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h,.ply bishop who theu goverued the Church
g that city. Something of similarily exis-
fed between the early hiotsry of these two
men. Lambert, like Hubert, hakl known the
sorrows and trials of a loug and unjuse exile,
or when he was still young he had been
raised to the episcopal throne of Maestricht,
from whiel the cabals and jealousy of King
Childerie's courtiers had sueceeded in driving
hine.  After wandering aboui for some time
as o homeless and houseless stranger, he at
length ontered o monastery of the country,
and lived there for some years, happy in the
restgtalion of a dignity for which his liu-
wility persuaded him he was unfit,  This
humility was evinced on inany occasiots, ole
of which is thus related it his legend. One
imight, it iy said. ag he rose to pray, he un-
imtentionally made a slicht woise on the
pavement of the cloisier. The abhot of the
wonastery was disturbed by the nowse, and

gave orders that whoever was moving at ihat
nnseasontable lour should out of peuance po
to the cross out of doors, and remain there
for @ certaim space. Lambert  weekiy
oheyed ; nor did lie venture to return till he
should be sent for. It cold winter
night : the snow lay deep avound lim. and
fell on his person in heavy #flakes: his feet
and head were hare, and were pierced by the
hitter frost. vet he remained patient and in
praver, Meanwhile the hrethren rose 1o
matins ; aud when the office was finished, ae-
cording Lo custont they assenhlod hefore the
fire, to warm themselves befbre nesin reiir
ing to rest. The abbot looked aronnd lin.
and missed one of the number.  “Where is
sthe Bishop Lambert.” he said: lor his dig-
nity was alwaws acknowldged hy the hreth-
venn, to whom the history of his misfortunes
and exile were well konown,

HMay it please you, my lord,” said ane of
them, ““he is prayving by the cross outside s
though, as I thiuk, the snow is inlling heav-
ilv, and the frost s sharp.”

Then the abbot hade them guickiv eall him
in:; and when he was come. he fell at his
feet, and hesought his pardon for what he
had done; hué the saint cmiled sweetly at
him, anid said without the smallest appear-
ance of anger. “My father. one learns pa-
ticnce at the foob of the cross yonder.” Sueh
wias the man te whom Hubert now applied
for struction i the faith. Tt need hardly
be said that, together with the rudiments of
Christiau doctrine, he reeeived From his hands
the teaching and dircetion which tended to
lead Lim on to the highest paths of fHerfoe-
tion; so that he soon becane divested of ]l
love of the world, and all care for his riches
and lands, and the empiy toys of honor which
lad hitherto seemed good and desirable in
his eyes, and sought only to adhere elosely
to Christ in the way of poverty and mortifi-
cation.

Ho came back io his enstle and lands in
Aquitain only to bid them farewell for ever,
Calling his people about him. he declared to
them all things that liad passed. and low
_i";ha-t he had resolved to answer the sirange

4 call which had heen sent to Tim. hy an entire
ahandonment of the world. His bandmen
were set at liberty, his retainers dismissed
with generous presents, his goods and Iands
sold, and the price distributed to the poor;
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and wheun.all this was done, and Hubert saw
Eiuiself reduced from the state and eondition
of & powerful connt to that of a poor and
nancless heggar, he turned his back with a
light heart on the county where but o short
time before ho had ruled and been houored
ws 15 lord,

The next thing was to chose out o solitude
for Tus fulure liome, where he might apply
himself with greater diligence to the life
whiclt he had resolved to follow. This was
soon done: the broad valleys of IFrance and
Flanders were not wanting in spots whose
loneliness presented him with all he required.
In ane of the most savage of these deserts he
chose his abode; scooping oui of the hard
rock his little cell and chapel, where lie spent
some time moa life of prayver and penance,
which offered a strange contrast io the gay
and gallant days he liad been wont to poss
in Lis noble castle of Agnitan.

Now, he had the wiled
beasts of the Torests, whom he no longer pur-
sued as game, ot tamed  and  made  his
Iriends, so thai they grew familinr with his
Form, and ranged fearlessly about lis eell:
the timid deer. too, were especially dear to
hin in memory of that “millewhiie doee
who had beer made the ambassaslor of his
sshvation o they would come around him and
feeed out of hix hand, aid perhaps it was
not the leasi singnlar part of the transform-
ation whiclh had taken place v Hubert's
mature, that the bold and ardent sportsman
wias new turned o the protecior of all
the dumbh creatures ol hix solitnde.

His only food was the wild frait of {he
forest. and ihe erystal stream that fowed

no comrades snve

over i rocky bed  beside his iermitage
he sept on the stone floor. aud was elad

o rough sheepskin: aud ver, despite bis
leord and penitential Life, Huberi felt that
And
yel there were not wanting enemies to (is-
turh his quiet. for the demons assaulted him
day and wighit. and strove to trouble and
tempt him with their darkest sngerestions:
it he met them stontly, like o hrave and
valiamt knight, and drove ihiem from bim
with conlempt: and
alided rapidly away.

