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his friends, Lhe more {eeve @ Leree Covens
anters to whom be had handed over the Six
Counties, had in Committee gerrymandered
the constituencies of North-East Ulster to
their sweet will, and added two Orange
“itards to his own constituency of the Iails
Joad, thereby ensuring his ejection from the
Tmperial Parliament ut the General Elee-
tion, In the last slage of his decadence
the paladin, who had once summened the
police and military to make a ring for him
in Belfast for a fizht to a fimish with the
Orangemen, guitied Belfast as soon as he
wag taken at his word, and his constituents
were falling by the hundred under the hul-
lets of the unloosed Orangemen, and he sub-
sided thenceforth into the poor rvole of “ask-
ing questions,” feebler and ever feebler at
Westminster. The oulv personage of any
consequence in the group, Mr. T. P. ¢’Con-
nor, confined his attention to the atrocities
of the Black-and-Tans of Turkey in Ar-
menis and with tears in his volee gave o
that interesting people the eloguence he
would once have devoted to the Bashi-hazouks
of Sir Hamar Greenwocd,

We mayv be fairly challenged {o name ounr
own exploits in the emergency.  Frankly,
there were none., Unlike the Hibernian lead-
ers who on the morrow of their overthrow
at the polls predicted that ‘‘hefore six
months’” there would come a Reaction which
would re-establish their power, the Ali-for-
Treland League. as a corporate power, had
definitely ceazed to exist hefore the General
Blection. For fifteen rears. we had fought
the losing hattle against ihe ever growing
power of a corrupt Hiberntan ascendancy to
prevent the majority of our countrymen
from hearing anvthing except the most fan-
tastic misrepresentations of our views and
gaotions.  We had an unshaken conviction
that time was hound to vindicate, as the
only stable hasis of a henign National settle-
ment, an agreement by consent of every ele-
ment of strength., Gaelic or Norman or
British, Catholic or Protestant, Democratic
or Conservative, which constituted the actual
Irish nation, sueli as History had hequeathed
it to us, ns opposed to the destructive pro-
eramme of everlasting enmity towards “‘our
hereditary  enemies,”  “the  hlack-blooded
‘romwellians,” *fthe Orange dogs.” and “‘the
rotten Protestaunts,” in pursuance of which
a majority of the constituencies -tragically
ignorant of what they were heing led to do.
had repulsed every conciliatory advance from
far-sighted Protestant Irishmen and forced
a million of their countrymen to hail Sir ¥,
Carson as their deliverer. The vindieation
of our measures for allaving the foars of
the Pretestant minority and our unconguoer-
able aversion to Partition had. indeed, come
already, and was to he within a few vears
acknowledged hy evers school and gection of
Irish Nationalists, including our wost bhitter
maligners and hy every Fngilsh Party g
well, who eventnally found salvation around
the conference-table of which we had st
them the example fifteen years hefore sat
the' Land Conference. We had lived to

,receive the admission of the Prime Minister

that we were “fundamentally rieht,” and
were presently te hear the Lead:of the new
Revolutionary movement, Mr. de Valera,
protest as passionately as ourselves his de-

volion to Lhe rghibs of “onr hereditary ene-
mies” who had given us our Gratians and
Wolfe Tones and Fmmets, and to find the
President of the new *Irish Iree State,””
Mreo Avthur Geiffh, 1o his first proclamu-
tion, publish onr doctrines of unwearving
conctliation of the Protestant minority as
the foundation stone of hig Guvernment., We
were to have the consolation sueh as it was
of finding the Trish [ierarchy pulilishing in
1922 (eight vears toe late, atas!y their solein
judgment that “the deadly effeets of Parvti-
tion has been to ruin Treland™- -the Puarti-
tiit which was unsnimonsly consented 1o by
the Fiberntan Parliamentary Party, and for
making the sole proiest against which (while
there was still time to avert the catastrophe)
we were anathematised as trattors, ]

