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Ir:land and the League of Nations

The Mawchester Guardiun reports that a
delieate situntion has avisen in Ireland out
of the objection of the British Government
to the registration of the Anglo-Irish Treaty
with the Lengue, of Nations,

ain

Several weeks
reasons why  DBritain wishes
Treland to be vegarded ws 2 purely domestic
probler of her own: hot aceording to the

weomve

statoment s-ued by the drish Minister for

External AMlalvs, the dowestie problom theory
Tiss ontlived its power Lo deceive, Mr. Fitz-
seradd pointed cut in Dis statemoent that ihe
Covenaat ol the League sets ont the dutios
undertaken by There
States, he
savs: uoie has speeial privileges and none
b oexempt from the ohligations set forth n
the Covenmaut. e guotes Article T8, and
pinreeds: SThis Arbicle ihal every
treaty and international enesgement entered
inte alter Janoary, 120, shail be registered.

menther of it
heiween

cCVery

are no distinetions the

THEL TS

The Trish Ifvee State, as o wmewmber of the
Leagne, s hoend by this Artiche, As the
Troaty s the hasis of tne Irisi Free Stade’s
rolationg with the ether wenmbers of the
British Commonwealtlh of Netions, 1 was
pre-timinendly our ity io register it To

Lhave {ailed in this wonld hiave Deen 1o

repudiate the Covenant, which can he done

netther by the Pree State nor auy ether
member of the Leagne.™  Meo Fitzgerald's

reading of the Article ix correet. Thase who
deubt inay lere read the elause for them-
selvos, T

rewds as follows: —lvery treaty
o international engagemont  ontered  into
hereafter by any member of the Lewrue shall
he Forthwilh registered with the Seeretariat,
anil shall as often as possible he puhlished
by it. No sneh freaty or international en-
wacement. slinll he hiuding until so regis-
tored. ™
Seeing for Themselves

When the British Trade Tnion Delegates
relurned from Russia lo picture Muscovite
cedivions in glowing colors, one Tinglish
paper deseribed them as “British mugs” who
“had ne more ides of the true feelings of
the Russian peeple and the real conditions
of Russian life than o trainlead of Hulloeks
Tave of Bngland in their Sourney from the
mastures up to Smithfield Market.”  The
i diterim report of the delegates is reatfly
mat werth ithe paper upon which it is writ-
ten, to say which iy not to reflect upon the
Benesty of those who wrote it.
e jusd ps omuel of
the Bolshoviy
let them see,

Thesr would
as their hosts,
deemed 11
The vond o] stack
Ceome el osee Tor veurseld
e anen as it sounds,

HIE B!
Jenrelors, wise 1o
challence,
L not alwavs
For example, many
distinguiched visitors Tuve losked npon Thel-
st and returned Lome deeply fmpressed ™
with all they had seen.
rorted 1o Castle, and driven to
the Ciry thev wor'd he taken to the
seats el the Div industries, and feasted in
Ulster THall: and then they wonld he closely
shopherded to the railway station. Jut, savs
an Irish exehauge, no one would dream of
talkine those visilors to the slum districis,

They would e os-
Stermont
Hall,

Topics

No Russian Bolshievist in Moscow coutd 1n-

prove upon twe procedure by which undreds

af wvisitors to Bellast are “sheplierded” by
skilliul and plausible expouents of the noble

seience of deluding mues”

A Wily Shepherd
The same
Lime  when

paper refor to the
the “Mick  Me-
Quaid™ was peruing o gondly honus per head
From the ol Stocke Papist Souls Coover-
sic Seviety,” with headguarters in London,
For every eitizen of Connemara evangelised™
under his auspices.

coes on o
onee-tanmons

An honest Angliean
bishop announced his intention of paving a
visit o the seene of the great “Frangel-
Fruitful The socicty warned
their agent i alarm and panie,

1ser's’ laliors,
They knew
thai the stortes of the conversions were im-
pudent fabrications. When the bishen, 2
aencrous s ubseriber, areved. e thonght he
Lad taken Mick by steprise: hut Dhe faith-
il Me@Quaid prommptly undertook to “show
him aronnd.” With the help ol an aceon-
plice, hall=i-dogen succestil persanations of
ceonverts” were effected on the road to the
plare where an “orphanace.” peeplod by the
had been
established-aeeording 1o the apncals dssued
by the “LRPS.CST Wive hundeed vards
from the road. on the horder of o Hittle Take,
somoe bwenty o thiviy elnlklren were standing
or seated. When  the hishon tirned
towards this uteresting and pathetic groun,
MeQquatd praduced o hnee hoitle of evil-
smelling stult, which e sprimkled aver the
prefate and himself with greet Hherality and
fervor, that  the orphuins
wore stricken with «uallpex owling fo the
dinholieal devices of the leenl unconverted
His Lordship's retreat was wecowm-
plished In record time: and he handed £30
to the heroie foster-father of the afilicled
“orphanage.”
aeliser’’

ehiftlren of “mnrdered converts,”

il

explaining Bour

[anyists.

