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more hitter and hard Lo heae thae this ma-
ment, Believe me, my child, it is for your
vood, and T am only saving vou from sreat
wahappiness.” Awd as the divectar sank hack
oxhausted upoen hiy pillows, he was quite
the trulh of what he said.
There {s no orator more eloguent and wore

convineed of

persuasive to a nen than ihe veiee of his own
seltishiess.

Nora laud tired Tead b
that af her Poher, whilst e held er fingers
Gehtly arasped. as 00 e Teared <he mighi

her the «ide of

eseape 1.
clevervihine !

sell, and the whole nuegnitude of the saeri-

Her dove kiled at »

~he apsin whispered to hers

fice arose hefore her.
hWow. her pesition destroved, her happiness

Al thias Al

wpon her heart heavily, so heavily ihat <he

a nivily, and ler hopes hlasied.

Felt ready 10 cry alowd nder ihe wetsht of
the burden.

Flad her Taihor
retotest iden of what fos child was safferine =
SShe worn't do 1l she wor't do it bandelfo.”
braloen

in b~ hadi <mnnolenee the

lie said, inoa {one,

SYes, She owill o da i reneated  Now
ity Then, Bowever, e sirose, and senth
thisengawing her hand from Dis, she catled

the nurse. and For the fiest Gme sinee nany
davs and niches <he went 1o her reow. 1
seemed to ler s il s were some other
persot, very different Sran ey Tormer sell,
il evervihing arcond ber scemed strange
and new.

Upon her writing-desk av leiter 1o
The
words siared a2l her, like shosts noan un-

L of

wrile io

1 e
Curt she hied anly had time to Legn,
canny sori ol and  remindidd
whal mtended o
Aund now 1 all
write samelhing else, somethine gquite differ-
she hasiily the i lwo.

sometliing must he dane and dane ol onee,

Wiy,

she had I,

Wis past. sl she must

onl. Lore SHILIMS
and slhoueh hee eves were hurning from
or late vigils, el her heavy exelids were
rearly closed with Falicne, she sat down aod
wrole--all ax e o dream,

What did she write 2 Laler on, she hardly
Juew hersell; bul it was o cleasr and wranbic
deseription of all The hours, of all the days
which liad passed sinee b dreadlal mo-
ment v wlideh her father Tad s fiesl asked
hers as o matier of conrse, Lo give up Twr
Th sleuek her ot the Ahne
that she wus writing

happiness o hin.
else.
Qurely the suffering was too great for ler
to understand, and it was onlv at the end
the
Tt wounded
fortle in her last words of {arewell, for {hey
hrought hame to her the depth and duarkness
of tha abyss which heneeforth separated her
from hin. 16 didd not cross her mind for a
second] 1o consider thetr engagement other-
wise than breken off for ever,

forr sume  one

of her letter that she was overcome by
realisalion of her dreadiul woe,

“As one dving, do T part from voun, Curt!
As one dying, aud who 1s not oven sure of
salvation.  Curt, T dursi nob iale the hand
which yau, perhaps, will ield ot to
Ot had won leen Tiere, you mighl have
found a wav to save me From wisery! Thus,
alone, T only saw one thing before me, and
that was to do my duty at every cost. Max
the swevifice which T vow make expiale any
crror L may have committed in making it.

mee,

[ conld wot act otherwise, Farewell, Cnet ™

The pea Tell ont of her hand and her Leud
stk upon the table, as if she were incapahle
ol thaughl or aetivn; but vel her mind was
at wark, nor eonld it rest even for a mo-
ment after so fearful w storm. Was she,
perhaps, regretting that she was no Tonger
the littde child who had sobhed oul her first
wried iy the arms ol that bright and honnie

lad =

Did she see her pale and agonising

mother belore her as that Tad hadd earricd
the ehild to her hedside®  Did she ot foel
the doverish band which had pushed her

away from that fad into her father's arms?

“Maother! that i
should he she eried out aloud, wnd =
torrent ol tears fell from her eves. ©Am
[ to heleng completely to my father®  Well,
thens iF you wished i, 1t has been done; [

mather! didd von wish

w0

have stgned mysell awax to him with wy

very hearts blond, Now, come. and bless

sour ehild v

There wax o drop of comforl. something
Bke o whispered blessing which came upon
I at that

camtort . 1t was the hilessine which comes to

moment ;s it was the drop of
cvery saeribee, to every pure and complele
act ol cod-wall,

Nora lay there <tll, umil the grey morn-
mg-dawn hroke into ler roomn, when she was
sttnmoned to her Tatler.

