
Here and There
A French Witness and the Crucifix.—

An unexpected incident occurred at the
t. Chamber of Deputies, where a special in-vestigating committee was examining the

electoral expenditures of various politicalparties during the last elections. The com-
mittee had summoned a M. Gaillard, an in-dustrial man of Paris and president of theGrocers' Syndicate, in order to find outwhether the group which he represents hadsubsidised any candidates. When M. Gail-

; lard appeared, the chairman of the com-mittee M . Renaudel, a Socialist deputy,asked him to swear to tell the whole truth-Hie witness looked about him. -Is thereno crucifix here?" he asked. "If there isnone I cannot swear. I am a Catholic. Inmy eyes there is but one. oath that counts-the oath which is given before God. Whenyou present to me an image of Christ Ican swear to tell the whole truth." Rathersurprised by this demand, which was hard vexpected, the Socialist chairman questioned
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1S is so commonly mot« th amongst the Irish people, copsidering11 at there « no Irish saint „f that name
£ -'Stjoii elicited the following replylew names in Ohm-ch history so decidedlyrepresent leadership in one or other if thegreat movements of ecclesiastical reform infinal and m disciplinary matters as thatof Dionysius. Thus, beginning with theAreopagite, reputed to have been the firstBishop of Athens, and again of Paris whohfmof frd
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- °f, Corinth andJura of Alexandria, we have in the very firstpages of the Church national apostles anddefenders of orthodoxy, whose teaching-even if the writings attributed to them arenot 111 all cases authentic-was accepted asthe basis of missionary preaching. WithPope Dionysius in the following century Avefind the same name identified with the re-
organisation of the Church of Rome, whichbecame a model for the churches of Gaul and

the Celtic establishments that latter con-"
formed to the Roman usage. In a like sense
Dionysius Exiguns renders the name popular
as a reformer of the ecclesiastical calendar
and the Easter celebration adopted by the
Irish monks who stood by Rome. In con-
sequence, saints of the name multiply, so
that the present martyrologies count some
sixty canonised heroes of that name. Apart
trom this, the particular popularity r of
Dionysius among the Celtic people is prob-
ably due to the special favor in which the
first saint of the name, Dionysius the Arco-
pagite, was held among the Irish monks in
their schools, through the commentaries and
translation of his supposed writings by Duns
Scotns Erigena (do Provincia 0.E.M., Hiber-
nian), the advocate of neo-platonic philosophy
and an ardent defender of the prerogatives
of the Blessed Mother of Christ. Later in
Irish history that popularity appears to haw
taken on a distinctly national character,
when a Cistercian abbot, Dionysius de Buel-
lio (of Boyle), had to defend the dee of
Tuam against the encroachments of English
landlords upon Irish prerogatives in the ter-
ritory of Enaghdue. The struggles if Irish
Catholics after the fourteenth century
against the attempts to destroy their sacred
traditions, which were at once religious and
national, probably contributed further to the
hero-worship that renders the name Denis
a distinctively Irish baptismal name.
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Captain McCullagh Describes Scene at
Archbishop's Trial.—The following extract is
from The Bolshevik Persecution of Chris-
tianity by Captain Francis McCullagh. The
writer, who was present at the trial of
Archbishop Cieplak, lectured recently in
America.

" Wednesday, March 21, 1923, was the
opening day of the trial. . . .

"The first thing Judge Galkin did after
coming in was to take a long look at his
prospective victims. I never saw hatred so
intense and undisguished as was concentrated
into that look; and for the first time in my
life, I had a practical illustration of those
phrases which are, as a rule, in the less
primitive society of the contemporary West,
nothing but phrases— mostly to the poet
and the historical novelist—phrases which
speak of eyes that stab, of glances so charged
with intense malignity that if looks could
kill they would cause instant death. During
the course of the trial I frequently caught
the same terrible look on the faces of Kry-
lenko and Krasikov, of the witnesses for the
prosecution, and of the Red journalists who
were supposed to be giving an impartial re-
port of the case, and realised with a genuine
shock that the world wherein for the mo-
ment I found myself was animated by, that
same passionate intolerance which led the
Roman mob, the Roman officials,' and even
the Roman intellectuals of Trajan's time ..to
loathe the ChristiansWith a". fury so im-
measurable as to embarass and alarm.' even
Caesar himself." u A <f

A Golden Jubilee.—Numerous , friends’, in
literary and scholastic circles in Dublin, Cork
and other parts of Ireland have extended
hearty congratulations to Air. Eneas J. Mur-
ray and Mrs. Murray, 4 Charleville Road,
N.C.R;, Dublin, on the celebration recently
of the golden jubilee of their wedding. Mr.
Murray had been formany years headmaster
of the Marlborough Training College, from
which he retired some 1,0 or 12 years ago,
having previously % filled the post of Head-
master of Cork Model. School. He was Pre-
sident •of the. Model School Teachers Assd-
siation, a member of the Society for the
Preservation of the Irish Language since its
inception, of which his friend Air. J. J.
MacSweenoy, of the Royal Irish Academy,
was secretary. v Airs. Murray, who figured
prominently as a most successful teacher, was
head unstress of Model Schools in Cork and
Dublin. She is. a daughter of the late Mr.
Joseph O’Ldngan.rwhose work in connection
with ancient Irish manuscripts is so well
known to readers in the Royal Irish Aca-
demy, and a. pioneer in the Irish Language
movement. He .was a native of Cork, the
son of Michael Og O’Longan, a Gaelic writer
and poet and organiser for the leaders of
the United Irishmen in 1798. Since his
retirement Mr. Murray has devoted his time
mainly to urging forward a movement for
the after-education of neglected boys and in
assisting the members of the Irish Vigilance
Association to prevent the exhibition of ob-
jectionable pictures and for which purpose
the Dublin Corporate authorities issued spe-
cial warrants to the members. [A relative
of Air.- AicSweeney'' mentioned above, and
also in this page of our issue for February
25, in the person of Airs. A. R. Boake, re-
sides at Waidmio, Bav of Islands.—Ed.
N.Z.TJ" ■ /,
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