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and a “‘wet blanket” seemed to have fallen
upon every one, The countess did not con-
tribute to the goneral comfort hy darting
anxious looks at her son and angry ones at
%, the chaplain; and to crown all, Curt had
“tug i deadly pale and lay back as if ex-
ha‘ ed in an arm-chair, without uttering u
word. A general break-up ensued, the com-
pany alleging that the convalescont needed
repose.

As the Riitwmeister arose to lake lenve,
Lily asked him in o whisper, “Daes the Cir-
cus  Karsten remain  much
Vienua "

“As far as T oean remember the Tast vepre-

longer  1n

sentation was announced o few davs avo.
But 1f yvou wish it, conmtess, T ean sed rou
more exacl mformation ”?

“No, no, thank youw," said TLily Thasiily,
seeing that the cenntess was approaching,
“T will see. . . L now know.”

The Rittimeister, secine thal she did noi
wish to carvy the subject any further, laok
Lius leave,

“Now, do tel] me, my dear sir, what on
enrtl: can have induced you to have alluded
in so imprudent a manier to that Karsien
cirl, bofore Cnrt. too. =0 as 1o awake all
tho old within Tim® This
was spoken by the emmiess (o the chaplain
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in an arritable lone, when, aficr the depar-
ture of the goeste, <he found hersell alone
with im.

“Tndecd, countess, T oame quite sure thel
he has never forgotica anvthine. swnd {hal
his present stiate is only caveed by the =ame
old sorrow.”’ answered the chanlain gravely.

“Nonsense ! excluimed the enunless, “the
climate made him il and wow the one thing
to do 1s never ta remind lam of the past
S by any allusion to 1t. For my parl, 1 have
:1\['.\';1,\'3 carefully avended saving a word which
might turn his mind to {he subject. Tt's
really toe proveking,’”’ she continued in a
still injured tene, “and T was so glad, ioo,
of his heing liere an that very account !

“You see. countess, woe poar mortals can
do very filtle with all our precautions, Connt

Jurt and Miss Nora have met, and thai quite
lately.”’

“Good gracious!” exclanued the countess.
“you don't mean ii!  How is it possible?
How did it come ahont?”’

“They met by aceident i a railway car-
riage, as Count Curt was thavelling here,
and the shack of the meeting eauszed his
relapse. You see, therefore, how far from
forgetting her lie is, and how paweriul his
love must still be.””

“Alas! alas!” eried the countess.  ‘And
now, of all times, when I really thoudht that
my plans wera fitting so nicely into one an-
other, and that he would he got into pro-
posiing to his cousin very scon.”

“Dear countess, believe me and make no
plans; you will only frighten him away alto-
gether. Leave the whole matter in the hands
of God, and depend upon it He will guide
all for the best. You liave nothing to hear
figom Miss Nora. as she has long since given

all kind of hope.”
Y “Oh! if you had only not just contradie-
ied that gentleman! 1 was so glad that
Curt should lLicar the way in which she is
spoken of.”

“It was an wunitruth, and as such counld
not be allowed to stand,” said the chaplain
firmly, though gently, for he rather pitied
the ceuntess than not in her grief; “F am
fully acquainted with all the sad details of
the case, and it was my simple duty to speak
as I odid.”

- “Why couldn’t you have let your connect-

tiop with the family drop?” continued ihe
countess peevishly, as f to vent her anger
upou soineone whonsoever it might he. I
was so glad to think thal we had done with
them ence and for alll”

“1E was aoguestion of looking after a soul,
countess; and that, vou know, is one of the
dulios of my vocation. 1 saw that the poor
gtrl, heaten about by sorrow and hitterness,
was o the peint of falling into an abyss,
and I endeavored to give her comfort Dby
my wards and hy my presence, and to save
her hefore it was too Inte. Had it not heen
my duly as a priest, it would have boeen my
duty s o wman, for I promised her dying,

mother not to forsake her child, and, with
God's help, T think I succeeded in my en-
deavor.”

“Anvhow, she has not given up riding,”
observed the countess sharply. “I told you
from the very beginning what an unfortun-
ate idea it was to have her educated at the
Convent of Brnssels, and everything has
happened as T had foretold. You may say
what you like about it, but what am T to do
with my voor son? Would he had remained
away !

