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\ ‘The Future and the Present

-One day, perhaps, you will arrive at the
crosg-roads of life.
The paths diverge, vue running here, an-

. other there.

The time of general preparation is past;
that of the particular approaches, and you
must know to what station of life you are,
eie’ long, to belong.

Decisive moment!
-Eternity depends!

Yes, upon vour choice of a state of life,
your eternity cortainly depeuds.

Certain obligations are attached to cvery
condtion of life, on the pertormance or non-
performance of which is based a favorable
or unfavorable sentence after <death.

Choice npon whiclr an

In order to faithfully and meritoriously
discharge the duties of wy ealling  twa
things are necessary:

L.—A supernatural, and

2.—A nataeal ahilily for my voenlion.

The supernatural gualitication is noiling
elso than the grace of vocation. 1 is maore
than sufficient, it is an abundant help from
ahove which, protecting. and en-
couraging, assists and streagthens e in the
performance of my special dutios, guards moe
in special dangers anl <ustain we in diffi-
culties and temptations.

guiding,

Grace of Vaceation,

JTo this grace of voeation 1 ean only lav
claim, il the state 1 choose i the one in-
tended for nmio by God. B toree wvself
into a state for which He did not iviend me,
1 thereby relinguish that special aseistine:
which would have heen attaehed o wy righi-
ful voeation.

As to the natural ¢qualification.
given, on the one side, by
faculties whiclk il me for
}nd on the other,

stteh 1w
the talents aned
Wocertain slate,
hy an eneourngine cnm-
am

in the right place; 1 am where Gad placel

me; I am doing His Liely Will: T can, there-
fore, count on His help.
Yes. This consciousness can justly he

called a sort of natural gqualifieation. If,
without asking for light from on ligh, T
have made a hasty cloice of a staic of life
—have entercd or pushed mvself inio rola-
tions that are mever approved of hy (od,
nor, after due deliberation, even hy mysclf,
grief, sorrow, repentance may so.darken my
mind and heart that the dutics of my siaie
suffer considerably, and every useful effort
15 checked.

If T labor with pleasure within the sphere
of my vocation, if ¥ am strengthened hy the
conviction that I am in the right place; if
this thought comforts me, that God is pleased
with the direction of my life,~my overy

‘action has force and power, and all that |

do is fresher, better, more durable, and more
fruitful of good results.

You cannot dispense with either the na-
tural or supernatural qualification,—least of
all, with the supernatural, “Unless the Lord
build the house they labor in vain that build
it’* And how foolish it would be ta begm
to, build a tower without first comnting the
%&s, and ezleulating whetler there is money
efough on hand te finish the work.

It is beyond all doubt thai many are

ternally lost in this or that state, and on

“them,

aceount of this or that state who, in another
state, would Lave been saved. They are not
equal to the requirements of the state they
have chosen; they do not fulfil their duties;
they mneglect their obligations and, when
called to account by God, they find their
damnation,
God's Invitation.

Yos, how many are now in hell who, while
ot carth were in positions urapproved by
Ged; and how many are now in Heaven who
would be in hell if here below they had not
vhosen the voeation for which God designed
anid to which He invited them?

Ho who lindly enters into any state of
life; ho who is guidid only by temnporal con-
sulerations 1 so important a matter and
permits himself to be governed by external
virennistances; he who does not regard the
Will of God and does not assure himself of
the Divine approval in an affuir so decisive
fur the salvation of his seul,—forstalls God's
Iuly prerogatives and frustrates His loving
intenitons and designs for the salvation of
each of His human creatures. He commits
an act of injustice to human soclety.

ile who 1s not called to u certain state
al life and who, so to say, enters it forcibly

and’ n.gmmt lns mehnatlons, resemblen & dis
located limb which paina snd injures the

whole  hody,” because it is in . an 1mpropar
position.

