Wepsisbay, May

ERNITS

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

19

great pains to remove the obstacles that arise
rot seldom from the poverty of the family,’
Parents as well as priests have mued to do
in directing the thoughts of their ehildren to
the serviee of God in the sanctvary or the
cloister. God, no other, pives the grace of
voeation, but Ie wishes it te be won for
children hy their parents and woun by prayer
and saerifice and personal sanctifieation.

In truly Cathiolic homes it is the holy and
prayerful ambition of purents to give at least
one of their children to the altar or the
religious class-room. They have a deep sense
of the honor and blessing conforred upon
them by God in ealling one of their own flesh
and blood to serve Him in His work for souls.
They respeci the freedom of the child, but
count it their right to use their God-given
position in the home gently to turn the minds
of their little enes to the priestly or religious
calling, They know that if their child has
crdinary talents, good health, the wish to
scrve God and souls, and has above all ehar-
acter and solid value, it may offer itself as
Peter and his companions did of old to the
Tord.  All this means praver and watchfal-
ress and prudence and saerifices nof a few,
but oh! what joy for father and mother to
assist on earth or f{rom heavea at the First
Mass of their son or the religious clothing
of their ehild, *‘T.et not fathers and mothers
of families fear to direet the attention of
their children towards the radiant glory of
the sanetuary.””? (Pope Benedict XV).

Mav I sav to you. brethven, that if God
enlls the voung aspirant to the priesthood,
He calls upon you alse to help Him by your

- prayers and gencrous assistance?

But it is time for me to end. The past
onr fathers have wrought: the Future, let ns
remember it with homilify, is in our hands.
Close on 100 vears have seen mighty deeds
for souls in the Clureh in our land: the
noxt contury in its life will be what New
Zealand  pricsts people. with God's
arace, choose to make itf. Changes will
come, but the everlasting hifls will remain;
men will seek Goad and find salvation only
through Jesus Christ, and the Church will
sland to make Him known and loved.  How
mneh the Chureh will do here amongst us
will depend in great measure on 1he New
Zealanders who. reared in pious families and
entoring sl an eavly awge the sladium  of
Jesus Chirist, learn  [rom  their receptive
vears to Tove the hely Christian faith, and,
fashioned in  the habhit of praver and
strengihened by Christ's ascetical training
and come Corth from the College of THoly
Cross with the fire of apestalic zeal in their

and

priestly hearts. o ‘

We to-day receive the Provineinl Seminaty
as a rich inheritance from the past. We
must see to it, bizhops, priests, and people.

™ at this iuheritanee shall not fail in our
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hands; we must transmit it not only un-
tmpairesl hut in inereased honor and uscful-
ness to OUF SUCCessors.

Weo face the iask with eonfidence hecause
onr trust is in the Lord. He has bt_:gn
aracious to the College of Holy Cross '1n
these first 25 vears of her existence: Tle
will surely be no less gracious in the years
to come.

When little time and less of gold
Have wronght so mueh thro’ faith and
love,
What way we trusi when years have rolled
With added hlessiugs from above?

Those who gather ju this House of Prayer
in the year 2000 will look back on many
changes.  May they find unchanged  the
priestly spirit. hreathed into her soul hy her
limble, holy fonnder. There are monasiories
in the Ol World that have seen the sun
rise and sct for on, 12000 1500 vears, hut
they are what wWere aun,
though not a stone now stands on o sione
of what they were, hecause their name auid
work and ideals ave all nnehaneed,  We
do not eling for lite to walls of hrick. hut
to the work which God qnickens, to the
memory, the wavs, the traditions, and the
teaching of the true sons of the Gospol.

T pray with you and all other friends
of this work that the Great Mich Priest
witl hess this College of His, and make hor
the magna mafer virum, the potent malher
of heroes,  May Ler priests carry in their
hearts the courage, zeal, hich purpose, and
ideals that como [rom praver and holiness.
May they he forever known by the
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VERY REV. BEAN KIRK, S.)M,

An old newspaper (dlareh 6, 1873), cen-
tained the following-—then as now-—interest-
ing paragraph :—4The steamer KEasby, which
arrived at Wellivigton from Sydney a fow
days’ since, brought a weleome addition te
the Catholic priesthood” of New Zealand.
Five reverend g(‘l]:t](’ﬁlf‘l‘l were passengers hy
‘the vessel, and on their arrival were received
and welcomed By the Most Rev. Dr. Red-
wood, . the Bishop of the diocese. The
names of the clereymen were : —Rev, Fathers

WELLINGTON :

charity of Clrist and win sonls for Him by
the saving sign of ihe Cross.
PONTIFICAL BEXEDICTION

With the archlishops and bishops in their
purple robes, the brilliant vestments of the
Pontifieating preluate, assistant, and attend.
ant elerpgy, the high altar resplendant in rieh
furnishings and most chastely adorned, the
sanetuary in the morning  presented an im-
posing and strikingly  heautitul  speetacle;
while st wight the illuminations imparted
splendor lo a scene which will long be re-
membered by all who witnessed it.

His Grace Archbishop 'Shea officiated at
Peutifical Benediction of the Blessed Sacera-
nment: Revo Father 7. Collen (Wellington)
and Rev. Father Shore (Auckland) being
deacon and suhdeacon respectively, and Rev.
Fathers Buckley and Ardagh, masters of
ceremonies,  The musie, splendidly rendered
Ly the students’ ¢hoir of Holy Cross College,
condueted by Rev, Tather Andersen with
Mr. Gordon O7AMeeghan at the organ, con-
sisted of the 0 Salutaris™ (Sitver), the
“Te Deum,” —Tantum Fren,” {Oreste Ra-
venello). ' Divine Praises™ (G, 0'Meeghan)
and the ©Adoremns” (Molitor),

The dax's corcmonies were conclnded hy
ithe singing of “Faith ol Our Fathers”?
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Yardin, Ryan, Mahonexr, Chrew. and Kirk.”

Father (afterwards  Dean)  Kivk, S.M.,
tmentioned in this connection, was hest known
as pastor of Wanganni, and  his parochial
district extended far to the north, and on
the Seuth and Rast included practically the
whole of what is now the Rangitikei county,
There he Tabored ovor a very lengthy period
with greai =zeal and conspicnous success.
His death was deeply lamented not alone
by his own parishioners, hut also by those
of every denomination. Passers-by  along
Victoria Avenue, Wanganui, pause to look
upon u memorial 1o the dear departed er-
ected by the people of the town as a whole,
This monument, which consists of a marble
eohminn swrmovnted with a Celtic cross, is
erected on a stone hase within the enclosure
of St. Mary’s Church and adjacent to ihe
side-walk, bears the following inseription: —

“In Joving memory of the Very Rev. Chas.
H. Kirk, SM., Dean, who was pastor of
St. Mary's, Wanganui, 29 vears, and died
22nd mareh, 1904 —R. 1.7V

Wangauoni's 0ld-Time Name
It is not generally known that the town

of Wanganui was oviginally ealled Petre,
after Tord Petre, chairman of the N.Z.

Compuany, but the inhabitants preferred the
town being named after the noble river. It
appears that Lord Petre, who was a pre-
minent Catholie, was very destrous  that
Otago should he a Catholie seltlement, but
Captain Cargill (founder of Otago) was suf-
ficiently strong on 1le board of manage-
ment to secure that as a Scotch Presbyterian
centre.  The Board, however, offered to al-
low the C'anterbury settiement to he a Cath-
olic one, in order to placate Lovd Petre, who
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