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England, and the Prime Minister who had a
foible for pushing hix admiration for brave
enemies to the length of despising [riends
éown on their luck, frankly threw over the
diyreputable anxiliavies in Ireland and hegan
tp_’_cjw an unexampled opportunity opening
up before him of seeking an Trich victory in
a precisely opposite direction, which was very
likely more welcome to his heart of hearts.

If e could not (in the pretty Black-and-
Tan jargon of the dav) ~*do in" Siun Feiuw,
he must e’en parley with it, and for that
he had advantages unknown to any of his
predecessors. To hegin with, a King (it
would be churlish to forget) whose vearnin.,
for an Irish appeasement was a facler of the
first importaice in wmollifying the most in-
grained Fuglish prejudiees. Next, botl 3Tr.
Bonar Law and Sir 1. Carson, who hiad made
him Prime Minister, and made him  their
prisoner, were now removed from the active
scene. That co-operation of Fnglish Partlies,
for which Gladstune sighed to no purpose was
ready to his hand. Not altogether—may it
saus immodesty be hinted *—witliout a share
of influence from labers of our awn for many
an unregarded year, the lestigtions of the
Unionist Party in particular—of fine Kider
Statesmen of the sf.lmp of Mr. Walter Long,
as well as of the rising hopes and hrains-
carriers of the Purty like Mr. Austen Chan-
berlain and Mr. F. E. Smith (now Loed
Birkenhead) and Tard Robert Ceeil himself

had given way (o bolder notions of Trish
liherty. None hut a pathetic handfnl  of

ancient Tory tmpossibilists any longer sleod
in the way.

On the Liberal side, Mr. Asquith, aeain at
the head of his “*Wee Free™ following in the
Honse of Commans, wus arraigning the atro-

"‘E#‘cy—mnngors in Ireland with the noble ola-
quence which was alwaxs his. and was ad-
vocating, as with a father's pride. a most
opulent measure of that Dominion Tlome
Rule which he had quite overlooked in the
days of his Premiership.  The Lahor Party
were to a man for Ireland’s deliverance, the
maore complete the hetter. The Trish Union-
ists outside the Six Counties, who might have
been u political force of the first maenitlude,
had they asserted themselves hefore they were
deserted by 8ir E. Carson and contemptuous.
Iv ignored by the Parliament of England,
did at last find voice 1o claim kinship with
the aspirations of their countrvinen.  The
Anti-Partition of Trish Con-
servatives of capacity and high intearity like
Lord Midleton and Sir Horace Plunkett, late
comers though they were into the vinevard,
did bring a substantinl accession of strength
to Mr. Lloyd George in the daring change
of front he was meditating,

That he did not enlist the aid of Sir Janies
Craig as well was the capital mistake of the
Prime DMinister in his new peace negotia-
tions. Tho Ulsier leader was never an in-
corrigible ecnemy of a moedus wivendi with
his Southern countrymen. Like so many of
¥ higher Orange type, if he was an irre-
&’lsi‘ble being for half a dozen mad “‘anni-
versary” days, he was for all the rest of
t#e year a kindly neighbor, a fast iriend,
more houest of heart than complex in the
convolutions of his bhrain matter, but in all
things, flattering or otherwise, as irredem-
ably Irish as the granite ribs of Cave Hill.

organisalions

At this moment, Sir . Carson had gone off
ta the iiouse of Lords, throwing the squaliing
baby Tarliament in Belfast on his hands
nider etrcumstances which could searcely fail
fo try the temper of the deserted Covenant-
ers.  Siv James Craig had besides Leen mel-
fowing down into a popualar officer of the

King's Iouschold, and would, we¢ mayv be
sure, have found more congenial work in

gratifying the Ring's dearest desire than he
had over found in qualifyving to be one of
his  Muajesty’s rebels. It would not have
heen diflicult. with Lis gowsd will, to enlarge
the National Council™ of the Act of 1020
into some real hond of National Unity, sach
as would have made it the pride of Ulster
Lo be represented in the National Parliament,
while retaining in any desived measure ihe
local liherties she cujoyvs in her Belfast as-
sembly. That no objection wonld have come
frem Lthe Sinn Fein side is made clear by
President Cosgrove, who declares that had
Uister  accepted the Treaiv  of Dowuing
Street as it stood she would still be in posses-
sian of her particularist privileres in as am-
ple a measure as the All-for-Treland Leasue
had ever proposed.®  Sir James Craig had
already given proof hy his perfectly court-
couy conversations with Mr. de Valera and
My, Griflith that Le was not averse to those
more cordial nnderstandings that nearly al-
waws follow porsomal contaet.

