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Witheut Comment -d

We publish witheut comment the x.
Press Association message which appeare,
in the daily press last week:—

SUDDEN DEATH.
Londen, May &.

Mr. Georgé Whale, when presiding at a
Kationalist dinner in connection with the
Huxley centenary, fell dead affer delivering
a speech in which hé attacked Christianity.
Mr. Whale's sdlliés catised much ughter
among the seventeen guests, but a few mo-
ments after he had finished only hushed
whispers were heard, for he collupsed in his
chair. Artificial respiration was tried, but
it failed to restore him.—A. ;i"nc__l N.7. Cable.

[Mr. Whale was the hon. chaivman of tho
Rationalist Press Asseclalion.|

The French Persecution

At Lhe close of their annual Lenten meel-
ing in Paris the French Cardinals and
Archbishops issued a joint message to the
Catholics of France in their Declaration
against ithe so-called “Lay Laws,””  which
were resurreeled by  the Grand Orient's
French ageunits masquerading as a French
Government. It 15 true that the Herriot
Ministry, who magle the resnrrection of the
“Lay Laws™ oue of its fiest official acls; has
been displaced since the Declaration  was
issted ; but the faet that tle traitor Cail-
laux, wlose perfidy was too huuseating to
permit cven the daily newspapers to give
i o cant of whitewash sofficiently thick
to conceal his true character, is a power in
the new Ministry leaves us no room to doubt
the identity of its masters. The fall of the
Herriot Ministry did not mean that France
had chosen new rulers: it mennt only that
the Freemasons had cliosen new servants,
The Declaration of the Treush Cardinals
and Archhishops is spoken of s the most
important decument issued by the French
Hierarely durving fifty vears. [t points o
the itniguity of these “Lay Laws,”  which
ill\'(ll\.'&‘ tlhe Taw  of  Separation with its
hreach with religinit: the godless ecddveation
law: the Taws of diverce and the luicisation
of e lospitads, depriving the sick and dve
g ol the consalations of relision. Hllf"]l
laws nre ot the sense ol
Thex are what St Thamas ealls
aels of violence rather than liws, The Do
cluration goes an to disenss the means which

“laws™ in true

the word,

Cuthalics ought to cmeploy v (he abolition
of “Lucism™ and its principles.

Cnmrme-
rates the means under (hroe frends -

: (1) Ae-
tion an public apinion: (N Aetion on e
legiclators: (3} Action on the Government,
Under the fiest hond Cathaties are rped to
propagate  truth publi¢  lecbures  und
meetings. eonversutions, the press, and any

][\'

other legitimate avenue which mav he opened
For this purpose.  Action on the legislators
15 to be carvied om by fnrcing the matter on

the attention of individual memhers of the

Chamber and the Seuate, hy carrespondence
and by adelresses nrotests from orean-
sed holics of groups of Catholies.  Similar
action is to he hrought (o bear on members

Curréﬁ_“t Topics

. o ..
of the Governmeni gnd the administration
?

prefects, mayurs, counciilors, and ile rest.

TlEe Cathplics ure already organised to make
*his persistent agitation eff

pers wtive,  “Publie
C 1.7 says the Declaration, *‘takes the
opini. e who make a pood fight. Tt

part of tho..
abandous thase
case.”’

whe throw up their own

Catholic Organisation in France-
The Declaration of Cardinuly
Archbizhiops s not a  mere  collection ol
words issied on principle as # fulile prolest
against  overwhelming  opposition. There
exists to-day in Pronee a Catholic organisy-
{ion capable of translatng info decds every
sugrgestion confamed in tles Decluration. Ax
M. Herriot announeed anti-
Catholie pufiey General de Castelnan, one of
fhe Famans soliliors of ehe Greag Wak, enfied
on the Catholies of France
“National Féderation™ for il profection l_']l“
their rights. The response 1o the General’s
appeal has been so loud and daring fll:i"t the
daily press outside France has sedn’ fir i
énter into a conspiracy of sifence regarvdibg
it. The Federation wovenent is ahnoest ex-
clusively in the hands of lavmen,  Meetings
are being held all over FPranee, in eity. lown,
and village, There have heen many gatler-
ings and parades of H00000 60080 and even
80,000 men, aud in all these vast gatherines

“nd

.