But we had no longer any power tn hasten
the eonsummation ol the enlightened prin-
eiples soon to be crowned with universal as-
sent. Nay. it owas certpin that our disap-
pearanee would be the surest means of ve-
moving the Tast obstacle to their trinmph,
by removing all pretext for the old jeal-
onsles, and Teaving the new generation un-
fettered 1o follow ny the good werk in the
plenitude of their 1resh energies and spring-
time hopes. Niv ros aon robis seoms 1o pro-
notee irrevoeably the Yate of the pieneers
and we cheerfully howed io e deeree. On
ihe hand, even if collaboration
had heen invited (awd 31 never was) we
should have shrank from the responsihility
ef flinging our verng conuntrymen all Lut
weaponless, agiinst the colosaal armaments
of Tagland under eonditions ot which
knew nothing.
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All the more, that we were
<t persuaded, Paclimaentary methods had
proved incffective, not heeawse ther  were
the Parliumentary methods of Parnell. but
heeause they were not. hut were the methods
of corrupt barvgain and sale which had saeri-
ficed the interests af the nation o those of
an Lnghsh Partv. Buat the new men were
the solitary hope of redeeming the country
from a state of politieal rottenness which
moved My, T. I, O'Connor himself to ery
out that the place-unting members of Par-
liament of
Alr. Birrell's room in the House of Commons,
and if they wore to he trosted at all mnst
he armed with ail the andivided strength
the ration could give them.  To the new
men, consequentlsy, 1t hecame our cardinal
principle to secure the same generous man-
date which had heen wiven to Parnell against
the less degenerate iollowers of Built and
under 1o eirenmstances to sav or do aueht
that could enfeehle their arm. .

On two oceasions ooly, up io the dafe of
the sifonee broken,  The
fiest was when o protest in the Times was
wrung from me by the devastation of  our
awn Tittle town of Mallow,  Tn the rage of
the Crown forces nnder o defeat which was
1 perfeethe legitimate act of war. they turn-
ed o pluce whick had been o sylvan Aveadin
of peace and mutual tolerance into & furnaee
of vengeful passions on hoth sides in which
ihe nighis grew lorrid around. ns with
the rattle of cuvfire, the erash of hridges
hlown into the air, antl the olare of hurning
mansions and of horning cabins. My onlv
other intervention was one that seemed to
be forced upon me as an clementary duty

fwere making a commonage’”

Truee, was our

al Tomanily s well as patriceism. While
the war was already turiously raging and
spreading, but before it had vet nearly
reached its elimax, T received a communici-
tion front one of Mr. de Valera's wost inti-
mate confidants—although noi, so far as [
know at bis desive, or, perhaps, cven with
his knowledge—wlhich could leave no room
for denht that peace might at that moment
he had on derms which woyld have spared
tie country two years ol appalling blood-
shod and suflerings and which Mre. Liovd
George would have paid o kingdown™s ronson:

twa vears later 10 he condd go back 1o, The
substance  of  that communication T took

the responsibility of communicating o the
? wiieh
will speak for itself, and which there is no
lemger any reason for withhalding
Canfidewtinl and Seepet,

rine Mister inoa correspondence

Jule 5, 1910,
Dear Mr. Tlovd George,

Enelosed oxtract may he velivd upon as in-

dieating what the attitude of Sinn 1ein
will he towards any definife offer of Do-
minion Home Rule. TFor that reason, and

because 1 can guarnntee ihe writer's good
farth and very spectal sources of informa-
tion. T consider it a duty to send it to yon,
From his report it mav he deduced with
certainty that Sinn Fein will not bleck the
way of any offer of New Zealand or New-
Founcdiand Home Rule provided (1) that it
comes [romn the Govermment itsell, (2) with
a guarantee thal it accepted by an 1rish
tefevendum it will he put inia operation,
and (3} that weither the Times nor Sir H.
Plinkett ix allowed 1o exploit the concession
to the prejudice of the elecied representa-
tives of Treland, whose concnwrrence {tacil if
nov aclive) will be essential if any praciie
able settlement is to he offocted within iy
time or even within vours, T will nut wasle
vour time adding another pebble 1o vour
monutain of glory: there ix only one Hrinmph
more amazing and more blessed von could
have and it would be in Ireland.
Sineerely vours,
Winnraw O Burey.
The Bt Hon, DL Llovd Georee, M,
Prime Jinister,
(Enclosed Txtract)

Confideitiol and Nepref,

“Fohave had an opportunity of  seeing
. who Is a really tast friend of onres
and is the right-hand man of My, de V. 1
have alse wet a Iavge nwmber of leading
people in Dublin and the country and ['m
quite convineed that 99 per cent, of the
Sinn Temn body would gladly accent Do-
minion Home Wole as a settloment, hut will
Iiave nothing to do with Plunkett’s sehome
ar with any other schome of the sane nodnre
until such time as the Governmont place
all their cards on the tuble,

ST e agreeably sweprised at the  good
conse displaved by the people, and the maost
determined of the young men as well av the

There is mare commen
sense anl more resalution ihan over
Fefore known in our history,  Tvery person
T met was willing to .elose with an Tonest
Dominion Settlement, including all but a
handful of the extremist Velunteers, but all
are determined not to give wayv one iach

more experienced.
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