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,@T One of the first facts that confront a man
who is trying to keep in the friendship of
God is the weakness and instability of lis
own will, He has no doubt about God’s
will, he knows that grace will never be wani-
ing; it is about his own co-operation, aboub
his own contimuunce in graco that lLe s
distrastful. Now, this clistrust, so far from
making him digpleasing to God, is one of
God's greatest morcies towards him. It is
intended fo establish his life on the stable
virlue of Tummility, for wheever is humbled

under the mighty land of Ged, watelies care-
Tully over hunsell, works oot hiy suivation
with fear and irembling, and 15 on the sure
road Lo T if
failure of onr perseverniee s known to Ged

haliness of the Tach or
alome, ihere s compensating Tael thal ix
this s ihal God s oour
Father and our Friend and owr Almighty
Helper,  Hope is one of the divine virtues
which we must practise, and there is no
place for fope where all is cerlain, for as
8t, Paul savs: “llope that v seen, is ot
hope.  Lor what why doth he
hope for it Bul where God'v will is cer-
tain, amd vur coeperation nneertaing hope

lawown (o us, and

a mun seeth,

comes tn Tar onr comlort,
Hew iben shall wo

gilt of finnl perseveranee whicl no man can
nerit?  Wirst, there must he an abiding
trust in God's patient love. Tt s the Un-
~changeable God who gives endurance and
vigor to all the works of His hands, and
especially to man.  Hut low does Ged im-
part this vigor, what means doox He place
at our disposal to imnke our election sure?
Now, there are sume great graces of God

: which cannot stand alone, but must be sup-
ported and kept in vigor by others. Such a
grace is final perseverance, which needs the
support of the two scemingly opposite vir-

seetre this erowning

tues of Tlope and Paticewee.  Hope s
' an  idealising  virtue, lifting our eyes
to the stars, while Paticnce is a com-

mon-place virtue, expressing pain awd toil,
and is concerned with the carth. You think
they are opposites; St. Paul did not: “But
if we hope for that which wo see not, we
wait for it with patience.”

The surest way to preserve the sturdy
virtue of perseverance is to daily watch and
tend these two other virtues of Hope and
Patience. Tix your eyes upon Heaven, the
great prize of life; but remember that you
have hands as well as eyes, and that these
hands arc the instruments of patience, fo
tako up and perform the work that is wait-
ing for you at the dawning of each new day.
Your toil must be sustained by hope, like
the ploughman’s, who grips the plough with
strong and firm hands, but sees the sky
abpve 'him, and hears with joy the skylark’s
silwery song; your work for Heaven is not

mere plodding for something unseen. You

re not a mere dreamer or sentamentalist,
living on hope alone; neither is your work
" mrimey and sordid, leading to despair.

(By Ricar Rev. Mor. Power for the N.Z. Tablet.)
XXXII.—FINAL PERSEVERANCE.

Now, with theso two virtues properiy bal-
anced, each contributing ity own share to a
Godlike work, you will wisely adopt a fixed
rule of life: vou must he content with no
itful efforts, acting hnpulsively

i moments
of spiritual excitesient, wnd in moments of
reaciion losing ground and sealtering  all
vour merits of the past.  Yon may not like
the iden of living by rule while alt areund
vou live by impulse, hut this dislike ol role
comes from the fact (hiat yvor have nol tried
it A rule of Life is a very sinple ing,
sinee it is a role Tor each day and there s
mueh in oo
spending cach day well,
reasan why o Cathalic
to speud one day well,
rufe?

First, wet up early iu the worning, amd

nol duv. Perseverance means
surely Lhere s no
able

shonkl nat he

What thep s the

after offering vonr beart ave ihe wew day
to God, kneel down 1o His presence, and say
vour morning pravers.  Freguentiy  renew
vour marnine offering duringe the dax, espe-
ctally at the heommme ol eaclh new work.
Heacken ot noon Tor the Aneelus helll and
fet. 10 Dring von into the compuany of Jesos
and Mary: and when at the close of day,
vorl are abeut to enter mte the mysterious
el af sleep, knee] dawn eiee more, examine
your conserence, ask God's pardon, and ine-
volie His angeds (o waieh over yonr sleep.
There is nothing very difficult abont this,
vet it will infallibly foster i vou the spirit
of prayer, and whoever lLas thai spirii will
save his soul.

There are come days that will have spoeeial
duties. There is Satorday, overy Saturday
if possible, the day {er Confession. rhe dax
on which in a very special manner yon will
ask Almighty God to pardou all yvour sins.
For this you will nmke o serious prepara-
lion, not making i a matier of mechanieal
routine.  Anothier special dav is Suoday,
which you will canscerale (o God. On this
day you will hear Mass and instruction on
the Christian doctrine, and i possible re-
ceiva Holy Connmuonion: vou will also assisk
at the evening Benediction, o form of wor-
shipping the Holv Host, which Lae thrgh
the 10V8 of her l'|li|l’]1't_’1|, Ilu(:(llt}r' 1he most
popular devetion of the {Twreh.

Finally, you may fall fu spile of thiy sim-
ple tule of Iifc, hul one fall must not upset
vour resolution.  You musi have patience
with yourself ; Rome was not huilt in a day,
neither was any saint: and through oven-
sional falls Abnighly God feaches us that we
have no power of ourselvey to keep ourselves,
and that it is only throngh Flim Who streng-
theneth ws we have power. If there is nai-
ural weakness, there 1s supernatural strenglh
and our own incapacity should serve, not to
make wus shirk the good fight, hni to warn
us where to seek the power and strength we
need. I do not say thal sin is not a ter
rible thing, but at the same time T do insisi
that no matter what the sin may he, no
matter how muny thousands there max be of

them, God is patiently waiting and longing
to welcome back the sinner.

‘Arvise quickly then when you fall, pray
tv Qod for more strength in the future, and
then, please God, a final day will come when
you will see realised i your own crowning
the promise of your Savicur:

“Be thou faithful until death, and T will
give thee the erown of life. Behold I come
quickly: hold fast that which thou hast,
that no man take thy erown. He that shall
overcome, I will muke him a pillar in the
temple of My God: and he shall ga out no
more: and I will write upon him the Name
of My God, and the Name of the City of
My Gud, the New Jernsalem which cometh
down out of Heaven from My God, and
My new Name. To him that shall over-
vome, 1 owill wive to sit with Me in My
Throne: as 1 akso have overcome, and am
st down with My Father in s Throne.”
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THE GOLDEN PRISON,
Weep net for me, when T gone,
Not spend thy faithful hreath
[ wrieving o'er the spoet or hour
Of all-enshrouding death;

Nor wasle in ke praise (hy Jove
On deeds of head or haad,

Whicl hve within the Living Book,
Or else are writ in sand; '

Bat et it be the hest of pravers,,
Thav I may find the prace,
Tu reach the holy howse of toil,

The Trontier penance-place

. .

I'o ]'L‘:H']l that golden palace bright,
Where souls oleel abide,

Waiting their curtain eall to licaven,
With angels at their side:

Where Fate, wor pride. nor fear forments
The transitory guest,

But in the willing ageny
He plumges and i blest.

And as the fainting patriareh gain'd
His needinl hall mid-way,

And then refresh'd pursue? his ath,
When up the mount Tay.

So vray 1hat, reseued from the storm
O heaven's eternal ire,
1 may lie down. then rise again,
Safe, awl yet saved by dire.
—Canpivan Nuwaax.
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