the

SOOIL D% his

Lo afganise o

thonsands of war veterans wearing  their
decorations held a prominent place.  The

organisation was founded chielly upon four
points—the pledges given to Alsace-Lorraine,
mcluding their right 1o religions [reeden
and schools It which religion would
taught, must be observed : the maintenance
of the [rench Embassy ol the Vatieatt, nol
only bhecatise s many
Catholics. hut
centre of world-wide
Protestant

ho

Freneh people are
e
nlnenee,

hecanse Vatlean is u

where
States
sider that they must he ofiiciafly representod

even
ard pon=-Christian Con--
the Tight of gssoctalion. recovnised 1 com-

won law, must protect ihe existence of the

religious (rders in Franee an fhe  moere
agroimds of justice quite apart from claims
based upon their services (o the nation:

freedom of edueation, cnabling Catholies to
have their childven odueated n the faith
they profess and securcd rom the podless
eduenlion of The
gamisatiom s independent of a1l party Lies
and fraditions,
vision,

The sceuwlsr sehonls, 0=

This latler s a wise pro-
In the past many Catholic French-
en believed in the policy of Teiting sleeping
dogs lie; thex did not eare to agitate for
the repeal of repressive Jaws so Jong as those
iz power were not disposed to pul the saiud
Luws into operation,  Recent histery, how-
ever, has gshown that the dogs may wake np
at any old time and procecd to mischicf.
The Herrioi Government, for example, would
have found il mueh more difficult to intro-
duce new anii-Catholic Iaws than to resur-
rect those already in existence, The Fede-

ration, therefore, was wise in deciding that
its members shonld not be tied to any poli-

tical group hut should stand on their feet
as Calholics, claiming their rights as eiti-

zens of the French Republic, asking for ng
special privileges, but insisting that they
suffer no disabilities on account of the fact
F-hat they were true to their faith. A Paris
Journalist. usually unfriendly to €atholics,
contrasted tho militant  spirit  shown by
Fre_nch Catholivs to-day with their passivity
during the persecutions of Coubes Cand
Briand more than twenty years ago: “The
Cutholics sinee tie war,”” he wrote, “are
not just what they were im pre-war fimes,
“'_hen nien have fought for their country
without counting risic or cost, and when
they feel that they Iy ‘
hest soldiers of the w

been ameongst the
' r. they are not so
dy in times of peace (¢ submit Lo being
' .

- aned ill-lreato] on aecoent of theiv
haragsen Hofs, ] n A holowicad

. wre iy o psvehologien
most sueted he,, ere s PRy .

owj o Mhiat is b
clement to be counte, With Tiere 0 t‘f vl

Tere.

imprudent and unjusi ! disregar

The Cloven Hoof

The atheistic Governmeni in Franee is des
germined to fasten seeularism vpon Alsace.
l)f
Afsatians with o erafiv compromise is nol
A sigh of wavering on its part, hul only an
brdication that it hay decided to adopt a
more’ methold 1o gnin its end.
Quite recently M. Herriat opened at Colmar:
whal he deseeiled a9 an interdenominational .
school,

That it meels the sicenumes opposilion

Tasrcions

I:’flpifq of vartous religions Lebels
ares invited o aviend with ile renssurimed
{hat
tepchers from duiside (o give religions in-
striction to classes of Catholies, Protestants,
and Jews.

Facilities will e oiven Ao religious

1t was also annonneed that simi-
Iat estahlishments would be opered in other
towns after Taster. Mer. Boeh, ghe intrepid
Bishiop of Strashonre, is not deceived by the
He has declared that
Catholies mmst pot attend 1hese schools, il

Goaverninent's gesture.

purpese of which is to pave the way forr
the auoressively  anli-Christiarn edueation
which s o marked feainre of the secular:

schools of Franee.  The compromise, how--
ever. shows the dungerons character” of  the:
No the Ministry fell
ihat Alsaee was an extremely delicate proh--
lem to handie.  The militant spirit of the
Alsatians made it almost impossible for the
Goverunienl to eslahlish the lay schools suc--
cesstully by

fiovernment, donbt

arbitrary means.  Moreover, a-
quarrel n Alxaee might be attended hy wun-
pleasant effeets npon other interests of the
Government guile apart {from edueation. By
offering (o admtl rehigions instructors to the
sehools the Government sought to disarm
opposiiion by appearing fair and reasonable.
A repuiation for delerance would he wseful
if the Graud Orient laier decided to suppress
the religious schools by force. The Catholic
leaders, of conrse, were not deceived by ihe
guile of M. Merriot. They know that an
hour’s religions instruction per day wonld
be a poor antidote for five honrs spent in
an atmosphere hostile to religion. Relimion
i not na subjeet like geopraphy which has
little to do with arithnietie. Tt is a subject

which must permeate the whole system of
seeular instrnetion.

Christianising the Drama

The Paris correspondent of the Cathelic
Times tells that while the anti-clerical Goy-
ernment of France are busy paganising the
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