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of titled and privileged personages who still
held the lands and ihe wealth, which, in the
days of the Reformation, they had plundered,
not from*churchmen and monks only, but
from the Emglish people, and to protect
whose ill-gotten gains the whole fabric of
distorted “hisiory’’ had been invented.

The book produced an immediate and mo-
mentous effect. Cobbett was broadcasting
Lingard’s historical results, bringing them
to the knowledge of the multitude, and add-
ing to them elements of his own. Mr. G.
. H. Cole (whose recently published Life of
William Cobbeti must supersede the works of
all his earlier biographers) goes so far as to
say that he, with his History of the Eeforma-
fion, rendered services to the cause of Cath-
olic Emancipation ouly second to those of
(VConnell. Mr. Cole tells us that: ““Appear-
ing in numbers in 1824 and 18235, the hook
achieved an enormous circulation.  Apart
from pirated editions and partial reprints,
which were numerous. the numbers rapidly
sold about 40,000 copies each. The work was
republished at ounce in Ireland aml in
America, and translated inte French and
other languages.”

Its Many Jditions.

Tn the iinndred vears since its appearance.
it has gone through many editions, and no
work of Cebbett’s has had so many readers.
IL was met, as it appeared, by attempts 1o
refute or discredit it; and there was u hostile
outburst of virwlent ahuse that only helped to
advertise it widely. A bulky pampliet was
issued in London under the title of Cubbetff’s
Book of the Roman Coatholic Charel. This
was really only an opponent’s collection of
passages reflecting ou the Papaey and on
Catholics, gleaned trom Cohbett’s  earlier
writings—yuotations sometimes garbled, often
separated from a qualifying context. and
always representing
author's views hefure his eves were opened
to the Dhistorical facts by reading Lingard.
Cobbett limselt protested that e did not
write as an advocate of the Cathelie religion.
Thus in the ssue of the work lor January,
1823, he said:—-

“I have made no converts to the Catholie
faith; but I have mace thousands of con-
verts to the truth respecting the canse of
the Catholies. Tt is teuth that [ have in
view to implant in the minds of my country-
men; and not only from an abstract love ol
truth, but also because s knowledge of tha
truth s particularly useful at this time.
I can uot have any dosire 1o make converts
to the Catholie faith. 1 believe it (o he a
very good Faith, hecause, as far oas omy ex-
perience goes, 1t produces very good moral
effects; but my objecet has heen to slhiow that
it has heen vilified unjustiy, awd that we
ought not on aceonnt of
and abetting in  the
fellow-subjects.”

Cobbett's work was deseribied by the hos-
tile,critics of his day as mere reckloss pam-
phleteering disgmised as history,  Fyen Mr.
Cole, his mast competent hinerapher, rather
depreciates its claim to rank ax serious his-
tory. But the best testimony to jts value
is that of one of the most eminent of living
historical experts—Cardinal Gasquet. While

some  phases of  the

1t to he aiding
tt-treatment o onr

he was still simply Abbot of Ampleforth, he
produced an edition of the History of the
Protestant Reformefion, in preparing which
he compared Cobbett's statements with the
original autloritics and documents, verified
his references and added notes, making cor-
vections in points of detail where needful.
He wrote that he was surprised te find how
few such notes and emendations were neces-
sary, and what a correet impression Cob-
bett gave of the course of evenls taken as
a whole. The History has thus still its solid
vilue, aml with the lapse of a century, it
has lost nothing of its popular appeal.

A New Fra of Truth and Goodness.

e said that e did not want to make
converts to the Cadtholie Church, but his
book has helped 1o mke many, by clearing
away from the minds of readers the obstacle
created by that lalse tradition. which repre-
sented the Fuelish Retormation as a national
inuvement awainst a hateful, soul-destroving,
tyranny and the heginning of a new cra of
trutlh  and Cobhott's  protest
swainst that stranee travesty of the faets is
all the more conviveing for the non-Catholic
reader, writer himself 2
“loval wenher ol the Churel of Enghoud.™
He elung 1o it chictly heeause it was ~Foe-

;;H()(lllt‘ﬁ\'.

heeanse 1l wils

institutions o his
connlry, even thoueh Le was Tully alive to
s oxisting @hoses and the evil aspects of
ity origin, But this wradirtonal  conserva-
tism did not prevent Lim from realising that
the social results of the Reformation had
heen lisaxtrons to the Englisle people,  Thus
e wrote of it:

I and oue ol the

SNothiug has ever xet come to supply the
place of whal was then destroved.  This is
the view for s to take of the matter. Tt
is not o mere matter of religion, hut a mat-
ter of vightss libertiese real wealth, happi-
ness el national preatness, 1E all these
have heon strengthened or anemented by the
Reformation. even then we st not approve
of the horrible weans: hut if they have all
been wenkened or fessencd hy that Refor-
mation. what an outrageous abnse of words
it is o eall the cvent by that name !

