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How I Brought Up -My& Five Children-’

T able to outside influence,

(By Mgz, Aeuen K. Swrrn,

Mrs. Alfved E. Swith, wife ot the Governor
of New York, has written a mnst interesting
article on the subject indieated, which wili
appear in the March issne of the Woman's
Hows Compnion.
SaYS:

The first thing to he said about bringing
ap five children 1s that thev are five times
ag ecasy to hring up as one child.

Mucl has bheen written about the conntry's
need of Jarge familics and the mother's duiy
of hearing and veaving them; but if a task
be a pleasure as well as 2 (lut_\' why not eni-
phasise its pleasant aspect? The more ¢hil-
dren that came into my home, the happicr
home became—and the lighter my responsi-
bilitics. A woman s bound to experiment
in bringing wn her first child, and if he re-
mains the only ¢hild she may have too much
time for experiment.  She hecomes selfcon-
seions and her self-consciousuess alfeets and
infects her bay or girl. Besides, how wasteful
it 15 fo learn the juh of motherhood with one
child and Lhen never {o pud one's proficiency
to tho test with auny other!

It T, if any mother of five children, were
to answer truthfully the question of ]10w we
brought them up, we would say “They them-
selves helped 1™ Tn lidtle and big ways, myv
cliildren Lrouaht ench other up., Things that
I taught Alfred jun. and Emily, my oldest
son and danghier, they in turn tanght Cath-
crine and Arthur and Walter. And the litile
oues kept their clders fram growing carveless.

Aaweng other things she

A dMother's Lessons.,

Cue ol the lessons whicl the mother of
several children learns s thal theic
rootiness— or “hindness”—-18 so mneh a matier
of health und of hahit, Health itself depends
on hahbst,

There was no secluded, sound-proof nursery
in that little apartment of ours,
10 ntrse

00N

There was
there wonldn't have heen a nurse
even if we had had 2 place fo nut Ler and
tho money to pay her I took care of
my children myself; it is a pleasure which 1
cannot imagine leaving to others. But heing
the mother of one’s children should not mean
heing their slave. When it was time for my
habies to go to sleen, they were Jaid down in
their eribs, in a davrkened rooin, and they
went to sleep. T didn’t rock them s T didn't
sit heside them; there was no suecession of
wailing ealls for my presence. T sfarted them
with the right hedtine habit and they lept
it up. T nursed them, of ecourse, and thus
their food hahits started rvight.

I did all my own work when my babies
wera little, but it was so planned that 1 could
take them for their onlings at regular times.
Their habits made them healthy, and T had
to contend with little or none of that peevish
fretting which, tn children, is usnally trace-
able to strained nerveg
physical maladjustment.

It never oceurred to me, and I know it

WIS,

or to some other

never occurred to my hushand that there way .

anything in the world which we wanted more
than our children. Simoly regarded as an

Wife of the

Cuthelic Gm'cruor ol Now Yark.)

entertainment, they tuke the place of so mucl.,
that chilidless counles find necessary for their
enjoyment of liio. My children -have always-
interested Spending the evening cwith
them has given. me “’l<”1t.[‘l returns in plea-
sure than a theatre or vost; wrant eonld ()Hu
My youngest hov, W alter—my
thongh lie is twelve now—- o whole vaude-
villo show in himseli! T do ot mean that
T think children should he flattered, orutheir
precocity exploited— although praise is folly
as useful as blime in deading with them. Bt
hecause their fatlier and 1 have always sh oW
that wa liked them as well as loved them,
that we enjoyed their soc iety, that they .uhlvd
definitaly to our hap biness, they
helieve, -

ine.

“haby )}

al-+

Lave, T
Played up' Lo our anpreciation of

then. The snbeonscious thonght thatl they
wera a irguble™ or a0 Sirial” has. nes T,
poisaned the air they bhreathe.
A Dal Résponsihility,
No woman  however hard she tries, can
keep the son shining in her horme- —alone. The

title of this article on ~how 1 hrought np
wy children™ onght veally to read, wie'
Lroughi l'p our echiidren.” The children’s
father Tay helped so much in tieip bhringing
up.

e is never so hanpy, 1 tlnnL as when he
is spending the evening with them at home,
and he has lad that habit ever sinee t]l(_\_'
were iy hahies.

“how

I cannot imagine how a
mother hrings np her Fumily with an ahsentec
fatlier who spends not only lis worktime hut
s playtime away from home.

