5

»

WenNesnay, Ooropen 1, 1994,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

45

—

ey

ON THE LAND

ey e ——— et )

SCIENCE OF THE AXE
OR
AXECRAFT AND BUSHCRAFT
{Contributed.)
SPLITTING.

IFor splitting the halves or quarters of the log i}]lo.l}[iniS,
rails, ete., After Dblasting, a maul, or bebler still 11 twer
are working together twe mauls, a bar, wedges, and axes
arce indispensable. It is important that the wedmes, ex-
pecially the “leaders’ which are first put in should T.flp(‘l'
finely: at the point, When “double-banking” \\'udgvs”m i
st log, they will be less liable to rebouud and “junp
out’” it the sccond one e so inserted as to take a \"01'_\'
thin strip of wood between it and its feilmv-‘.vvd.ge. Whon
splitting timber which i1s inlocked in the grain the log
should be “scored” with the axe throughout its whole
length in the required direction, so as to assist the wedges
by cutting instead of breaking the strands. 1

A really mavvellous efficiency in splitting, litlle dreamed
of by the tyros at the game, is attained by those who can
strike blow for Dblow, alternately with each other with
unerring precision, and work together hand to h:.md. ‘

Each knows precisely what to do and does it deltiv

with that reciproeal ready and willing spirit that counts

for so much, o

Tor the har, oclagon steel about lin ar Ilin thick
about it or &ft Gin long, chisel-pointed at one end .mul
diamond-pointed at the other, is ahout the proper thing.

THE MAUL AND 1OW T0 MARE IT.

The size of the maul should be abous déins inside the
rings and about 12ins leng. Blue-veined dry rala Ls divst-
o]u; stulf of which to make it. Titeki or N.Z. eak also
does good serviee fovr this work, being sufficicutly hard
and tough when properly seasoned. .

Those far removed from the nalive forests must, ol
necessity, rely on the blue-gum.

The picce of wood selected for this purpose should be
sufficiently dey to be so hard that it will not show deeply-
marked i;npressions of the wedges when in use, nor shn?lid
it be so far goue that ib will chip out Instead of forming
that indispensable burring up of the fibres in & cirele aroun:d
tho edges of the rmps which safeguavds the vimgs from
flying oft, and effectually retains them 1w position. .

When ““breaking in”’ a new maul eare musi be exereized
to strike with each end alternately till the “burring up™
which sccures the rings is accomplished. With ihis ‘(‘n(f
in view, the centre of the maul should be but little wider
than the ends—just that little which is nccessary to pre-
vent the rings from driving towards the handle too frecly.

The hele for the handle, in the ceuntre of the maul
should not be larger than 1}ins in size. A Tarper hole
Inereases the liability of splitting,.

TFor durability, as well as to prevent jarring, the
handle should possess spring and elasticity. Keep ihe
maul dry: Wet softens the striking surface, canses tho
“hurring” of the fibres to “rag out,” and ruins {the im-
plement.

SPLITTING METHODS SUITED TO NEEDS.

When splitting posts, rails, ete., the geuneral principle
is to lkeep on halving the log, starting invariably at one
of the ends. When, however, we have go$ the junk down to
the size that it will split but two pests or rails, cfc., it
is frequently necessary to start the junk in the conlro
to minimise the risk of one of the pleces running ont
completely, or tapering finely at one end.

Free-splitting and brittle timbers are especially liablo
to “run out.”

Plying the axe and “‘scoring’” are of preat Lielp when
dealing with bluegums or other timbers which zre generally
inlocked on the outside.

SHINGLES.

To split shingles, blocks are first sawn off the trunk
about 13%ins long and are next split up  into  “billets
about 41ins x Sins.

A shingle knife about 8ins lang in the blade, having
a wooden handlo which fits into a socket ai one end of

__—I

the-blade, and at right angles to it, is next brought into
requisition.

A square cut searf of convenient size is then eut inio
the large root of a treo or io‘.‘r Iying log.

The splitter sits astride of the root or log and by
using a “dolly” to drive the knife into #he “hillets™
keeps o lalving the wood till it is reduced to shingle
thickness {ahout ).

Fhe “dolly” is a short wooden club of which the clubby
park is somewhat clongated and sharpened to a tapering
point ad one end, the other being handie-shaped,

The tapering point s nsed, when neeessary, lo insert
in tho ceft and follow up the knife,

By inserting the billels in the searfed notell a down-
ward pressure may be exercised, the finely reduced hillots
tuined upward or downward as requited, and the shingles
s prevented  from running ont or becoming feather-
eiged ab oue end.,

(To be continued.)

R. McLEAR
AND SON

(LATE COLE & SPRINGER)

Funeral Furnishers

Phone 3192
Private Phone 410
(Dav or Night)
Town and Country
Funerals.
I'olished Oak and Rimu g Specialty. Prices moderate

219 GEORGE STREET DUNEDIN
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;mﬁehn Brinsmead and Sons

BRITAIN'S BEST PIANO SINCE 1837,
The Superb BRINSMEAD PIANOFORTES gare charac-
terised by rare and dignified qualities of tone.

They are

the highest grade British manufacture, and are the product
of the world’s most expert
scientific workmen.
ENDORSED BY: THE WORLD'S MASTER MUSICIANS.
Call and see
catalogues.
Bole agents for

piancforte designers and

these splendid instruments or write for

Oanterbury and Wsetland—

jombo Teas

All Teas, Coffces, and Cocoas procﬁrab]o from this firm
are now obtainable from the TRIANGLE STORES.

Try us for Crockeryware and Brushware. We are the
cheapest shop in town.

Buxton and

TRIANGLE STORES

_Thomas

ASHBURTON

y Uverlooking the Beautijul Sanciorivm  Grounds

111A ORA i ROTORUA

HOTEL

Five minutes walk from the Railway Station. Near the
Post and Telesraph Office.  Almost adjoming Baths. Fiest-
&tlass Table, Electric Light throughout, TARTFF MODERATE

MRS. A. BRACKEBUSH t1 Proprietress.

[A Canp]
'Phone 3367,

SURGEON DENTIST,
Cr. Molesworth and Hill Bireets,
WELLINGTON.
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Gaze & Co.

We use the. best processes known to modern photography in the finish of .
our work, so thet we can still guarantee that excellence in all branches
with which you have long been familiar,

Hamilton