Now one night, as he lay on his hard hed.,
he was awakened by a bright and shininge
Hght. which sireamed  through  the rocky
cavern, amd seemed to turn its darkness intoe
daxy.  Tle looked up. and saw a heantiful
and heavenly form bending over his ecouch:
the lovely Tiead was erowned with a diadem
tlat seemecd rather of olory than of oold.
wings ol dazzling lustre and muany colors
floated from 1he shoulders, and the soft
friemdly eves looked down on him with a
brather's  Jove. Fhirhert  knew  that  his
vuardiam-angel was heside lim.  “fArige.”
said the sweet and musieal voiee of the celese
tinl visitor:

he had never known happiness hefore.

thus  sixteen  years

for thou hast Aarrvied
lotg enough in this soltiude: and henceforth
God hath other wave for thee {0 walk in:
arise. und wo to Rowe, it 15 there His will
shall be declarved to thee®

Hubert searcely knew what to think: for
the deceits and frands of the devil had taught
it to mustrast even the Fairest visions, lest
perchanece thex shonld hui eonceal diabolic
and danperous delnsions.  He determined,
therefore, to lay the whole matter hefore his
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spiritual saster St. Launbert ; and setting out
towards [ltrechi, he soon arrived in his pres-
enee, amd narrated all that had oecurred.
The venerable bishop listened to his tale with
abiention, aned when he had finished, he laid
hix hand on his diseiple’s head, and affec-
tionately blessed him.  Go now,” he said,
-xon of my adoption and of my old age,
for this thing is from the hands of God; go,
and fear nothing, for verily T lkunow ihat
vreat things lie before thee. and that the
burden which weighs 1vo heavily on weak
and aged shoulders siinll pass o them that
are fitter to bear 1t.7 Jlubert urose. wonder-
g at the Bishop's words, whose meaning,
however, lie did not devise: and in obedience
to the command be had received, he set out
tor the city of Bome, where St. Sergius 1
then filled the pountifical chair

Whilst Hubert was pursuing lis long and
painful Jjonrney, a tereible {ragedy was tak-
ing place 10 the ¢ity he ad left behind him,
The Lold and fearless simplicity with which
the holv Bishop Tamberl was wont to re-
prove sin wheresoever he mef with it, ceuld
searcely fail to raise him  many enemies.
Two of the most unprincipled men of Utrecht.
who had suffered from the sharp reproof of
the Bishop. exeiied o Gnnult asainst him,
which ended i Lthe loss of their own life. A
relation of these two men, named Dode. and
an officer of Pepin's hensehold. swore  to
vevenge their death, and the opportnhity of
gratifying Iis reveage soon presented itself.
Pepin subjected himseli by the license of his
Tite to the reprimands of iz Rishop. who,
in the vxereise of Lis apostolic fnuctions,
never spared rank or dignity: hut dealt his
vensares fooalll without respect of persons.

Taking advaniape, therefore, of the dis-
anst which his hokbness had caused in the
prinee’s wmind. Dode persnaded him to give
Wim ihe comimand of 2 body of men, at whose
head he procecded o il Bishop's palace,
and bade Tnm prepare tor death. St. Lam-
hert’s death was worthy of lis Tife: whilst
the ruffinns were hatierineg at the palace-
doorz. he called his attendants about him,
and bade them vonfess their sing and pre-
pare for death: and having ziven them hin
BWessing, e himself knelt down, and awaited
His
body was buried in lis own cathedral amid
the tears aied lamentations of his people.

Meanwhile, we mnst earry our reader te
the eity of Rome, where the first streak of
carly dawn was fust hreaking its golden + -z
on Lhe anght's horizon. when Pope Sergins
was aroused from his sleep by a hand that
Hghtly touched his shonlder: he awoke, and
sturfed ns he beheld aw angel standing by
his bed. - “Sfeepest thou. @ Serxins?7 emid
the messenger of God: “mark well 1he words
[ sy, awd forget them nof.
there hath heen a hloody doed done
Tireeht, and tle Chireh of Gol Liath lert -
A faithful and truae pastor: for the lolv
Bishop Lambert ix gone {0 God. The sword
of the rofiinn Dodo s even now recking with
his biood. and  the vidowed Church  of
Tirecht 1« bewailing him in her tears. And
event as 1 speak, his son and heloved disciple
Hubert i« entering Rome. not knowing
wherefore e hath been led hither, save that
the hand of Ged is guiding him. - He it is,
O Sergins, whom thou must name to the

the hlows of his murdercrs in praver.
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