My hushand econld hathe o and dregs onr
habies as woll as 1 could— and ho did i nft(-n
He says that one of the proudest purchases
of lis life was the small arringe and nair of
goals, fur which hp laborionsly  saved the'
money when Alfred and Fimily were little.

He has helped me to impress {he children
with the importanee of their sehool work, T
never conld laugh, as some mothers do. if a
hoy or girl hirought home a had report. After
all, doinz their sdmul work s for the time
being their joh 1n Iife and 1 have alwavg
iried to make c¢lear to them that no one has
a vight to slack his joh. That is exactly how
theiv father feels about it; if possible, he
tecls miore stronely o the sub]@(t than T do,
heeanse ho couldn’™s have Lo selionling ho
provides for his children. One of our hoys
tried {0 nargne the paint with him, hinting
that education wasn't “so much™  hecausa
father didn’t have and now look at f'lﬂlm‘

“1 had the luek to he one out of a million,’
the Governor told L.

“You're not 1unmnrr
sueh o chance—yon’re to have an cdueation.’
He was thinking of tlis mterview, T I\nn\\,
wlen he wrote in lns 1523 messape to the New
York Legislaturee “Anybody desiring to have
a proper understinding of the necessity for
an education need onlv t©
was denied it.].

tall to the man who

Home-lifo the Sccwt

Sometimes it seems to me that nine- tenths
of the secret of brmrrmg up a family of c]nl-.
dren senstbly lies in bringing them un in the

-ehildren have the habit of dropuning in,

Are not many of ihe develonments of
modern young life which worry mothers trace-

home.

to pleasures and

friends not intimately associated with the
family life? Of course, if a {aller and
mother spend most of their time out of the

wme the children will follow suit. Or if
the minnic children enter their home they
are hushed and repressed then, too, the hoys
and girls will stay at home at little as pos- -
sille.

I decided when my children were balies

that 1 wenld keen them at home net hy -
foree, but hy attraction. Homne, to then,
has always meant “wood times.” It has
meant a:welcome to ibeir friends; the door

is ever open fo the bovs and rrn]c; my hoys
and girls like. Home has meant simplicity
and laughier and good-nainred feasing, im-
prompiu- children’s  parties.  after-dinner
“sings” in which my lmshand and myself
join, patting on 1he 1)11cmrwmml records and
pushing bacle the rugs w hene\ er the young-
sters want to dance, lengthening the Inneheon

or dinner table to inelude anv ohild uyest.
()rm of the features of our life in Alhany
which wo all have enjoved is the motion-

peture machine the Governor had installed
in the Executive Alaneion,
movies every night.

to vive ns home
The friends of all the

Advantages of Earle Marrinoee.
(=] L H

Ono advantage, (b soms 1o me, of m- trrying
early and of not putting off one’s family 13
that, even when they
your women, father and moilier nre venng
enough 1o nlay with them.  Theve s n
desire on the part of my rYoung people to
attend questionable parties, sirce we all en-
Juv otu“nlo.lsm( s {ogother.

When they went oul 1o school entertain-
ments T owent wiih ai a bored
chaperon but as somebody who wanled to go
te the party.  And so T have alwavs known
what they are doing, who were their friends,
not heeause I spied on then, hut heenuse T
shared with them.

{ played with them and thexr worked with
me. The old zdage that ° ‘many hands make
light work™ come true in evory b
family if ihe moiher hegins right with ]u:
bahies. When T asked Bve- -vear-old Tnile ts
wipe the forks and spoons, or sent Alfred -
on an ecrrand {o the grocery, they didi’s
mind. Tt was like ¢ ‘plaxing house” to thom.
They helped take care of Catherine and
Arthur when 1hese 1wo enme along, and all
of them had a hand in lnm;:mg up
youngest boy, Walter. '

Even after wo had nore money and there-
foro there was less work for all of we, 1.
always insisted that each child shonld have
certain duties or tasks, for the verformance
of which ho would be held responsiile,

e Nouno o moen and

ikem-—noi

a1t

my

The

vounger boys, for example, must look witer
their pets; wo lhave alinost g mMenieele in

Albany,

There is a monkey, three coons, an allign-
tor, surtles, goldfish, canary birds, chickens,
froId .and. silver pheasants and tuo Laby
lambs., Thea both Arthur and Wailer have
theip _Donies, to which they are deveted and
of which they take all the care even down
tp opdering the hay; the Governor has =
pohce dog and I have my Pomn.
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