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ST. PATRICK'S, PALMERSTON NORTH
THE ASCENT OF THE CHURCH SPIRE (Part I)
(From our own correspondent.)

The spire was completed on October 155 would you like
to climb right to the top before the sealfolding is removed?
Come along then and we'll have a great old time. Well
here we are at the door, but it's locked. ““Coo-ee Mr.
Hickey,” you kunew whe lie is don't you? foreman of works
on week days and “enide” on Sundays; and a “jolly good
fellow’ all ithe time. Iere comes Mr, Hickey and he anti-
cipates our request: “Want to go np?”’ Fhe door is un-
locked and off we go up ihe concvele steps to the choir.
“Do vou wish to ascend on the inside or the out?” asgks
the guide. “The inside is safe but deetdedly “tame’; and
the ontside—well you can’t go up if yeu're ihe “eiddy”
sort.”’

“Pho outside Mr, Cuide, we're not at all “giddy’;
and the wore “thritls™ Uhe helter™ i the decision of all,
A ladder 1 the ehoir dakes us oad hrough {lie windows
on to ihe seaffolding: now be carcful and don’t hreal your
necle; Mr. Ilickey deesn’t earry “spare parls” in hLis
pockets. There’s Father Doolavhiy down on the foolpath;
and it's worried he's laoking.”  Cheer up ¥Father! we'll
be alright.” Tather breathiless with (he unusual exertion
we reach the top of the fivet ladder: we are now at the
base of the niche which will seon e ercupied hy a life-sized
statue of Saint Patrvick. Tmdder no 2 cnds at the tep
of the niche and the finish of the tower: the spire begins
here: and as we go up ihe next ladder we paszs what is
already christened ihe <Bell-voom.”” Tpo up we olimh; the
bell-veom s Leneath us now.  Anether ladder—the last
long one, hrines ns o series of “iheills™ for it wobbles and
beads at every step.  Aboui three pavts up this Ladder we
come to the end of the spive proper; it hreaks 1o new into
what we'll call three “spiverios”™ (hear Mr, Fickes's volce

“smiling’’ at our ernde deseription of architecfure), They
are made of solid econcrete and the centre one iz much
higher than the two ouler ones. Finishing the webbly
ladder we come to a nice little short one; putting it be-
neath us wo arrvive at the top of the crosscs on the outer
“spirettes.”’”  Amnother short ladder brings us to our jeur-
ney’s end—the summit of the contre cross; it is 175 feet
from the foundation and 160 feet from the {ootpath level.
The cross itself is 8 feet Ligh and hns a span of over 5 feet.
Well, how do you feel? as thoungh” you were standing on
the crest of Mount 1iverest® or perhaps Cacsar’s words
snit the occasion: Teni, «idi, viei! But honestly don’t
vou thirk the spire looks much higher than it really is?
ene would enjoy a c¢limb three times as high. It is not a
cood day for a view hut we ean see every part of the
borough; how small and quaint everviling looks!  The
sioht of these three erosses toworing so hich ahove the
town must bring a thrill of pleaswre to every Catholic heart.
A pgood things come 1o an end and we wnst start on the
downward journey; it only takes o few minutes and lLere
we are ab the churel doer again, A is over; and there's
Ttather Doolaghty still standing by the fenee, “We didn't
gel anvwhere near to heaven, Father.”  “Well it's a mighty
leng Lime you were comine haeck: and T've been wailing
all this time in ease vou fell off the Tadder and I’d he
ecded.”’ “Faithful priest! a martve to duty! we
didn't need vou this time. Tut thavks. all 1he same.” Let's
move a hearty vote of thanks te Mo ML Tlicker for acting
as fenide” ! and off we trol to our homes,  The olimb was
worth the trouhle wasn't it?  Tow nice it will be when the
centnries have slipped by and this c¢hureh iz falling nto
deray; and “when some traveller Trom Aars stands on the
hroken arch of Titsherhert Bridee and <iefehes the ruins
of Saint Patriek’s “lo dell how'™ onee upnn a time’’ we
aseended the spire of that historie uilding. ot we'll he
pretiy “Tustarie” onrselves by thai (ime.
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