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the faith and character of his religious
enemies.  Another fellow, ex-Bible agent,
ivssomed out into a reverend after a couple
of, years in.the country. Aunother took in
paying puests, contrary to the expressed rule
of the society. American girls’ schools are
gpringing up in  many cities, but their
Methodist propaganda is not at all judicious
af times, and they lose many pupils through
obliging daughters of Catlolics 1o submit
to their particular brand of Protestuntism,
The great colleges of the nuns are carried
on with much more hberality, Jews, Posi-
tivists, or Mokammiedans being equadly free
to practise their own creeds, [Talics ours.]
For the credit of tho Anglo-Saxon race, it
is quite time there were a few schools run
on non-religions lines.”

.
A Contrast

Contrast The foregoing with another pas-
The author
ig dealing witl: the colonisution of Hrami.
He gives eredit to the Jesuits for what thev
accomplished, but an iugrained  prejudice
against the Order makes him view their
motives with suspicion. We are not can-
cerned here with his suspicions: it " lis
facts that ave inleresting when placed agaia
the doings of the Bilile people. He wrilos

“By buailding Sao Salvador he {de =
gavoe a cenlral soverniment lo the colony, b

sage found in the smme hoolk.,

the honor of setiling and extending i1, qud
of making it the b
Country, was reserved for the Jesuits,
men, by their arts of insinuation amd ad-
dress, have heen surpassed by aone, and they
t'ﬁispel'm‘.(l themselves  amongst the savazes,
and seemingly inspired by peace and charify,
suecceded in obtaining their attachment aad
confidenez  The obstacles which they bLad
to encounter were most formidable, bot the'r
flery zeal and assiduity rose with the e
culties met with, and the most saluiary
effects tesulted from their exertions. They
began by instructing the native children in
the Portuguese language, and thus whilst
fitting the Indians to become ‘utorpreters
they aequired their tongue, and, as we have
seen, formed a Tingoa Geral. Nabrosa had
a school near the city, and the children were
taught tho elements of reading, writing, and
arithmetic, to assist at Mass, to sing the
Church service, and were frequently i:d in
‘procession through the town. The
greatest obstacle in the path of the m«-
gionaries was the cannibal propensitias cf
the Tndians. Their very pride and belicis
were imglicated in these horrid orgies. In
spite of their curing the savages of drunken-
ness, of polygamy, anil of the custom of the
vendeita, they siill possessed ke propensity
to delight in human flesh.”

Althought the above was certainly no!
written by a Catholie, but was written by
a man who expresses very unfriendly senti-
mehts towards Cathelicism, it is at once a

really usetul to

.I‘!!(‘Nt‘

tr,l'\ltbute to Catholicism and a reproacl o
Protestantism. TFirst, he shows that Pro.

tdstantism as it is propagated in Biazil is
anything but edifying. At the same time
he pays a tribute to the religious tolerance
exhibited by the Catholic Church Authorities;
and then he shows that away back in ihe
Middle Ages (the Dark Ages they arn called

by those who know little about them} there
was the Catholic Church; represented by
brave, zealous, and cultured priests who, hav-
ing in the name of charity left all things,
were to be found educating the savages, hu-
manising them, Christianising ihem, and
hringing into iheir midst the Kingdom of
Heaven,

