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Protestant Countries
It is a popular delusion in Britain and
America, and also in New Zealand, that
Protestant countries are superior to Cath-
olic countries, and that this superiority is
due to the influence of Protestantism. Bri-
_tain and America are referred to as eountries
of great wealth, and this is said to be due
.to Protestant ascendancy. Britain may be
very wealthy, but precious little of her wealth
finds its way amoung the masses of the peo-
ple, while statistics show that the bullk of
American laborers do not receive living
‘wages. As far as it affects the majority of
_the people I'rotestant prosperity is a myth.
Catholic countries, such as Spain and Italy,
have, oan the other haud, many advantages
~which Protestant countries have not. It is
said that Madrid. a city of a million in-
lhabitants, had only one murder last year.
Compare that record with New York’s or
London's. As for the Italians, all who go
about them are impressed with their beau-
tiful mational characteristies due as much
to their Catholic faith as to their Latin
hlood. Protestant missionarvies in the Fast
just now are making a strong point of the
preat wealth of Dritain and America in order
to impress the Orientals with 5 sense of the
superiority of Protestantism over Catholic-
ism. They sav nothing, however. ahout the
masses of poverty-stricken humans who are
forced to herd in noisesome slums which
stand as a reproach to the wealth that ecan
tolerate such conditions at its verr door.
The accumulation of great wealth is not the
test of religion or civilisation: the use that
is made of it is the test. Teople are known
not so much hy their ability to make money
as by the manner in which they spend it. Tn
countries in which Catholicism predominates
wealth is used in accordance with reason and
good morals; but what is wrong with those
secular countries whiel are stvled Protestant
is that the people who have had the oppor-
tunity of making much money have never
. learned how to spend it.

Dividend Civilisation

To those who lLave developed swelled head
from gloating over the greatness and gran-
deur of the civilisation in great Protestant
cmpires we commend the following, whel
was published some time ago in the English
Review: —

“Qur present civilisation is really higher
than any in the past hecause we do possess
in greater abundance means of higher satis-
laction, of higher interests. But the actual
manifestation of that higher guality, the
artual use of those available ineans, is ap-
parent only in the fow, the very few., The
rest remain bavbarie, The way in which the
vast majority of the members of our civilisa-
tion spend their wages or. their dividends
shows that they are barbarians, that is.
primitive, uncultured, nnevolved. You know
the way. in which the wages of the wage-
carners are usually spent. They are spent
in aleoholie stimulants, in fornication, in
amusements of the most barbarie kind, in
oinema shows of the usual hiue-murder type.
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If exceptionally they are spent in, say, the
building and adorning of a home, the taste
manifested in that home is such as to set
any artist’s teeth on edge. The tastes of the
dividend drawers are, in general, no better.

A large proportion of the dividend spend-

ing is a manifestation of crude, savage
vanity. It consists in the mere advertising
of the fact that the spender is a drawer of
large dividends. That is his pleasure. The
tastes manifested by some of the hest classes
of dividend drawers, the remains of an old
aristecracy, are practieally identical with
those of the redskins—to hunt wild animals,
to rejoice in muscular exevcise, to eat flesh,
to consnme alecholic stimulants, In order to
measure aceurately the tastes, the pleasures
of the majority of the members of our eivili-
sation it is suflicient to do a round of their
places of amusement, of our theatres, of our
musie halls, to inspeet our book shops. The
real concerete measure of the comdition of
our civilisation is displaved, not by our
political economists and their figures, but
by W, H. Smith and Son and their book-
stalls. W. H. Smith and Son are the real
visible represcutatives of sur dividend civi-
hsation,  Onr civilisation, in the opportuni-
ties it adfords for the satisfaction of the most
highlv-developed human desires js  greater
than auny civilisation in the past. But in
the enormons majority of the members of onr
civilisation those human desires have not
been developed: they have on the contrary
heen stamped out. In great literature they
take no pleasure. I great thought they
take no pleasure. In science they take no

pleasure.  In great art they take no plea-
sure,  In great drama they take no pleasure.

