WepNssnay, Avem, 15, 1925

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

o 19

reap in cvery nabion.  As e was senf, so
He senl thew: ““As ihe Father hath sent
Me, T also send you.” Llis own mission and
nowers He pave Lo them,  Armed with Lthese
“God—givcn powers and strengthened by the
,l"[ﬂly Spirit. those first priests and ambas-
sadors of Christ went torth st His bidding
“to preach the Gospel io every creature.”’
And as St Paul expresses it, they “preached

ing of 1lis first priests, the early Popes and
bishops gave every paternal care and loving
regard fo the choice and training of the
sSGoraul warned Timothy not to
tmpose hands Hghtly on anyonan, and this
warning ig alwavs in the heart  of
Holy Mother the Church. It is most sienifi-
cant that, though of many carly Pontiffs
of the Chureh hut litile,

priests.

our

we know we o in-

wiiversity. Some of these medieval universi-
ties gained greal fame, and the repulation
of their professors and excellent teaching
drew students from all paris of Furope.
Paculties of Philosophy and Theolegy were
in the highest honor, and atiracted many
voung aspiranis io the priesthood, Tt such
university life was net ealeubtated o mould
the priestly character and foster the priestly
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Christ and Flim eruetfied.” They taught no
deep philosophy, hut told their
sinceessors still tell men, what we must do
and heliove to save our souls.  They stood
hetween man and Cred, as He, the Mediator,
had done, aud vpleaded for merey and for-
civeness even as Lhe Priest and Vietim  of
Calvary,

mehn, as

The Apostles” Teaching.

But s was a work for every age and
every land: and so His priesthood must not
end with first  priosts, He  would
abide wiith us all davs, even to the cwd of
ihe world, not enly under the veils of the
Blessed Sacrament, hut in His  priestly
powers and offices. Therefore, 1n commission-
ing those first priests, He gave them the
divine paternal power to adapt sons into this
ministry of Christ and  His

those

reconciliation,
These divine epircaial powers the Apostles
used and bhanded down to their successors,
and 5o begun the vencralle line of hishops
aud priests of the Catholic Chureh.

TFver mindful of the tender salicitude aud
tireless zeal Christ hiad shown in His lrain-

variably have recorded the number of dea-
cous, priests, and Dbishops whom they or-
dained.  Still, we have no records whatever
of auny orgamised svstem of training for the
clergy, and 1t 1s clear that for the first few
centuries the training of candidates for the
priesthood was purely personal and practieal.
Young men were “‘apprenticed,” as 1t were,
to hishops and priests, and were guided and
diresoted by them in their studies and

the praectical dutics of the priesthood.

in

Moadern System of Training,

The first slep towards the modern gystem
of training of the clergy was faken by the
gread St. Augustine. T his Monastery of
(deries we find the nucleus of the present
highly  organised  eccclesiastienl  seminary.
With the rise and <development of cathedral
schools during the succeeding centuries, and
the expansion of the early monasteries, tlere
wits gradually evolved a more scientific sys-
tem of training, to which we owe many
Popes and bishops till the thirteenth cen-
tury. In that, the greatest of centuries, we
see the rise and development of the modern
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virtues. Tnstitutions were sorely  needed
\\-‘herein\_"'y_mnlg men might be not only thor-
oughly g,frouuded in the learning of the age,
but—whht was infinitely more important---
also fashioned in heart and will unto the
likeness of the Iiternal Priest, Christ Him-

gelf.
A New Phase of Clerieal Training.

After the Reformation the need was press-
ing in its urgency, and very soon the Chureh,
realising the need of truly apostolic priests,
took measures to make the training of the
young Levite worthy of his high cffire and
dignity. With the Conneil of Trent we enter
upon a new phase in the history of clerieal
traming, and it was this Council that laid
down, strongly and securely, the foundations
of the well-known senimary of to-day.

How deeply the Iathers of the Counell
realised the importance of this matter of
the priest’s training is evident from the
fuet that they diseussed the subjeet for a
whele month,  Tho result is well known: tho
famous decrec on the establishment of Ferle-
siastieal Beminaries,—a decree that even lo-
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