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MESSAGYL OF POPE LEO XIII T0 THE
“ N.Z. TABLET.”

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zea-
land Tablet, Apostolice Benedictione confor-
tati, Religionis et Justitice ecausam promo-
vere per vias Veritatis et Pacis,

LEO XIiI, P.M.

Nie 4 Aprilis, 1900,

Travsration —Fortified hy the Apostolic
Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of
the New Zealand Tablet continue to promote
the cause of Relizion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900. LEO XTII., Pope.
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EARLY TRAINING

xeerTs lell  us that the  human
heain abtains i maximum  weight
ahont  the  age  of  fifteen,  and
in lhe case of girls a little carlier. It
is conceded (hat among the more favared
classes  ithe growth may go on up do

© the age of lwenty, or perhaps cven a year

or lwo more; hub on the whole, the period

of merve plasticity is not extended hevond.

vouih.  As years go on the weight of the
hrain deereases, although in the case of

eminent men it has been known te remain
falrly constant into old age. Bul ewminent
men are exceptions, and the general rule
is thal the decrease sets in about the age of
thirty-three. Trom this fact it is argued
that the most important period for the train-
ing of youth are the years hetween the ages
of seven and fifteen, and that it is a great
mistake lo say, as some people do, that it is
well to defer education until the ¢hild ecan
reason out for himself the why and wherefore
of things. Much more depends on memory,
habit, and association than is commonly
thought, and the best season for developing
these is the most plastic period of hrain
growth.  The great psyehologist, Wundt,
said: “The old melaphysical prejudice thnt
man always thinks has not yet entirely
disappeared. I ‘myself am inclined to hold
that man really thinks very little and very
seldom. Many an action which looks like a
maunifestation of intellipence: most surely
originates in association.” Professor. Menge
says- “We find that . . . at about fifteen
the average Noy, and from ten to thirteen,
the average girl has a brain as large as he
or she ever will have; that at thirty-three

Joall the #at yeminds me part of the hrain
_ has finished growing,
" clation

that 1s, that the asso-
filires have assumed the form and
position they are going to assuine for life.”

The deduction made from these premises
by Professor Halleck is that if we do not get
our toundations for training before, we are
not going to get them after, we are fully.
grown. This weans that the prineiples must
he instilled early or never, for if they have
not taken hold durivg the plastic period of
the brain, in after life life itself will be
regulated only from the ouiside, Hence,
it is of maxinium jmpertance that the voung
should acquire their guiding principles even
hefore thov are fifteen vears of age, and
there is real danger that if they fail to do
so they will never acquire them. Heneo
again the need of drilling iuto the minds of
the young the fandamental things whicl: will
determine the lines of their moral and intel
lectual growth in after vears. The next
question is what sort of prineiples are to be
instilled? At present tliere ave two diverg-
ing systems, two ways of teaching boys and
wivls that thev ought to he moral. There is
the penal system which holds up to the young
imagination the horvors of viee and the ter-
tible eensequences of an evil life: the system
referred to hy Mr. Chesterton when dealing
with the assertion that the exhibition of a
drunkard's liver would be a more efficacions
way of teaching lemperanee than prayer or
praise.  The other system is that hasedl an
religion, the syslem which teaches us to he
moral h(_'((‘us(- it is the Taw of God, which
teachey us to vespoct cur hodies Lecause they
were tnade to he temples of God's Holy
Spirit, which makes us see a hrother in onr
neighher, and makes the lme for the neigh-
hor ile test of the Jove of God. This svstem
is hased on principles, on ideals. It points
out lo the young givl the heautiful example
af 1he most chaste Mother of Giod, whereas
the other points (o the lower motlvo of social
ostracisation or physical deeradation.  The
Christian svstem produces pare and moral
men and women: the other only promises
hvgienic animals—promises and seldom ful-
fils. Only a debased and perverted mind can
liave the least hesitation ahout deciding off-
hand which system is the hest and noblost,
Unfortunately, the fact that the “hyfrlemc
animal” system is the one in vagne in our
present day secular scheols is ample proof of
the debasement and perversion of society as