“Do nothing at all,” said the chaplain im-
pressively. “‘Indeed, there has been already
too much done in the matter. Your son's
health and Miss Nora’s happiness have al-
ready been saerificed. Xt’s so often the case
that, when we tnn away from one misfor-
tune in our over-anxiety, we fall into an-
other.”

Butb it was not an easy thing to make the
conntess after her opinion.

{To be continued.)

The Irish Revolution and How It7 Came About

(By William O'Brien)
CHAPTER XXX (Contivmed.)

Wihat are the definite proposals which press
for a solemn reennsideration by afl thinking
Trishmen®

The first s Lhat an Trishman is nol neces-
savily an hostis huaani generis who looks for
the revision of o Treaty which snbstitutes
for Lreland o Nation a State shorn of Tre-
Lind™s rivhest provines, laden with o lability
of vnknown

Trebt of

extent for Tngland's National

geven  ihousands of milliens, aad
forbidden auy thought of National Inde-

pendence with hullies” threats which no othor
Bominien would brook,

The next i that to make a Truce pos-
sible at all it must he Unconditional
Standing upon the punctilio that
Tepubiicans must first surrender their
armis 18 to condemn the ecountry to the last
extremitios of ar unfergivalile hlood feud in
arder to gratify militarist vanity in an in-
finitely paltry matter.  There is no answer
to the argument that if Mr. Lloyd George
had heen egually strait-laced in his first de-
mand for the surrender of arms there conld
have heen o Troee and  consequently no
Treuly to pul the Free State Ministers in
BOwWer.

i
Truce,
the

If to sach an accommodation the cxisting
Ministry interpose an irrevocahle Veta there
seems to be no alternative but the obvious
oue of a change of Ministry, accompanied,
s it must be, with the corresponding resig-
aations of sucl of the Republican leaders ns
may ho found 1o he on wopposite grounds
cqually drreconcilable. The two =et of
changes would noet involve mare than a dozen
individuals all told, and of these none but
General Mulcaby on the one side, and Mr.
do Valera on the other were personally
known even by name to the mass of the Trish
peaple up to a few months ape. A hard
saying it may be and disagreeable for many.
“All things ave hard” quoth Heavenlv Wis-
dom itself, There is an undoubted element
of eruclty in the proposition, but it demands
no greator measure of self-sacrifice and for

the highest patriotic motives than their past
and even present sufferings of mind and
hody must exact. In the Jast resort public
opinion “‘must be cruel only to he kmd” if
ihe nation is not to slip down from danger
to destruction.  The decree sic vos non vobis
would simply come to their tnrn as it did
to ull others whe weut belore tliem.

And it is mot as if a change of Ministry
might tmply a rupture with England, as
might have happened hefore the Treaty was
the established law of hoth countries. It can
only he altered by slow and deliberute nego-
tiations, Lnglish and Irish. The choice ef
Ministers 1s a purely domestic concern with

whiehl & man of Mr. Bonar Law's shrewd
sense would not think of meddling. Indeed

the fact that it is Mr. Bonar Law and not
Mr. Tloyd George or Mr. Winston Churchill
whe is now io be dealt with is a sufficient
reminded that every one of the five British
signatories to the Treaty lias since been
dismissed from office withont ecausing the
smallest jar in the relations between the two
countries.

Both parties to the Civil War have suf-
fored so atrocionsly without any compensat-
ing vesults that, the blessings of peace and
wood fellowship onee restored. it is not con-
ceivable that men with a spark of patriotism
or human reason should replunge the country
into the abyss of fratricide. TUndoubtedly
other problems will arise with the Truce.
The fact has io be faced that there cannot
be any tolerable pence until it is made
possible for the Republicans freely to re-enter
the public life of the country, and this will
only he praciicable if the oath of allegiance
which at present shuts them out from the
Parliament of the Twenty-Six Counties is
abolished.

You and T may here again insist upon tho
pettiness of the point n dispute and argue
that sworn allegiance to a régime ‘‘as hy
law established” does not forfeit men’s free-
dom to work for a very different one ‘as hy
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