Such a one causes incalculable damago tp

himself, becauso he condemns himself to an

unnatural position, in which his faculiies
and talents either utterly lack  development
or find at hest an imperfect and unfraitful
expansion, far removed from that easy and
prolific development appointed them by ithe
Creator and Dispenser of all good gifts.
Above all, such a one inconsiderately or
maliciously risks the highest and most im-
portant of ail his concerns—his immortal
soul,

However youthful levity may regard this
choice of a state of lifg —however indiffer-
ently and arbitrarily many youth treat this
matter—do you, at least, lLold fast ito this
conviction, that muech, very much deperds
upon your choice of vocation—time, Lter-
nity, Heaven, Hell, joy, torments!

Consider, therefore, with God, whither to
direct your steps. The paths of life are not
a matter of indifference. Better is counsel
before the deed, than difficult healing atter
haste. Do nothing without counsel, and thou
shalt not repent what thou hast done.
—Thoughts and Counsels of Father

Doss, ST,
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Papal Infallibility

Not only does Pupal Infallibility have no
referctwe whatever to the politieal action
of Cathalies, but it has a very limited ap-
plicition to their religious heliels (savs the
Sasten Difod).

Papal Wnfallibility is a dogma which was

promulgated o 1970, Lts meaning is best
exinbited by the {ollowing paragraphs of
Curdinal Gibbons' Faifh of Ouwr ifafhers
{op., 112-20):

As the doetrine of Papal Infallibifity is
~trangely msapprehended by our separared
hrethiren, hecause it is prievously misvep-
resented by those who profess to be ennght-
cned ministers of -the Gospél, 1 shall begin
hy stating what Infallibility does not mesn,
and shall then explain what it really -:.

Fivst.—-The ITnfallibility of the Popes does

not siginify that they are inspired,  The
Apostles were endowed with the gift of in-

spiration, and we accept their writings as
the revered Word of God.  No Catholie, om
the contrary, elaims that the Pope is in-

spired or endowed  with Divine Revelation
propetly so called.

second,—Infallibility does not mean thus
the Pope is impeccable or spectally oxempt
from liability to sin. The Popes have been,
indecd, with few cxceptions, men of virti-
ous lives.  Many of them arc honored s
martyrs. Sevents-nine out of 239 are -
voked upon our altars as saints eminent for
their holiness,

Third —Bear in mind, also, that this
Divine assistance is guaranteed to the Pope
not it his capacity as private teacher, but
only in his officinl capacity, when he judges
faith and morals as head of the Church.
If a Pope, for instance, like Benedict XIV,
were to write a treatise on Canon Law, his
book wonld ‘he ds much open to criticism as
that of any Doctor of the Church.

Fourth.—Finally, the merrnblhty of the

. Supreme Court at Washington,

Popes, being restricted to questions of faith
and morals, does ot extend to the natural
seionces, such as asfronomy or geology, un-
less where crror is presented under the false
name of science, and arrays itself against
revealed truth. It does not, therefore, con-
cern itself about the rature hnd motions of
the planets. Nor does it regard purely
political questions, sueh as the form of gov-
ernment a natien ought to adopt ,or for
what candidates we ought to vote.

What, then. ix the real docirine of In-
fallibility » It simply means that the Pope,
a8 stiecessor of St Peter, Prinee of  the
Apostles, by virtue of the promises of Jesus
Christ, is preserved from the error of judp-
ment when he  promulgates the Chureh’s
decisipn on faith or morals.

The Pope, therefore, be it known,
the maker of the Divine law;
its expounder. He is not the author of
Revelation but only its interpreter. All
Revelation came {rom God alove through His
inspired ministers, and it was complete in
heginning of the Church. The Holy
Father has no more authority than you or
P to hreak one iota of the Scriptures, and
he is equatly with us the servant of the
Divine law,

In a word, the Sovercign Pontiff is to the
Church, thongh in a more eminent degree,
what the Chief Justice is to the United
States. We have an instriment called the
Constitution of the United States, which is
the charter of our civil rights and liberties.
If a controversy arises between two States
regarding a constitotional clause, the ques-
tion is referred, in the last resort, to the
The Chief
Justice, with liis associate Judges, examines
into the cnée, and theén proncunces judgment
upon it; and this decision, is final, irrevoe-
able, and practically infaliible.
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