Tn great music they take no pleasuwre. In
the very questions upon which the existence
af  the world urgently and poighantly  de-
pends they take no interest.  Any theatrical
manager, any art dealer. any bookseller. any
publisher, any newspaper editor, any musi-
cian, any artist will tell you that THOSE
THINGS DO NOT PAY. TIn other words,
people do not want to spend their maoney
upon such sadisfactions. What does pay in
drama is what the Revues provide ; what does
pav in literature is what W. H. Smith and
Son sell; what does pay in music is ¢ The
Bing Boys " what dees pay in thonght are
the leading articles in the Morning Past.”?

Censure for Bishop Barnes

HBishop Barncs of Birmingham evidently is
as great a wuisance to his own people as he
is to those of other faiths. His frequent in-
sulting references (o the Catholic Chureh and
to the Anglican High Church party have
cautsed the English Chureh Union to appeal
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, asking his
Grace to hid the Bishop hold his tongue.
The appeal is couched in dignified terms, but
the essence of it is that the English Church
Union does not think it hecoming that an
Anglican bhishop should be an ordinary No-
Popery ranter, and that, all things con-
sidered. Bishop Barnes is wmaking an in-
tolerable nunisance of himself. So say all
of us.

~ An Exasperating Church

The Catholic Church cuts into everything,
interferes with everything, and, up to g -
peint, exercises control even over those bodies
that repudiate her as a stumbling block to
progress. Of late years a large mnumber of
representative Protestants, finding that large
families entail a gzood deal of responsibility,
hnve discovered that patriotism demands a
declining birth rate. It 1s a mark of the
modern Pharisee that he always has a sancti-
fied motive wpon which to hang his cowardice
and sclfishmess.  Therefore, the -advocates of
hirth control try to make a virtme out of
shirking their obligations by saying that the
Empire will collapse unless large families are
discouraged. But a disturbing thought, how-
ever, arrests the attention of a writer in the
London Ouflook. “The Roman Catholic
Church,” he says, “has made up its mind
quite definitely on the subject, [of birth con-.
trol]l; and 1 invite the attention of the
Bishop of Birmingham and the Dean of St.
Paul’'s—hoth of whom arc advocates of hirth
control—to the fact that one result of this
attitude is that the Catholic population is
going up and Protestant down all over the
world, T do not in the least suggest, of
eourse, that the Vatican was influenced hy
this consideration (which, so far as I un-
derstand its premixes and argnments, seems
to me logically flawless), hat it is at least
i point of some practical importance. If
the Catholics are geing to produce children
and the Protestants are not, then it does not
really matter very much how loudly the Pro-
testant hierarchy denonnce the lay world for
hreeding—from 1its worst stocks. The time
will come when the Catholic survivors will
rewrite history in very different terms, and
the Protestants, having  hirth-controlled
themselves ont of existence, will find it diffi-
enlt to answer.”

Catholics and Anglo-Catholics

English Catholics are not greatly impressed
with the Anglo-Catholic movement. Henry
C. Watls, writing in Americer, tells us why.
There exists to-day in England nothing so
entirely and unmistakahly English as the
Catholic Chureh. On every side, by cath-
edrals, by titles, by customs, and by tradi-
tions, people are reminded of England’s
Catholic past. But between the Catholic
past and the present stands the Reformation
aud all that followed from jt. It marked
the parting of the ways for many in Eng-
land. Some chose the way that led ¢o
suffering, death, and a clear conscience;
others rode to wealth and power with troubled
souls. The Anglo-Catholies of to-day are the
lineal descendants of those who would not
suffer for the faith; the plain Catholies are
the lineal descendants of those who paid the
price and kept the faith. - The difference is
too great to be bridged over by mere imita-
tion of Catholic ceremonies. * Catholics see
a non-Catholic ecclesiastic, nominated by the
Prime Minister of the day, sitting in the
Chair of St. Augustine, bearing an honored
title conferred by the Roman See upon the.
Apostle of the English, and held by his Huey; y
cessors. 'They think of their ancestors ruling
the historic Church back for more than four-
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