Thereafter the plous “evan-
salved the small garments in which
he had arvayved figures formed from inrf-
mould, and kicked the “hodies”
phans’” into the lake. Tt is a story
should never he forgotten by the
pilgrim in search of information.

of the “or-
that
serious

Lourdes and the Modern Mind

Millions of people thronghout {he world
are the vietims ol superstition in sonme pars
tieular or other. Sowe believe in the poteney
of charms to ward off evil; others in the
nrophetic nature of dreams; some go iu fear
aidl trembling Lo the fortune-teflers to dis-
caver the fnture: others agnin will not pass
under o Iadder, or the horse-shog
The Munehester Guapdicn
savs that there are at least 15 well-known
professional astrologers plying their trade
in the West Innd of Looadon and many lesser-
Lkucwn The writer smiles behind his
band when he savs that whatever we may
think of astrolegy, it is faseinating to find
that in an age of supposed intense enlight-
evment what the encyclopedia ealls “one of
the oldest superstilions”
active new
But those

remove

from the doeor,

anes,

is apparently  as
as it was in the dawn of history.
who ure most carafnl to observe

all the rites connected with guperstitions are
the very people who pour most ridicule on
the miraculous happenings at Lourdes. Hil-
afre Bellee referred to this when he spoke al
i demonstration in London organised by the
Suciety of Our Lady of Lourdes. The title
of his address wus “Lonrdes and the Modern
Alind,” and in the course of it he pointed
out that ihe thing that called itself the
modern niind denied the miraculous quality
of Lourdes. Within living memory it had
denied the phenomena. It was now prepared
to look for the phenomena everywhere, There
was nothing in the wav of the abnormal, the
unacceustoned. and the  strange  which it
would not swallow except Lourdes. 1t ac-
copted AL Coué, and was delighted to aceept
Finstein, hut not Twourdes or the Gospel.
He suggested that the reason for this in-
abilitv 1o belicve that  the  miracles  at
Louvdes were due te an external power and
this valle-faee from the old materialism to
the new general eredulity was to he Tornnd

in the hostility 1o the Catholic Chuvel,
Meo Chesterton, whe  followed.  elaimed
that  while  Catholies  regarded  the  mie-
acles  at Dourdes  as due to the  will

of God, they regarded all natnval phenamena,
as cqually  the vesult of His will.  “Our
vision of this ordinary world is more tinged

with mysticism than that of the average
transcendentalist, heeanse we say that the
same Power that created the spring  at

Lourdes created the world.”

Can Catholics Think?

One of the stock calumnies against  the
Church is that she decs not aliow Catholics
to thivk ftor themselves. A New Zealund
Protestant divine delivered a sermon a couple
of Sundays age, and in the course of it le
deplored the craze for definition in matters
of doctrine.  He concluded by advising his
cotigregation to accept the facts without the
nicetios of logical or theological definition.
We shudder 1o think what would have been
said had a Catholic preacher expressed him.
self so, and we are glad to say that no Cath-
alic preacher would dreum of tendering such
advice.  There is o Mr. (iHover, however,
who has been writing in the Duily News to
tell his friends that Catholics cannot think.
The poor man las forgotten that it was
the thinking of the Cathelic General Foch
that saved his skin what time his Protoes-
tant-thinking Generals were unable to hoat
the Germans.  He evidently does not know
that Catholic inspiration is at the root of
IFrench literature, which Iy the work of the
clearest thinkers of modern times. Tt s an
old fable, that Catholics cannot think, and
as usual it seems to be repeated by oa man
who has himself the fauls which  he
would like ns to have. As a writer in (Tath-
ofie: Truth poiuts out, the only tyranny in
Catholic belief is that it prevents a man
from thinking wrongly on certain matters.
Aud if this he a tyranny, it is also a tyranny
to teach a boy that two and two make four
so effectively as to make it impossible for
Lim ever again to think that two and two
make five. In fact, Catholics are goal
thinkers for the very reasom that their faith
gives them something to think about. You
camnot think about anything unless you know
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