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Here and There

G. K. Chesterton and Sam Johnson.—It is strange that
with the success of that remarkably ciever play of ks,
“Magic,”” Mr. G. K. Chesterton did not follow it up with
gsomething else—so we have all been tliinking for some years
now. The hoped-for has now happened, and we are soon
to see a new O. K. C. play, this time written round Sam
Johnson, LL.D., the lexicographer, whose physical pro-
portions seem to have runm very much on the same lines
as those of Mr. Chesterton himself. Perhaps that is the
attraction. From G. K. C.'s pen it is hound, or nearly
50, to be good. 1t is rnmored that he is alse writing a
play based on incidents from the famoeus detlective stories
of Father Brown.

Henderson and Sons.—In connection with the British
elections Mr. Arthur Henderson must find a certain amouut
of consclation for his own defeat Ly the fact that two of
his sous have been clected. His eldest son, Mr. Wilham
Watson Henderson, who got in at Enfield, is aged 32, and
has for some time heen head of the Publicity Department
of the Labor Pariy. Tiis second son, Arthur, who won in
South Cardiff, is a full-hlown harrister, who rose Lo the
rank of eaptain in the army during the war. It is ex-
pected that the Labor Party will make an effort to sccure
a seat for Mr. Arthur Henderson at an early date. 1f so,
it wonld be difficult to find a precedent for the spectacle of
a father and two sons occupyingrseats in the House of
Commons at the same time,

- An TIrish Genius of the English Stage.—Tecember 6
was the anniversary of the death in 1785 of Kitty Chve,
for forty-one wears the female Comie Genius of the stape,
friend of Joshua Reynolds and Coldsimith and their set,
the more than friend of Horace Walpole, and indispensable
to Garrick, thongh they hated or seemed te hate cach
other venomously. “I am sorry to lose youn, Kilty,” said
he on the night of her farewell to the stage. *You lie,
Daviel you lie!” she retorted; ‘“‘and you know you do.
You would light up for joy only the candles would cust
you sixpence.” Of fiery temper and bitter tongue, there
must have been seomething very lovable about this Irish
genius of the English stage, the “Bundle_of Cowhustibles,”
as she was called, for Walpole’s affection was not easily
gained. One likes to think of the great Samuel Johnsen
in the (ireenrcom at Drury Lane, conversing more with

Clive than with any of them. “Clive, sir, is a good Thing

to sit by; she alwavs understands what ven sav.” And
she said of him, “I love to sit by Dr. Johusen; he always
entertains me.”’ Kitty was one of the very few of the

day whom scandal never touched. What would Dublin
theatre-poers give now to see Garrick and Peg Wollington

-at the one theatre (Smork Alley) and Mrs, Clive and Quin

at the other (Aungier Street)?
greatest season.

An Irish Centenarian in Canada.—Treland will take
gpecial pride in a remarkable centenarian who has just
celebrated that interesting record at the home of his soun,
in Calgary, Alberta. ITe is Mr. Andrew Cloakey, whe
was born in November, 1823, at the village of Ballyna-

It was perhaps Dublin's

hinch, 12 miles from Belfast, and was taken by his parents.

to Canada at the age of 14, in the vear that Queep~Vie-
toria came to the throne. The family settled first in the
bush, in Huron County {Ontario). and endured all those
hardships and privatiens_associated with early pionecr life.
In later years, however, the fates were kind to them. Mr.
Cloakey started farming; in which industry he prospered.
Always a man of great vigor, he, when nearly 80, moved
West. and took up a homestead in the Frosher distriet of

Alberta, where be still has his land. A son tells how, round

‘about the age of 90, Mr. Cloakey wonll honk up two teams

of four-year-old colts, drive 47 miles with a wapggon:load
of produce, and by 10 o'clock the following morning would
be 27 miles on the road back home. He no longer takes
an active -part in the work of the farm, but more than
one morning a week ialks from the residence-of his son
(Mr. Geaorge Cloakey, who is Inspector of Ranches), well
out of town, to his office. He still possesses, indged; all his
mental and physical characteristics, and is a fivi‘nq example
of what an'active life in the Canadian West can do for a

#an,  Mr. Cloakey will occamayally recall the time in-Old
Ontario when it tock him three days to make the return
journey of 14 miles, with a grist for the mill. He recalls,
too, the days when the advent of simple stcam power
machinery caused riot and panic. Teo-day, he himself rides
in a moter-car capable of doing G0 miles an hour; he sees
men flving as birds throwgh the air, and as fish under
the water. A man of sturdy, upright fizure, keen eye, ex-
cellent hearing, a fine head of white haiv, and no wrinkles
to cloud his brow, he would never convey the impression of
Laving lived out a whole contury.

