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Totara Flat and Cross Creek, and laler was
transferred io Carterton and IFeatherston.
After four years at Ientherston he was
transferred to Dunedin as relieving officer,
and he spent gome years on relieving work
in the district. IFrom Dunedin he  was

ssferred 1o Invereargill, where the “star
turn’ was the visil of the Prinee of Wales.
During hig stay in lnvercargill he had on-
joyed a particularly pleasant term of office,
and e was judebted to the many officers who

The Church In

NEW .  ZEALAND, TABLET

had asststed him in the exceulion of iy
duties.

O R T L vy -
il CVERInE an exeellent

During, oxeell musieal
programme wus given, ilems being conlri-
buted by the guest of Lonor, Mr. M, Milier
(recitation), and Messes. S0 ¢ Doxle (songd,

S. Richards (song), J, Shepherd (recitation,

E. Newman (song), W. Smith  (seng), (.
Jenkins (song), M. Stevens (song), 3Ar. K.

Pevry made an efficient accomnanist,
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HAWERA (Continued).

The present Monsignor Power, who came
to Hawera in May, 1898, is still parish priest.
On tlie day of his arrival he was able to pur-
chase and present to the parish a strip of
land running from the reception room in the
presbytery down to what is now Mr. Biggin's
section in Victoria Street. It is fortunate
for the parish that he was able to make this
purchase, even though it was against the
unanimous resolution of his Churelt eomnuit-
tee, because it now cuables the Sisters to get

to the new school and play-ground in Little

Regent Street without going hy 1he public
thoroughfare. The opposition from the com-
mittee arose from the fact that they thought
the priest was leing victimised. Only that
afternoon the vendors had purchased the
property of which this was part for £350,
and they now gave the pricst only two hours
in which to buy it back from them at £400,
even refusing the option of buying back only
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the strip that was necessary. 1o addition
to this there were very special reasons why
the arrival of the new priest should have
been awaited belore the first sale was made.
The committee were indignant at this, huti
though there was ennse for their indignation,
the repurchase of the land was tmperative.
The name af a parishioner was Irecly men-
tioned o this matter, but after an exhous-
tive enguiry I was able (o exoncrate him
from blame.

From this on I shall find il easier fo write
in the first person singnlar. and in reminis-
zent mood. .

On Monday, May the niith, T made my
first visit to the school, and to wmy horror
found uminety-six children and five teacliers
Father 1ertuis’

) Grogan; it was
about 70 feet tong by 17 wide. The Gothie
windows were very beautiful, bhut there was

in a long, marrow room,
church enlarged by Dean

not a single paue of glass that could be
opened.  There was no provision whatever

stifling that mid-winter dav.
ten o’clock when evervthing was still T broke
the pane at Lhe apex of every one of the
windows. Next morning the Sisters came
to me with the stones and the news of the
disaster. 1 sympathised with them as best
I could and had the holes cleaned out and
covered with perforated zine. This may he
scen still an a couple of the windows which
we  have preserved. T also had a pane
framed and hinged in the centre of eacn
window, I often found these shut after-
wards: ove can get used to anvthing, Afler
a few weeks the foundation stone was nid
of a wew scltool which was-opened-the hlow-
g February and dedicated to St. Columba,
the great Irish monk and founder f :he
schools of Loua. '
I was evideully fated to live a busy timoe
Taranaki. On my first Sunday 1 eaid
Mass in Manaia at nine o'clock, anl then
st out for Kaponga to say a serornd Mass
there. Mow I got there it would he hiurd
to tell, the mud and the ruts were heyonl
deseription; midway between Manaia and
Kapuni T was dug out by a friendly farmor.
When T got to the hall in Kapouga T suw
everywhere around me the evidences of .
dance that had been held the nprevious night
I preached on the Holy Sacrifice of 1lie Masws
and stated -rather strongly that it shonll

in

made for ventilation, and the place was
That ntght at

ot be offered wmid such surroundinzgs,  As
a result Mr. Maurwe Fitzgerald and mvself

made out a plan of campaign, the good
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of liawern.
peeple were, as they are still, casy zu rally,
and the was that before
his Grace the Archbishop Dblessed o provens
fine church.  Fhe departure of Mr. 14,
gerald for Auckland has been a _reat loss o
the Church in South Turanaki. On wmy wey
huck to Hawera for Vespers 1 ealled {0 I8
tham for afternoon devetions, found a simi-
lar state of things there, and only a taw of
thie Catholies of the place Lo meet me. But
amongst them was Frank dMeGovorn, now of
Remuera, one of the most sterling and gen-
crous Trish Catholies il has heen my @ od
fortune {o meet. IIe rallied the peayle, <o
suceessfully 1hat on the 23rd Octoher, the
Feast of 1the Most Holy Redecmer, <hat i,
within five months, the Archbishop wus able
to bless the first church, now the parish nall.
This was built en a three-acre -v2tinn, two
of which had been given by an »ld {roug,
the late George Brown of the Upper Hutt.
The debt on the church when conplered
was nnder £70, that on the e¢hurch in Ka-
ponga under £80. That T had come amonpst
a fine people 18 proved hy the fact that
within eight months of my arrival three sun.
stantial buildings were erected and jracti-
cally paid for.

The people of Hawera were not idle dur-
ing these months: Before T was three monibs
in the parisl, Miss Haughey, Myrs. Whit-
taker, and ihe late Mrs. Flvnn had raised
about £200 towards the parish debt by en-
tertainments.  This was not the only timee
the priest and the parishioners were immdelter]
to these good ladies; for years they hiad heen.
and for years later continued to he amonest
the hest workers in the parish.

Now tho burning question was: What will
they do at Manaia? A couvent school was
a necessity there.  Yes, they would all lika
to have one, lLut was there not a debt of
£120 to he first removed? T suggested that
this could he gradually wiped out by littie
monthly eollections, svhich suggestion was

result Christmas
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