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pressed by the Governmenl for some weeks
in 1919. Tt made a third start, and raids
by Black-and-Tan aud Republicans were in-
cidents in the finnl stage of its career. At
Inst the inevitable end came. It had done
good service to Ireland and te Catholic in-
terests in Ireland during the greater part

of its caveer of 166 years, and it Is Lo ifs
honor "that during so much of this long
period it so oten made a good fight for un-
popular causes that seemed dovmed to de-
feat, and when the skies were darkest like
the Consul of Cannae it deserved the honor
of these who “refuse to despuair.”

The Montessori Method and Catholicism

(Fpwix M. Sravpise, B.Se., in the Irish

Rosary.)

(Concluded from last week.)

The statements made by Dr. Montessori
and her supporters—which seem so extra-
vagant to those whe have not seen her
schools—claiming that ihrough her method
a new and higher tyvpe of child lhas been
revealed—these claims should not cause any
misgivings to Catholies, when it is remem-
hered that they reler only to noafural farul-
ties and graces, which have hitherto heen
smothered by the senseless treatment to
which small children have heen snbjected.
To quate Dr. Mentessori again:—

“The fact has heeu proved too many times
to allow of further doubt, that with. our
methods many of the defecls wnd many of
the characteristies of childish inferiority dis.
appear almoest as though by magic, and we
are able to ohserve a new type of child.

“However, this does not touch the in-
trinsic question of real goodness: the child
who has had the spiritnal treatment offered
hy onr method has found an envirenment
hetter adapted for his development: he is
not, however, really good because of this,
from the point of view of virtue,

“The voluntary rising towards the wood,
o sacrifice made out of love, lieroism, sane-

tity, cannot he attained by means aof a
rational psyehie treatment, hut a strong,
clean man will be more ready to reccive
Divine grace and to make it hear fruit.”

On the other hand, Protestants have no
ceause 1o he disturbed by the tendency which
we have noticed amongst students of her
method to gravitate towards Rome. In
view of what we have said with regard to
the similarity of method bhotween the two
svstems, this is ne more than wonld he ex-
pected by any disinterested ohserver. A dis
corning infidel, looking at the matter simply
on the natural plane, and by the light of
natural reason alone, wonld expeet no less,

It should, however, he a matter for grati-
fication to Catholic Montessori Students that
a method so successful in develaping the
‘opening faculties of the human mind, sheuld
hear such a striking resemblance to ihat
which, nnder the Providence of CGod, has
been set up to assist him in Lis supernatnral
progress.

This similarity is only what “n ppiori?” one
wonld expect to find. Tor the snpernatnral
does not contradiet the natural order, hut
rather transforms it. Or perhaps it wonld
he Detter to say that it takes it up inte
itself, absorbing it into its own higher sphere.
where it remains itself and wvet not itself,
but shot through with a meaning and a
beauty not ifts own.

And, therefore, of mnecessity, the Tdeal
Montessori School must be the Catholic Mon-

tessorl School—where the development of all
the watnral facultics is Iooked upen merely
as the preparation for their wanctifieation
and  adoption, through the influence of
Divine Grace, into the Supcernatural order.

That such a gehool s the ideal for which
the Dottoressa s striving, no one whoe khows
her mtimately conld ever doubt,  And it
any one  did dewshi, his doublts would he
quickly dissipated by a peroasal of Dr, Mon-
tessort’s Dittle hooklet entitled The Child i
He Charel,

It is to be regretted that thiz valuahle
and suggestive cssuy has not vet appeared
i an FEuglish forn. shoe deals
with experiments which were made—under
competent ecelesinstion] anthoritvy—to apnly
the principles of hier method (o the religions
eilucation of the very small child.

These experiments—in which she had the

For in it

en-opetation of fwo priesis—were carried out
as the result of a paper rend by Signorina
Macheroni. Mme. ablest
tant, at a Liturgical Congress, hefore 1he
Alhot of the Benedictines at the Monastery
of Muuntserrat.

Monlessori's S ine

The matn chjoct of this work was (o devise
practical means wherehy small children from
the ages of four years and upwards shonld

WEDDING BELLS
WIHITARER—SAMPSOYN.

