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mitted during (he carly yeary first
French Republic were directed rather against
the dominant religion, and no attempt iwas

made to destroy the Christian basis whereos
\grench so¢iety was built. Tn Russia, on

" e “ontrary, the very foundation on which

w‘;\cand are being torn up from beneath
our feet, and there is no knowing what is
below. The Bolsheviks, in their lustorics,
speak with contempt of the French Revolu-
tion as merely a rebellion of the honrgeoisie
against the aristocracy and their kind, and
they speak with muéh greater coutempt of
the Cromwellian and Williamite revelutions
as conflicts between the nobility and the
country gentry on the one side and the
sovereign on the other. They insist that
their revolution is quite different, and they
are right. Tt is guite different, for in no
previous revolution was there such whole-
sale nationalisation and such an attack on
the principle of private property and of the
family. Who can foretell the result of this
systematic attempt to destroy the religion
which created our modern civilisation ?

“Since the cutting of the Sucz Canal gave
the world an idea of the marvels which
modern engineering can accomplish, all the
rulers of the Nile Valley have exhibited a
certain amount of nervousness with regard
to the Sudan; and, T daresay, a great power
in possession of the Sudan could, by divert-
ing the course of the Nile, convert Egypt
into a desert. In the same way the present
very risky experiment which the Reds are
carrying out on the Russian brancli of the
great river of religious truth which fows
to us out of the past, mayv convert all Russia
into a spiritual Sahara. And the disaster
will not be spiritual onlv; it will affect cvery
aspect of life in Russin. Tt will convert
the vast empire of Muscovy uot only inte a
desert but also into a plague-spot menacing
all Europe and Asia.

“T lived in Russia six years, and T know
that religion is a factor of enarmous poli-
tical impor#nce therc. You may he a
Mohommedan, you may he a Hebrew. ¥ou
may be an aguostic, hut if, in considering
the Russian question, vou leave out of ge-
count the religion professed hy about 80 or

90 million of the people, vou are not a states-
man.
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“For the first time in Furopean histary
we have the spectacle of a great nation heing
rapidly de-Christianised, heing taught to re-
pudiate the very cssentials of Christianity.
Some of the results are already visible, hut
though the horrors apparent in Bolshevism
are very greaf, they are nothing to the hor-
rors latent in it, or heing only slowly re-
vealed. We are, as it were, standing in
front of a diabolical apparition whose face,
the most dreadful part of it, is being slowly
unveiled.

“Trotzky describes the Russian Govern-
ment’s plans for the brealc-up of the family
as cold-bioodedly as if he were a keeper in
the zoo talking about the mating of mon-
Jreys. . 1In their plans for the abolition of

idhe family, the Dolsheviks have not gone so
Tar as hag been reported; they have not es-
7tablished free love; but the tendency of their
recent legislation on marriage and educa-
tion is all in the direction of that most
atrocious doctrine of radical ecommunism,
the doctrine that children belong absolutely
to the State and must be handed over to
the State. You will find a project of law
" on marriage and education in the organ of

the Commissarial of Justice.  The Weekiy
of Soviet Justice 1t 3s called, dated Septem-
ber 13, 1923; and in the official Tavestin of
May 26, last year, you will find an article
by Kalinin, the President of the Union of
Soviet Republics, dealing with ‘the question
of how lo destroy the Christianity of ihe
peasants, as if it were a question of extir-
pating locusts.

However, the abolition of the fmnily is
still a thing of the future. TLet ns come to
A horror that has actually arrived,  We
sometiies forget that, 1ill comparatively ro-
cent times, stavery was the normal condition
of most men and women, nob slavery in the
metaphorical sense in which alove it is now
nsed, hué slavery'in the literal sense of that
dreadful word, ~thel sense it had in pre-
Christian times.” .

“Tt took Christiunity o thousand vears
to abolish slavery, which it id at Iasi, not
indeed by direct decrebs hut rather by the
creation ol an atmospliere wherein slavery
withered and finally died.  Bolshevism lias
brought it hack, and in some respects the
slaves of the Soviet are worse ofl than the
slaves of the ancient Romans. for the Ro-
man slaves helonged mostly to fwdividuals,
whereas the Russiun slaves helone Lo thoe
Stute. Now, an individual has a heart, hot
a State has wone, and 1his State which the
Reds ave building up is not only heartless,
it has a poison-hag where the heart ought
to be.

