necessavily
endowed Iim with intellect and free will,
hut in all other gifts He was frec botl in
the manner of giving and in the degree and
o the conditions on which He would give.
Therefore we are not discussing what God
could do in this case, but what He has been
The gitt of divine sonship or
Adam’s
nature, it was a frec addition to his nature,
What were its conditions, in what capaeity
did Adam rvecvive it¥ Not siply as an n-
dividual. hut as head of the race that was
to spring [rom lhim. There is an absolute
unily hetween the head amd the members of
the hnman race, That every member of it,

pleased 1o do.
griee was not a necessary part of

irelnding Kve, sprang from Adam, 1s  re-
vealed o the mvsterious manner of Fve's

ereation deseeibed i the Saered Scripture.
Not aily was shes as the fpapived Adam de-
Hesh with him, hete the  race
springing o then both was one Hesh with
him Thus. s~ head of the whole
vaee, one flesh with themn all, he lield in his
keepring Jor that race the supernatural wift
af arace, e Taul 16 1 his power 1o pass that
naeimliceny heritanee o every member of

l'l;ll't‘li. e

likewise.

be-
eanse it would have a superuatural father.
To A then as head of the mman society
the pift of graee was made. and to all others
ouly inamnd throngl that society of which
he was head and they were the members.
But this power of passing on Lo his race the

i Iowould be a sopernaturnl race

supernatarval @ifi of prace was to repose in
Ackane only so long as e rewained faithin
to God, and Adam did noi remain faithful.
He Lroke the Divine conmmaand and lost the
cift, ond, losing it last it noi for himself
alone, i for the race Heneelorth,
be can communieate only disinheritanee, This
is what wo eall Orviginal Sin. a personal sin
it Adam, hot g

adso.

sin of the race likewise,
since the race was siwunmed up in him. From
the day of Admm’s [all human histors malkoes
said reading. His ehildren, with darkened
intelleets and weakened wills and a propen-
sity to ovil, began to add their own personal
sing to the orviginal sin of the race, wutil at
the time of the Tuearnation the world had
hecome so corrupt that it was all but bevond
redemption. That hmmnan nature that was
sent as God’s champion on the ecarth to do
battle with Tucifer, proved recreant in the
fight. Men now found themselves hopeless in
face of the double deld they had to pav. for
the sin of the race and for {heir own personal
sins.  To pay this debt flosh and bleod were
But just then, God sent ITis Son
into the world fo resene and restore poor,
fallen man.

powerkess,

O loving wisdom of our Ciod!
When all was «sin and shame,

A seeond” Adam to the fight
And Ho the rescue eame.

S0 wisest love! that Acsh and blood
Which did in Adam fail,

Should strive afresh against the foe,
Should strive and should prevail.

“Aud that a higher gift than erace
Should flesh and blood refine,

God’s presence and His very Self,
Aund essence all divine,”

Christ has come to redeeny man; what pro-
vision will He make for man's constaney
To give a sufe auswer to ihis guestion we
must bear in mind the naiure of man and
his position s the world wround him.,  Hu-
man nature is now a fallen nature and must
bear henceforth the consequences of its fall,
Though fallen, it remaing sovial, so that the
social life in the midst of which the individ-
nal man finds himself ix a fallen social life.
The forees of this life are arraved agpinsg
the individual that wonld rise above them.
A socinl beimngr ic influenced by the life in Uhe
midst of which he lives.  Now. in very faci
this inflitenee has heeame an ovit influenee
and iz under the sway of an evil npower,
nnder the power of the dovil, who is the
greal enemny of man.  The ideals. the eduen-
tion. the culiure, the labits, ihe cotnpranion-
shitps, of soeinl Hie are set out in haitle array
against the individual, How could one man,
Ieft 1o himsell. hope 1o stand apgainst sneh
an entrencheil and creanised Toe?

In the reconstruetion of the hunan riace,
thevefore, Christ will make wise provision ;
He will not leave man 1o Azht as an in-
divilual amainst a powerfnl mimd oreanised
foe. Mo will form o new society, whose heawd-
ship will be permancut in Wimsclf. anel i
which #l1 the members will form one new
race with Hime Tt wilb e koown as tlhe
Kingdom of Truih. the House or Temple of
Clivist, the Body and Bride of Christ,  Ti
will he fitly compacted and jointed toweiher
by the presence and the  Holy
Ghost.  Tts divine life. firsi commnnicated
im Baptism, will he perfected in the Blessed
incharist throush  which
mutval  abidineg  hetween

power  of

there will e
Christ awl  the
Christian. and heiween Chrislinn anid Chiris-
tian, a colierenee of he matural and mvstieal
Body, making Christ and 1he Clitrell one,
as Adam and his race were one. Henee-
forth we shadl have 1we Kingdoms or So-
cictice, mie of evil and ome of rood, onhe
founded upon sin and ene npan grace, the
children of wraee no longer separated into
individuals Wt joined together in a commion
snirit, Connnon the super-
nwiatnral same culture,  ihe
same spirttual companionship, will eveate in
thew a selidarity that will enalble them to
withstand and trinmph over the fiercesd on-
lavghts of a common foe. The Chuareh, the
Mystic: Body of Christ, will stand now in
organted opposition apainst the hody =i
up by Satan. and God's peeple, united in a
comvact hedv need no longer Fear the I
Suaeh. o we <hall see in the next chapter,
v the dispensation of Christ and the teach-
e of the Seered Seripiures,

1deqls,
eduention. the

same

Man's preatest pnemy s himself, % CYOTY-
one should he as carvelul of deserving  an
bhonest oninion of himaell 0s he s of sceuring
the good opinion of others {here would he
a vast difference in the standing of {he ma-
jority of mankind,  Look carefnlly
vourselt and discover vonr ewn flaws,

into
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