Before her Ly Dier finishied Totier, Whither

sheuied she diveel it?  She could think of

nothing, nor remeiher anvihing very ex-
aetive Av Curt's dast visit they had  de-

termined vot o break through orders any
more, awd toowait patiently until the iwo
He had,
therefore, not told her his address, and she
cowld not hear to think of her letter coming
into s<irange hands,

vears of trial should have clapsed.

Eowill send T G his o moiher's eare. and

forward 7 soe a1l af
FEwall give her pleasure, for il
fettor [ike Tim o
e, she added bitterly.

shee ay un- shie may

shie Tikes.

i~ the oniy she would

receive Srom

CHAPTER XV,
had attained his objeet
o he Dad Toped. That he had repre-
sented malters 10w worse Tight than {6
i which they stood was his owa seerel,  1is
consequent emotion upon seeing how Lrai-
cally lis little eomedy wnieht have ended was
thereforo, anything hut put on.  But his
conseicnce was not delicate enough 1o tor-
ment him leng with remorse, especially when
he saw that evervthing had happened aceord-
e to hes wishes,

tE was Dis sincere convietion 1hat Nora's
appearance in public wax the only ihing
which could save the director From
and, last not least, be favorable to his own
projecis.

“Afler
will Daye

Fandolio sUDTIOF

T ;

a Few years, onr haughty heauly
got accustomed to me, and will no
longer treat me ag a doe’” he thougeht to
himsell, and alvcady be rubbod his hands,
menlally, at the hrilliant position he wonld
aceupy as Direetor Karsien's son-in-law and
manager of the whole troop.  His principal
actupation now was {o draw as mueh ad-
vantage as possible out of the present state
of affairs, and he set evervthing in metion
not only with a view to render it impossible

for Nora to change her mind, b also that
the public might he worked wp inlo a proper
state of interest and curivsity.
aciainted with the manwer of pulling the
direeting the petty
intrigues necessary ta preparve the road for

He was well

seerel strings. amd of
stich an ariist.

Nura was Ul at her failier’s bedside when
paragraphs appeared abont her in the most
popilar the  penny-a-liners  made
Lhemselves very busy witl her name, One
day it was her beauty aml her edneation,
retatled

priprers g

which
meannitokd varintons, now and

another her love story Wns
with the most
then. indeed. coming so near the grudh, that
one might almost have Jidled up the  ap-
parenily diserect with  well-known
names: hot sometimes so improbable that
people Telicved wliat was said on that very
accori. The peeuniary  difficnltios of 1w
director were also alladed o, sl Nora was
presented te the public amder the various
and forsaken and
broken-liearted heauty, of 2 heroie danghter,
and of o pas<ionate votary {0 horsemanship.

Al the aaphs were read. disenssed,
ad helicved T Warsien was g Furopean
celebrity, wnd it was thought interesting to
O course,

hlanlks

attractive  lorms of o«

PRI

caiel glimpses of his private fe.
the the
storv, the more Tavor didd 30 meet with, T
ninsl be odmitted ahat o third pare of those

darker and more  astounding ihe

who read the papers skip the aeeount of
political evenis in order to devour items of
they smiff seandal they
rejoice, and read the paragraph over two
Besides. just then the world
was g state of political torpor, such as it

and  when

OS],
ur three times,

now and then falls inte, and gossip was
than usual; evervhbody  was
the  renowned beauty, of
wham every paper wrote, eael one Jgnoringg
the while that
citated from the same pen amd he same
fertile hrain.

more weleonme

anxious o see

these varions versions all

ln order o he on the sale side, Loandolfo
et oul these paragraphs and sent {lhem o
Countess Degenthal, The datter had  long
age received Nora's Tetler 1o her son, and
had felt indirnaut that her commands should
be violated in so fagrant o manner: hat she
had not thought it her duty 1o forward the
letter on to Cart, After receiving Landolfos
packet. she concluded that thee Tettor Trad
to do with this new aspeet of affaies, (hough
she hardly knew whether (o be pleased or
indignant, at the fact that a persom wlhom
her sen had deigned Lo love shonld be thns
hronght hefore the public,  Of conrse, 2be
dist net think for a wmement ihat Nora hed
any o exense Yor Liaving acted, thos, angd even
an irrefotable proel that ihe whole was an
invention would net have altered the case in
her eves. A name whish had thus peen
dragged into the mud eonld 1o loneer he
spaken tu the same breath as that of her
son. She now thoneht it quite justifinbhle to
relain the letter vatil she had made siire
of the tralh of the renert, She hiad
ot fo wail tone, '

Davs went heo the direetor rocovered wore
vapidly than might have heen exnected, and
was now the one idea of
hringing out his danehiter unon ihe seena

possessed with
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