The wedding was solemmnised at St Pai-
rick’s Chureh, Grevmouth, on December 30,
1924 of Tematius Francis, seeond son of Mes.
Agnes and the late Bernard Fear Whitaker,
Norvthland,  Wellington,  to Mary.  eoldest
danghter of  Mr. o Mrs. W, Sammpson,
Grevnouth,  Nuptial Mass was celebrated
hy the Rev. Vather Q'Regan. After the
ceremony & receplion was held ot the resi-
dence of the bride's
relatives wers presont,

ared

parents, wlere only
The hride was droes-
and wore the orthodox
white veil and orge blossoms., The hrides.
maids were Miss Lily Sampson {sister of the
hride), who wore pink satin warvoenin, and
Miss Genevieve Whitaker (sister of the hridoe-
ereom), who shot green tadetn,  The
bridegroom wax aittended by Mr. Cxril F.
Heaphy as best man, and Mr. Gordon White
as groomsman.  Mr. and Mrs, Whitaker Toft
for Christchureh and the North Island, where
the honeymoon wus spent, prior to taking up
their residence in Wellington.
—
We do not ask in the name of our Master
what wo ask otherwise than by our Master's
rulds.—St. Augustine.

sedd in owhite satin

woro

be lud to w progressive apprecintion of the
significance of Church 1litnal and of the
Sacraments; and finally to assist them in
every possible way in their preparation for
their First Communion, which fook place in
the school chapel, .

We have no space, here, to enter into a
detailed  deseription of the very beautiful
and sugpeestive work which was dane n this
conunection,  We will conelude, Yowever, with
a hrief quotation frem Docter Montessori's
own pen, which bears diveetly on the sub-
jeet we have heen ronsidering,

She s
pricsts

speaking  with reference 10 two
who had heeome intoeestel in her
mwethod—ane, Father Casollera, a missionary
whe had  returned from Conzreal America
(Guatemala), the other, Tatisr Clascar, a
man of seholarly repute, who had wranslated
the Psalms and other parts of the Serimures
into the Catalan language, She savs: —
“Neither ef these Fathers knew me, nov
was aware that B was n Catholiz, and al-
though fn my bhook T nuule no direet profos-

sion of religious Faith, it seomed o them
that my method was Calbaiic tn jte very

CRSONEC,

“The humility and patience of the mis-
fress: fhe stress laid on things rather than
the surraunding atmasniere of son-
sorial shjects as the heginning of psvelie
life; the silence and veeolloctedness of the
little children: the freedoa to porfees 1neelf
permitied to the infant mind; the minute
care i an bieipating o xd eorrecting whatever
i oril—even the simple error, the slight im-
perfection, the jmmedinte control of 1he cr-
ror thrau:h the material of develomment s the
respeet sfown to the Dnner ife of the (hild,
professed almost as
these

word:;

A cuit of charity,—all
principles of  Podiwnry whicl
seemed to them dive v fo emanate from,
and he inspired hy Catholicism.”
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H.A.CB.S.
PATRICK'S BRANCII.

DUNEDIN,
The president (Bro. J. 1. Kerr) presided
over worecord attendance at the formmightls
mecting of St Patrick’s hraneh (No. 643) of
the HLACUBL Society, held in the braneh's
b roums on

=T

SOTTH

Vodnesday evening week, A
hearty welcome was extended fo Bro. AL
Ford, of =t. Marv's bravell, Timaru, Bro,
Ford, who was wreeted with applause,  in
acknowledeing the recoption acreorded him,
cangratulated the wmombers of St DPabriel's
branch on their fine new rooms,  Six new
piembiers were initinted and twa candidates
proposed for membership,  After correspond-
ence Ind been deale with, the :'\'('ninﬁ wias
devoted o sovial entertainment.  Neen in-
terest is boing evineed by members in the
hilliard tourmument. prizes for whieh hnve
been donated hy Bro. €. Meckin, St. Pat-
rick's. ond Bro. . Behrens, i,
branch (No. 624), Christchurel,
P——
Trouble not at the loss of thy hadily Oy OS.
Thon hast the eves with which the angels soe
by which
Anthony.

Mary's

3

thou mayest hehold  God.—St,
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