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The Boundary Question \

The eapitalist papers in Tugland have recently been
vecring round towards the side of the Orangemen. Articles
have appearcd in sueh journals as the Times and the Deily
Mail defending Sir Jumes Craig's uliitnde and arguing that
England is net bound by the Freaty. It is nothing new
to find such papers backing those wha are ready to break
faith with Ircland, but, on this occasion, the weight of the
honorable sections of the presé is thrown decisively on the
side of the Free State. TFollewing the perewptory declara-
tion of the Maarhester (fuardian as 1o Lngland’s clear
duty in ihe matler, the Nefion and Jhevveum says:

- Sir James Craig has announeed the refusal of the
TUlster Government to appoint a representative on the
Boundary Coemmission, which the Government has
decided to set up in conformity with the Trish Treaty.
There is room for considerable doubt as to the precise
procedure which shoukd now be fellowed.  Can the
Commission Funetion legally without the TUlster rep-
resentative® Tf not, would a representative nominated
by the Governor be a represeniative appointed by the
Government of Northern Irveland within the meaning
of the Act? Or must a further Act he passed, either
authorising the Chairman and the Free State repre-
sentative to et alone, or providing for the appoint-

" ment of an alternative member® These are questions
of considerable legal nicety, which must rost primarily
with the Law Officers o determine.  But on the es-
sential issue there is room for no doubt at all. We
must fulfil our chligation, and set up the Commission,
however constituted, to revise the Ulster beundary in
accordance with the provisions of the Treaty. Tt was
entirely right {o make evervy cffort to reach an aereed
selilement, hefore proceeding with this course.  But
now that these efforis Tave hroken down, we can
Bhonorably delay no longer.

We regret that the Times, in ile Jandable desive
to do justice 1o the Ulster peint of view, should have
cast doubts on the binding nulure of our obligation,
arguing sophistically that 1he provision for an TUlster
representative made the promise of the Commission
conditional on her consent.  Sueh un interpretation is
atterly at varianee with the manifest intention of the
Treaty. Nor can we escape from our duty by aceopling
the Ulster plea that the Government of Ircland Aect
of 1920 constituted an equally binding and prior ohliza-
tion towards her. On {his peint the letier of Tord
Justice O'Connor in the Times of May 2 is conclusive.
The Act of 1920 had wneither the form nor the signifi-
cance of a tresty. It waus simply an Act of Purliamoent,
subjeet, like any other, te subsequent amendment, and
expressly reserving the full severcignty of the Imperial
Parliament.  On the other hand, owr agreement with
the Free State was couched in the form of a treaty,
and was designed to represent a sclemn compact be-
tween the {wo countries. Tlster may have resson to
complain that we should have signed Lhis treaty without
consulting her. The fact remains that we did sign 1,
and subsequently ratified it; and the only possible
course for us to pursue to-day is to execute -if,

Societies

In an article an ile subject of “Societies, Seeret and
Other,” the eminent Jesuit theologian, Father Blater, gives
the readérs of the Catkolic Times for their guidance some
useful information which in its cssentinls we publish for
New Zealaud Catholies,

The Catholic Chureh shows no desire {o cramp the
social instincts of lier childreny but it is her duty to guide
them and prevent thein from going astray  Sle does this
in various ways. There are some sceietics which she con-
demns, others she approves, others again she neitler con-
demns nor approves; she allows Catholies to use their
liberty and join them if they like on their own responsibility.

Canon 684 tells us that “the faithful are worthy of

commendation if- they join associations- which are erected
or at least approved by the Churchy hut let them keep
aloof from secret societies, from those which are con-
demned, seditious, suspect, or which strive to withdraw
themselves from -the lawful vigilance of the Church.”

In this Ganen Cathalies are torbidden to join fire Finds
of ‘societies.

First, they must keep aloof from secret socicties which
often under oath require a promise of secrecy from their
niembers even towards eeclesigstical and civil authorities,
and blind chedience tu the orders which may be given
them by the heads of the secrel socicties. Certain secret
societies liave been condemmed by name. By Canon 2335
those Catholics incur excommunication simply reserved to
the Holy See who join the Freemasons or other socicties
of the same kind which machinate against the Chnreh or
lawful civil authority. The Sacred Congregation of ihe
Holy Office issued a decree on August 20, 1804, condemning
Ly name the three American societies known ns the Odd-
fellows, the .Sons of Temperance, and the Knights of
Pythias. The American Oddfellows during the course of
last century separated from the English society of the snine
nane, and developed a quasi religion and ritual of their
oW,

Seditious societies are such as by violent and un-

L . . . .
Tawful means strive to attain ends which in themseclves nmay

he lawtnl.  Under suspect secicties wo may place such as
the Young Men’s Christian Associution, aeainst whose
activity Bishops were warned by a letter of the Holy Office
dated November 5, 1920,

Any seciety of Catiwolics which endeavors to olnde the
lawful vigilance of ecelesiastical authority thereby falls

under suspicion. .

The Church positively recognises only 1hose societias
which have been erected or at least approved by herself,
The ereclion of cerlain societies is reserved io the Moir
See, which frequently empowers delegales by indult e
erect them. Tnless the contrary is expressly stated in the
indult the exercise of such a privilege requires Mie consent
of the lecal Ordinary, But the consent of the loeal Ordinary
for the erection in any place of a religious house implics
consent for the orection in that louse or in the chureh
anvexed to it of a society which is not constituted after
the maumner of an organic corporation and which is peculiar
to the religious Order to whicll the honse belongs,  The
local Ordinaries have authority to erect associations whose
erection has not heen reserved to others by the Holy Sce.
There ave tlhree kinds of rveligious socicties of laymen.

Third Orders, like that of St. Franeis, have for their
primary object the promotion of a more perfect Christian
life among their members. ~ Pious Unions, sueh as the
Society ({f St. Vincent of Paul and the Apostleship of
Prayer, have for their object the exercise of certain works
of piety or charity. The Code gives the name of Sodalitics
to those Pious Unions which are constituted after the man-
ner of an organic corporation with presidents and officials.
Sodalities erected for the increase of public worship are
called by the Code Confraternitios jn the strict sense, :&rch-
con.fraternities Lave power to ageregate to themselvos as-
soclations of the same kind.

Such institutions as these are so

. numerous in the
Catholic Chureh that nobody ean possibly helong 1o them
all. It s desir

‘able that each one should sclect ane or twe
which are compatible witl each other and to which he
attracted, and endeavor 1o practise the good works en-
joined with as mueh fidelity and constancy as possible. He
will thus, with the Llessing of God, obtain the benefits whick
the Chureh had in view when she instituted thege 550014 -
tions. : :
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My Lrother, when thou secst voor man behold jp

him a mirror of the Lerd, and of His Mother.—St. Francis
of Assisi, - B
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For Influenza, take-
Woods’: Great” Peppermint Cure,

Meri's & Boys’ Outfitter .
HASTINGS STREET
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