Tribute to Dr. Maurice . g Farty years ago
some verses gent to the old New York Sun by a young
professor at Notre Dame atiracted Dr. Dana's interest (says
the New York Times).
encouragers of the peet, whose work was vraised hy another
competent eritic, Mr. Ii. C, Stedman. At Notre Dame, as
afterward at the Catholic nniversily, Mr.
pupils that the way to Jearn to write pootd Knglish prose

was to write a Jot of verse—and then tear it up. He
would somelimes write over his own sonnets 40 or 50 times,
sceking perfeclion. In time honors rained upen him. He
eame Lo wear “‘a titled Lrail” of dearecs and orders. Per-

haps none was more gratefal to him than the Lactare
medal which Netre Dame gave him for Lis <2rvices to
Catholic literature and eduecation.  Mr. Egan's varied and
fruitful achievements descrved and reccived the praise of
thoughtful men and women. Himself an author of dis-
tinetion, he was one of our most widely read, accomplished,
penetrating aml yet tolerant critics, both of books and of
men.  His mind was saturated with
He knew intimately the history and polities of foreign coun-
iriez. No gloom of old came over him. He
thought the present as mood ns, or hetlter than the past.
Without previous diplomatic experienee, Ar. Fgan had an
extraordinary personal and diplomatic success as minister
At Copenbagen. His tact, engaging sociul qualities, polite

arse ovVer

firmness and guiet courage won hiin the respect and liking

of the Danes. The friendiv lhands of Mr. Taft and Mr.

Egan taught his

He was one of the first and kindest .

the best jiterature.”

-Wilson would have promoted him to an ambassadership;”
p i

hut that he couldn’t afford.  Seldom has one of our litersry
diplomatists so sueceeded in satisfyving hoth the country he
was sent to and his own.

[rish  Railway Stationmaster Becomes s Baronel.—
CFrom the comparatively humble status of an Irish railway
stationmuster 1o that of a haronet, 1s a picturesque socinl
transition which one would oniy expecl fo read in a navel.
Nevertheless, Meo A, T Tlellin hias ju-t undergone sueh
a change in rank. This has come about hy the, death of
his uncle, Sir Henry Echlin, eighth haronet of the name
at Haddenham, Oxfordshire. The late barouet, it is further-
more interesting to relate, made his living up to 1913 as
a publican. TUp to then he was the proprictor of a public
house exdled ““The Reven Sturs” at Bledlow, Buckingham-
shire. He had also been landlord of “The Cider House,”
Haddenham. At Bledlow hoth Lady Keblin and Sir Henry
were accustomed to serve tlie villagers with drinks over the
counter in the crdinary way." The baronetey was created
in 1721, when the Echlins held large estates in Ireland and
Scotland,. The family tradition was, however. very chequ-
ered, and the fifth and sixth barenets worked as agrienl-
tural lahorers, the former at one time heing so indigent as
to' be obliged (o’ receive parish relief. Sir Thomas FEchlin,
the 7th baronet, served in the 2nd Life Guards. John
_Fentan Tchlin third son of the sixth baronet, born in 1847

and died in 1917, married Harriet, danghter of the late

George Kennedy, of Westport, Co. Mayo. It is their son,
Alfred Henry, who has now become the 9th baronet. Sir
Henry Echlin, knight, a baron of the Conrt of Fxcheguer
in Ireland, was ereated first baronct in 1721, The second
haronet sat ag M. P, for Newry, and the third dissipated
the family estates. Debrett says Hamilton . Rowan knelt
before the fourth baronet in the C'ourt of King's Bench to
beg to King's pardon, and adds jhe sorvowful fact that
the feurth, ﬁf?h and sixth lmrnnets dissipated the family’s
Kildare estates
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