Tt v to William Cabbett's great  hanor
that s active political lire was devoter]l to
cforts fowards repairing some of the soeinl
evils and injustices which (he Reformation
of the sixteenth contiry had loft as an evil
logaey 1o the ninetcenth,

MOTOR CAR OWNERS,

A profesdonal man in Wellington  whe
cleans his own Motor savs that sinee e
started o use Q-tol Lie dispenses with wloves
and i< able to keep the dirt from getting
mgrained. s hamds are now smoother than
ever they were, A large 2/ hottle of Q-tol
Lists two moenths,

THE HIDDEN IRELAND
Br DANIEL CORKERY
A Study of Gaelic Munster in the Eighteenth
Century,
306 pages: demy B8vo size.
Price, 10/8 (postage free)
Only 12 copies available at the
Tablet Office, Dunedin.

Diocesan News

Archdiocese of Wellington
(From our own correspondent.)

September 11.

The schools have opened again after the
vacation, and teachers and pupils are pre-
paring for a strennous term. The long Christ-
mas spell enfureed by the Health authorities
has made this a hard year for both.

His Grace Archbishop 'Shea left Wel-
lington on Monday night for Blenheim on
an episcopal visitation. MHe is now in Nel-
son, whence he will proceed to the Coeast,
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Wanganui

(From a rcorrespondent.)

September 11.

On Sunday, 16th wle, Rev. Father Kim-
bell received 16 aspirants inte the ranks of
the Aramoho Children of Mary. This cere-
mony  was followed by a procession of Our
Lady iw which the Children of Mary, schoul
children, and altar bovs took part.  Father
Kiwhel! preached on devution to the Mother
of God and Benediction brought the evening's
devotions o close,

D utie respect only s Aromoho chnrelr be-
Fivd the tines,  Eleetrie Jight has been the
Fashion v city aned <uburbs Tor sopie time
past. bt the Untholics of Aramolio, en Sun-

duv evenings. suldl peer into their hymm
books ‘weath the htful glimmer of gas. With
the objeet of turning might into day at St.
Josepl's, the Aramoho Children of Mary
put theiv heads {ogether and decided upows =
a aney <ress hall for the adult: and a faney
dress party for the chitlren, "The first-
natmed funcgion look place on Tuesday, the
st inst., in the Arawmoho Convent School.
The men. for some unknown reason, fought
shy of faney costumes, only two being brave
cnongh 1o face the musie: so that the prizes
were eprried off by the ladies. Miss M. Lux-
ford’s was ihe most original dress, *‘N.Z.
Products.”’ and Miss Hazel Henry's was the
prettiest. “Carnival.”  The hall was taste-
fully decorated with greenery, paper butter-
Hies, and streamers. and a very dainty sup-
per was provided.  The “Dixieland” or-
cheslra way in attendance and added much
1o the sweeess of the dance.

The clildren's party, which took place
on Thursdav, the 3rd inst., was also erowned
with suceess. Over 200 children were there in
faney costumes, gnd of course many fond
parents came along to see and admire their
darlings. Tt was decided that the people
should vote for the best fancy dresses, and
it was indeed a diffienlt task, for so many
chitldren deserved mention, The ballot results
were—Girls: Margaret Robinson 1 (“*Chic-
ken™); Ellwyn George, 2 (“‘Bride”). Special
prizes: Nellie Beuchar (““Black Cat’”) and
Cathie Ahern (‘‘Rainbow’’). Boys-—Bernard
Focke (”Bride_‘groom”) and Eric George
(*‘Swagger”} tied for first place. P 2.
Ahern (“Golliwog™) 2. Special prize, A3
ley Healey (““Jazz Band”). Dancing wa
kept up until eleven o’clock, which is quite
late euongh for little ones. The final ﬁ%llner:s
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~are not yet made up, but sufficient has
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