a whole.
%

The conclusion of all this is that teachers
must aim at making the most of the ehild
during the plastic period of the brain. And
it ¥ is their duiy to prepare the young
people to hecome good citieans in alter life,
it is clearly their <duty to drill inie them
sound aniding privciples which will monld
their charadters on right lines, The hygienie
appeal is frankly nonsense: it never did and
uever will make wmoral men and wowen. for
morality must have n, deeper and greater
foundation than fear or hnman respect. The
one thing, the one thing alone, that can
make- for good-character formation is an
carly training on the old-fashioned Christian
lines, a fraining that will teach children to
aim ab being good and to shun viee becanuse
to do so is God’s will in their regard, and
hecause in 1o other way can they “mh out
their end in being, here and hereafter. od
wants the man or the woman who can con-
scientiously say, ““I have tried to live up to

the Ten Commandments, T have obeyed the
voice of conseience, I have practised virtue.”
But we cannot imagine anyone wanting the
man or woman whe can only say, ““T am an
immorzl being but T am quite hygionie.”
Tixperience teaches us that they who try Lo
be merely hygienic are seldom even that. As
a rule it is a case of being cither moral or
immoral. Tt needs no decp study of modern
society to realise that much.
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Tragic Death™ of Father Francis

Marlow
RESULT OF A MOTOR ACCIDENT.

While motoring on Saturday cveuivg, ac-
companied by his hrother Rev, 8. Marlow)
and Father Martin, of Invercargill, Ifather
Francis Marlow, ‘who was relieving at Wai--
kiwi during the absence of the pastor, Rev.
Father James O'Neill, on a holiday tour af
the Old Land, was struek on the head Ly a
passing nmtm car, and so severely injured
that he passed awav on Sﬂlldrlv allernoon.
From accounts received of the sad occur-
rence it would appear that having troubio
with his car Father Marlow alighted and
was in the aet of hailing an approaching ear
with the obejet of soliciting help when he
was struck down as related ahove. Ile wus
remaved to a private hospital where Tie sub-
sequently succumbed.

The deceased was a son (one of twins) of
Mr. and Mres, J. J. Marlow, of Musselhureh,
South Dunedin, and received Lis early edn-
cation ab the school of the Sisters of Moerey,
South Dunedin, and afterwards at the Chris-
tian Brothers’ School, Dunedin.  He was
educated for the pnosthood at Holy Cross
College, Mosgiel, and was ordained hy his
Lovdship Dr. Brodie at St. Pairick's Bas-

ilica, South Dunedin, five venrs aso Insh
November. For several years he was sta-

tioned at the Cathedral, and at intervals
was engaged on relieving duty in wvarious
parishes of the diocese. He was an exceed-
ingly zealous and popular young priest, and
much loved by the children,

The first news of the sad ocenrrence was
announced at the eleven o’clock Mass at St.
Josepl’s Cathedral on Sunday, the pravers
of the congregation being solicited for him.
When, at Vespers, the announcement was
made of his death that afterncon, all present
received a grievous shock. In concluding his
sermon, Rev. Father Loughnan, 8.J., made
very feeling reference to Father Marlow's
death, and at the close of the devotions, Mr.
A. Vallis played the “Dead AMarch” from
“Saul.”  Mr. and Mrs. Marlow motored
south to their dving som only to find that
he had  expired before they reached him.
Deepest sympathy is extended to the
reaved parents and family in the groat sor-
vow that has stricken them; also to his
Lordship the Bishop in the loss of so de-
voted a member of the diocesan clergy.

Masses for the repose of the soul of the
decensed pricst were eclebrated at the Cathe-
dral, and chapel of the Dominican Nuns or
Mouday. The solemn obsequies will he ob-
served at St. Patrick’s Basilica, South Dun-
edin, on Wednesday morning, the interment
taking place immediately afterwards.—
R.I.P. ’ -
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