The Church and the Bible

Let us now say a word on the subject of
the Church and the Bible. The Church is
certainly not oppesed to Bible reading, and
iever s boen,  Slie does not, however, sub-
scribe to the Protestant doctrine of private
judgment, which means that each one who
reads the Bible (presumably with the proper
intention) is inspired by the Holy Ghost
with the truth of what he reads. One con-
seientions man takes one meaning from a
text, while nnother, equally conscieniious,
takes o direetly opposite meaning from the
same fext.  Now God cannot he held re-
sponsilile for ingpiring those two men with
conflicting views about the sawme thing, for
God s infinite Truth, The Church knows
thal the Bible vequires an infallible inter-
proter, amd that mterpreter is ihe institu-
Lion armed with the anthority of Clrist to
preach and to teach, She helieves that ihe
Bilte s the Word of God, hut shie does not
Leticee the Bibie fo he the whole Word of
Godo The Brbie (not the Bible mulilaled hy
the Refermers and ihe Migher (vities, bl
ihe Bible which she has wreserved ihrough
the conluries) ix only the written Word: It
there ix o also the unwritten Word, which is
Tradition.  And the Church is the Guardian
of Tracdition. I is impossible for a man to
take up an English version of the Bible and
say definilely that the meaning e gives lo
a text is the weaning intended hy the in-
spired writer who wrale it.  The Charch is
able o preserve the Sacred Seripture in its
purity hecanse she iy infallible. and because
her memory stretehes back over the  cen-
turies to the days of the Apostles: and what
she taught in the first century she ienches
in the twentieth.  If the wrilten Word were
intended 1o e the sole neans of salvation
Christ would certainly have writien the hook
Hisuself, and written it in such a way that
nob anly would evervone understand it, hui
that it would be impossible for auvene 1o
misunderstand it.  But Christ never wrate
anything.  He commanded the Apostles to
preach and te teach, but He did not tell
them to go about with a hook which had
not yet heen written, and which very few
are able to understand now that it hins lbeen
written.  The Church encourages the Tamity
to read the Bible, but she rightly insists upon
proper safeguards against error, and she re-
serves to herself the right to interpret it.
Dces Protestantism, however, stand for ihe
“open Bible” within the meaning of the
doctrine of private judgment? It eertainly
does not. Consider the work of the Pro-
testant missionaries among the savages. In
the first place the savages cannot read, so
that the Bible is useless unless it is inter-
preted by someone, and that someone is the
missionary who distributes the Bibles. The
savapes, thercfore, do not enjoy the sacred
right of private judgment: they are forced

to endure missionary judgment. If the dec-
trine of private judgment were carried to its
logical conclusion it would put the Pro-
testant clergy -out of existence, for if the
Holy Ghost speaks to ecach individual, what
need is there for preachers and teachers?
The Chureh is gravely anxions when she
niears of the establishment of centres for
Bible distribution among ler children, be-
cause, by the side of the Bible she sees the
Protesiant agents, and she knows that the
intention is by no means to let the “open
Bible” tell its own tale, but to Interpret
it in the sense which she knows to be ut-
terly false, and, moreover, to spread the
enstomary nus-representations of  Catholic

doctrine  together with the customary
caliminies  nbout  Catholic  history, noi

omitiing, perhaps, to add ihose temporal
inducements to apostasy which have been fre-

gquently resorted lo with partial success.  In
addition io providing an authorised fext

with explanatory notes in her editions of the
Sacred Word, she exerts herself to preserve
that Word from mutilation at the dictation
of merely Rationalistic eriticism,

The Church in Britain

While Profestunt “evangelists’” float about
the world telling how Bible socielies are de-
feating the Catholic Climrel in Latin coun-
tries, ene womlers why no serions attempt
18 made 1o evangelise Great Britain,  Ace-
cording 1o siatisties lor 1925 the Catholie
Chureh 1s growing steadily in the British

Tsles.  Ts it that the British are lecoming
more ignorani than they used to be? or
is 1t that there are no Bible societies in

Britain? Here are the figures anyvway ; they
speak for themselves:—

The Archbishops and Bishops of England
and Wales and Seotland number thirty-one;
the clergy 1642 as compared with 4606 last
year,

Churches, chapels, and stations have grown
from 2412 to 2458; {his increase by nearly
fifty new ehurches must be regarded as a
maost satisfactory one to have accomplished
at a ithne when building costs have heen
high and many other difficullies abounding,

These statistics are all inclusive of Scot-
land; but the following appiv only to the
dioeeses of Kngland and Wales. Catholic
secondary schools have increased by twentiy-
three, and clementary schools by thirteen;
the numbers arc now 471 and 1206 respec-
tivelv, with an agpregate attendance of more
than 413,760 pupils. not counting  nearly
10,300 Catholiec chiidren in the schools of
charitable institutions,

With regard to the Catholic population of
the droceses, the figures given, as the Diree-
tory points out, cannof in many eases be
accurate; but such as they arve, they show
a present population in Fogland and Wales
of 2,030,835 Catholies, 33,575 more than last
year.

Statisties of conversions ave again gratify-
g, In 1922 the converts received in Eng-
land and Wales numbered 12,406; in 1923
the figure was 12,786, an increase of 390.
The total number of Catholics in the British
Empire is now computed at 14,960,742, an
advance of 33,430 upon last year's estimate.
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