“Russian
aceupation,

worknien  cannot change  their
They camnot go on strike, Thoey
canniot form themselves into assacintions, ex-
cept  Communist  associations.
Ierded together like heasts. They are dis
gracefully underpaid.  They ennnot wrile to
the newspapers, unless to praise the Govern-
ment, heecause all the newspapers arve Gov-
erument property.  Tf thev agitnic against
the Governmeni—whiel, by o cruel irony,
ealls itselt ¢ the Governmoent of the Poor and
the Oppressed '——they are denounced as en-
cuties of the revolution, hirelings of the
capitalists, and, in extreme cases, are in-
prisoned or shot without werey. Ounivy  «
month ar so ago there was a wreat strike of
transport workers in Petrograd, but  the
meetings of the strikers were broken up. by
the troops and all the leaders arrested.  Tn
Marel, 1919, the workers at Astrakhan went
on strike owing to insufferahle econmmic con-
ditiony and non-pavment of wages; hun-
dreds of these were shot down or drowned in
the Volga. 1 could give vou seores of in-
stances like  this. The Soviet Govermment
always takes the same position.
‘MWe are the Workers' Republic.  We
the Revalution personified.  How dare yon
appose the immmtablp decisiou of the work-
ers?  How dare you raise your hand against
the Revolution ?

“The workers might have something to
say to this, but they are nobt allowed to say
it or to print it. And, mark vou, the maj-

They are

t savs:
are

_ority of the workmen are now anti-Bolshe-

vist, ‘bt as they are unarmed, while the
Bolshevist workmen avé well armed and dril-
led and are supported, moreover, by an army
which is quite loyal to the Soviet which
feeds it well, there is no chance of the non-
Bolshevist workmen averthrowing the Gov-
ernment.

“Gentlemen, this whole Russian business
is an awful instance of the tyranny.of words.
This junta of desperate men who have, most
of them, nothing in common with the Rus-

siat \\‘m‘kmmi,ms ouly to call itself ¢ the

Workers’ IRepublic’ and a large number of

well-intentioned enthusiusts thronghout the

world throw up iheir luits and cheer.”
[, S

A POPULAR RAILWAY OFFICIAL
MR. 3. MILLER HONORED,

A large and representative gathering of
some 80 Invereargill railwaymen met in the
Iederul rooms jast evening {says the Sowth-
land Limes for Febroary 273 to bid farewell
to Mr. M. Miller, who for the past five
yoars bas held the office of stationmaster at
Tnvercargill. The evening took the form of
A smoke coneert, Mr. 8. C. Dovle, traflic
clevk, presiding, and a very pleasaut 1ime
sperd, the enthusiasm of the many
speakers testifving to the popularity of the
retiving officer.

The Chairman, in briefly opening the fune-
tiot, said he was sorry to think that their
guest had “done in™ his 40 years.  Ile did
not have the pleasure of g long acqguaintance
with. Mr. Miller, but he had always found
him 2 thorough gentlenan and a most courte-
vus and eflicient officer.

Mr. AL Gee, in proposing the toast of
FPhe Management,” referred to the exeel-
lent relations whiel had always existed be-
tween management and staft in Thvercargill,
afactor that had contriluted greatly to the
sueeess of loeal Departinental work.

Mssers. R P Gillies and J. Barnett Te-
sponded to the fonst,

Meo W Hartley proposed the toast  of
“Windred Societies,” and said that Ire hoped
that in the fature relations would reontinue
to De as pleasant as in the past.

Messrs. J. Sheehan and 1, Fogarty replied
to the toast in suitable terms.
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PRESENTATION TO THi GUEST.

The Chaivinan, in presenting 1o AMr. Milier
#tovery lhandsome hall clock, suitably en-
writved, and wo full dinner set, which
asked the guest of honor to aceept on be-
half of Mvs. Miller, said that Mr. Miller had
been stationed in Invercargill for five
He was an exeellent officer
gentleman,

Ie

¥YCArs,
and a thorongh
He felt sure that everyone pre-
sent would join with him in wishing  Mep.
Mifler a long and happy retiremoent.

Mr. W. Havilex stuppleirented the
of the previous speaker hy saying that it
was douhtful if Tnvercargill wonld ever have
a better man in the position Mr. Miller had

remarks

held, He lioped that thejr guest wonld he
long spared tn enjox the henefits of super-
anniation. ’

Messre, J. Patterson, J. Sheehan, R. Bur-
el 1L Newman, R, Hayles, T, Shepherd,
T. A. Hansen, W, Smith, 1. Airey, W,
Swale, P Bdinonds, 1. T, Bell, . Jenkins,
T. Kelly, . AL Rammage, L. Wlhelan, W.
Gorinski, 1. Togarly, and T,
endorsed the previous s

J. Donovan all
peakers’ remarks, and
on behalf of the various depariments.

Alr. Miller, in a happy and iypieal speech,
thanked the Iarge gathering for their kind
zood wishes. He folt he could not do better
than review his career with the Department.
¥T was feeling a little blue when I came here
this evening.”” he said, “but vonr farewell
has been so kindly that T have completely re-
covered.”  Mr. Miller continued that he
first entered the serviee at Tort Chalmers,
where he was stationed for five years, and in
1893 he was promoted to a chief clerkship at
Westport. He then spent some years at



