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IRISH AFFAIRS

2 have given prominence this w eok Lo acenunts

252, |
S of interviews hetween Dresident ("nsgl;u\'u
‘ and  Sie James Craoe and an Ameriean
"{ :\ﬁ;‘ Journalist. and our readers will gather from
-

them a clear fdea ol the whoele situntion
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eaused l)_\' the (ll‘;l(”f\t‘l\' over the “mllltl.‘il“\'
Guestion, Onee more, the I’l‘hlm- Minister
of ihe Sit Comntios wants to have @ con-
foronee. 1ie has had conlerences until evervhody concorned
is tired of them; and every one ol them w:w.' ]‘l‘lTlﬁlt‘l'tjd
futile by his determination te Lold Tast to the Nm(m:lim
territory which his recent persceution s made more 1:1~
gistent than ever that the rule of the ()ru.llg.,-'omv:} shall end.
Sir James now evidently sees that the Hl‘ltl\.h are no ‘lml;_fl'l‘
either willing or able to evade the obligation ‘:1('('i‘[]Il‘(l Iy
themselves under the Treaty. The Chnirman of the Bmlm.i-
ary Cormmnission bas heen appeinied and is alveady on his
\\'.';‘\' to England, The hudependent papers of Fueland ave
])‘d(d(illp,‘ the Free State inons just demnnds .111:11 the
Treaty must be duly honored, and even Lord Hn'l:..m.l.hond
considers that he and his friends have had enoneh of Tlster
bluster.  T'rom Mr. Cosgrave's vemarks 1t i1s ohvieus that
the Free State will have the whole Treaty or ne Treaty,
and he shows no dispasition to eive Siv James ancther
opportunity lo mark time, by agreeing to a useless cone
forence.

*

The cables report that the DBritish Governmoent las
sanctioned the demand made by the Free State for a
separate represent J.ti\'e at Washimgton.  Indeed the Govern-
ment could not do otherwise us it was expressiv mentioned
that Ireland's statuy should be equal to Canadi's, and
Canada, not altogether te the satisinetion of Fugland and
cortn.in'Tmpe:‘i:\I Jingoes, hux abready asserted hor right
to a plenipotentiary who shall look after ler converns
without reference to the nominee of Downing Street. The
same Jingoes view with small favor lreland's attitude, and
we have had some foolish articles an wlhiat they call the
unfortunate tendencies of Irishmen to reward the Fmpire
unfavorably.  Irishmen have now their own ambassador,
their own flag, their nwn postame stamps, and in a short
time they will have their own owrrener. Our learned
eritics appear unahle to recegnise the fact that ne- Irish
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patriot cares for the Empire, and that every Nationalist in
the Free State views the Treaty as a step towards absolute
independence. Tt was made guite clear to the whele world
that the terms were only accepted as the hest COMPromise
available at the time, and that Grifith and Colling and
the other Irish signetories held firmly that it was for them
only a step forward in the muvch of the Nation. With few
exceptions, all of us who support the Free State do so hes
cause the mejority of the people stood by it: did the ma-
jority reject it we certainly should not hesitate to support
them as we did before the Armistice: and wo are just as
certainly with the majority whom we know to be true tn
the ideal of complete and full freedom for Treland, The
followers of de Valera and Griith divided on a question of
means rather than of aims: Colling and those of ux who
stoodd by him considered that the acceptance of the Treaty
wis the hest thing under the cirenmstances for the welfare
of the Irish Natien, with full consideration of its aspira-
tions for the future; de Valera and his friends rejected
the Treaty hecause they were unable to see eve to eve
with the majority ; and, as far as the opintions of supporters
of the Free State are coneerned, it was not their ideals that
were wrong but their metheds. Ther have fortunately
abandoned the tacties which were so custly for the country,
and, although rather late in the day, they have decided
that their canse is hest premoted by constitutional methads,
Many of them found their oath to the Republic an oh-
stacle to entering the Dail Eireanu, not choosing to inter-
pret it as de Valera declared he must interpret it-namely,
as an vath to do what was hest tor Treland under the cir-
cumstanees. Many who flocked to the Republiean hanner
did it no great credit during the reign of terror. hut among
the leaders and in the rank and file were and

are thousands
of sineere Irishmen who were guided hy

their ideals as they
saw them.  Apart from the damage done (o the Nation
both materially and spivitually, the spivit of these men
musk help to keep alive and vigarons the eomion
tion to "ull Freedom: and Lheir eriticism and their walels
fulness will eortainly never gllow the Oiveaching tu hecone
tainted with Wost British or Imperial notions,
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England never had aud has not now
soeyoer

any right what-
to interfere with the government of Ireland. She

is. tor Ivishmen, an unjust aggresser who, owing {0 cir-

cumstanees, bas heen compelled to relax her grasp on the
throat of Ireland. The Irish Natien belougs to the Irish
people, and they will not eonse to push tfor

wiard on their
mareh until Tris

v peopie alone have in their hands the

fuilest freedom 1o govern their own country, without con-

sideration for the selfish interests of gutsiders,
the two races are poles apart, in religion, in
traditions, |

Morcover,
ideals, in
wvery true Irishman views British mterfer-
ence and British enstoms in somewhat the same way as he
regards the filthy Sunday papers which are sent across
the Trish Sea from Liverpoal and 3Manclester,
it muisance of which Treland will be rid at the
portunity.  And, as for the twaddle we have
coliceruing the substitution of the Irish tricolor for the
Union Jack, Irishmen, while remembering how their fag
was won and by what a victory it was consecrated, have
ne illusions whatever as to the flag of England, Lastly,
Mr. Thomas has told us that ke and his friends object to
an Irish Republic. It does not matter.  British Lahor
loaded the boats {hat brought arms for the Black-and-
tans to Treland, but Ireland bent the Black-and-Tans; and
the day will come when Labor or other Governments will

e as powerless to deny Ireland her fyll rights as a Tory
Government was to crush her,

They are
eurliest op-
seen written
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A report ou the Catholic schools of the Province of
Quebee, the most Catholic province in Canada, shows that
in the last eight vears there has heen an inerease of over

80,000 pupils in the clementary scheols.
L
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