To leave such a man out in the cold while
“the murder gang'” wore being welcomed to
Downing  Street was to  invite suspicion
among Siv J. Craig's touchy lieges and in-
deed 1o give it full justification. Yet this
was what actually happened.  The Minis-
terial plan of campaign, 1 am afraid it will
he found. was frst to faver Sinn Fein by
cheating Ulstor,”” and next when that por-
tion of the programme hlnlw dewn to cheat
Sinn Iein by ealling in “Ulster.” While
the Treaty of Downing Street was under dis-
cussion at the Dail there was held a gecret
sitbing at which full shorthand notes of the
conversations hetween the British Ministers
amdd the &inn IFein delegatos were communi-
ated da the wemhers under the strietest
preeantions as to secrcev.  Members wore
nab only specially pledged to regard the in-
formation as eonfidential, on pain of an in-
stant renewal of hostilities Ly England, but
measures were taken to prevent any writien
notes on the swhjeet from heing conveyed
oul of the chamher. Tntil the full official
record. which wust he still somewhere pre-
served, seeg 1lhe light. the truth as to the
most important Irish transaction for n cen-
tury nust still remain obseure and any ei-
lightened judement regarding the responsi-

&

"It is not generally understood,”” Proesi-
dent Cosgrove said in the Dail, “by the man
it the street that had the Northerns eleeted
to remain with us they wonld be guaranteed
n perpetuity every acre of territory that
for the moment is under their control. They
waould have retained their Parliament of the
Six Counties aud their separate judiciary
and their Governor, ascording fo their plea-
sure and would have had under the
Constitution of the Tree State, a representa-
tion of 51 members in the Free State Parlia-
ment, instead of 13 members who now repre-
sent them at Westminster.”

hilities for the Treaty and for the Civi! War
mist ho antil the
secrel part of the story comes to he divulged.
My own information on Tived
though it is from three separale parlicipants
m the Secrct Sossi an only he
public under every reserve.

There are some defails, owever, which are
not to he doubted. The firslt is that the
Ministerialists contrived 1o shitt the discus-
sions at tha Conference from the siraight
issue of the Integrity ol Ireland by leading
the rvepresentatives of Sinn Fein to believe
that the same end was to be morn astutely
attamed by
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ineans of Boundary Commis-
sion.  That, I think, will he found {o have
heen ihe cardinal ervor of the capable but
mexperienced Irishmen who found themselves
pitted against the most subtle intellects the
Empire couwld select. They allowed the de-
hates to be diverted from the supreme rights
of Ireland as one indivisible nation, on which
nothing could defeat thom 4o palirier con-
troversios as to whether this or that county,
barony, or parish might not he suoppod
froni the Protestant to the Catholie side of
the Trontier and so ensuring that what re-
mained of “Northern Treland mnst in the
nature of things follow. The netion eamo
(my information gnes) [rom the ingenious
hrain of AMr. Winston Clhnrehill whose Posi-
tion as Colonial Seevetary gave him a more
commanding influence than ever in lis jll-
fated incursions into the affairs of Treland.
He, with the exproess anthority of Mr. Lloyd
George, conveved 1o ihe Trigh delegates an
assuranee that the Boundary  Commission
would he so arraneed as to ensuree the trans-
fer to the Trish Trree SL:}to of the connties
of Tyrone and Termanaph, the City of Perry
and the important town of \m\]\' and that
“Northern Ireland” thus vir na]l\' restrieted
to threo counties, would find itself com-
pelled to throw in its fortunes with the Free
State.  In one of his impl']si“(’ nonients
General Collins blnried oup in o nuhlic speeeh
the anncuncement upon Mr. Churelii)l s anth-

ority that, under the Boundary (“mnm]scmn
stipulated for in the

Treaty “vast terri-
tories” wonld he transferred Tram Lhe Six
Counties Lo the Tree State. This was he

first news of the arrangement which reached
Siv James Craig,

He promptly and indig-
nantly  anvennecd

that with a Boundary
Commission of sueh a character e would
huve nothing to do.  Mr. Churchill when
hrought to bhook by a question in the Houw
of Commons, denied that he had over Pro-
mised o \h Michael Colling”
of “vast territories"”

the transfer
hy mieans of the Tonn-
davy Commission. The reply was teehnically
trune, hut was essentinlly false. Tt
“to Mr. Michael Colling’’
promise; it was to Mr. Michael Colling' in-
termediary. Tow  responsible  Ministers
eonld ever have hoped that sueh = transae-
tion conld be seeretly carried {hrongl, be-
hind the back of Sir James Craig, in viola-
tion of the solemn pledge given o him hy
the Imperinl Parlinment of the integrity nf
his tervitory under ihe Act of the previous
year, passcs comprehension ; hut, unless thres
different festimonies which have reached me
from trustworthy sonrces are 1o he disere-
dited, the promise was undoubtedly given,
and was only violated when General Collins'

wis not
he had given the
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