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THE SACRIFICE OF THE CROSS

Our Lord died. Consummatum est! His cry
meant that sufferings had ended in death
and His mission was accomplished according
1o God's will.  Justice was satisfied; -sin
blotted out; and He was ready to die. .}le
had eundured the agony of the strife with
death.  When He called out: Father, infu
Thy honds 1 oeonmend My spirif, i was with
hnmble confidence He gave hack to the Father I-'I.is life.
And then, the painful death-struggle; the head .~<1.nks to
His shonlder; a last sigh, and He breathes forth Mis soul.
A soldier comes forward and pierces His side with a lance:
the final sucrifiee, this blood that drips from His torn ]m.'_n't;!
Darkness gathers round Him; in its midst a ghostly light
makes visible the stark body hanging on the CTOSS. The
eyes of all the Christians of all time have seen it since; to
the crack of doom it will remain visible to saints and
sinners, that pale, wounded body on the eross on Calvury,

*

AllA. the truths of ocur religion are centred round the
cr(;ss: it justifies and tilustrates them all.
datkness it-is a hedcon: it enables us to feel the reality of
whatever God deigns to reveal to us; b explaing the mean-
ing of love; it lights the abysses of our own human hearts
for us; it points the way that leads to the attainment of
our last end; it is a sign that warns us of dangers to he
shunned. The cross is the pulpit from which Christ tenches

"~ us what we ought to do and what to avoid; it is the symbol

of Christian character, reminding us to stand upright and
to hear Christ within ourselves; it is the gparantee that
every self-sacrifice made for God’s sake will have its reward ;
it ‘'reminds us that the closer we cling to it, the more we
shall please God. The cross of Christ is our support and
protection. All other supports will he torn away from us;
but at the end the cross will still be with us until it brings
us to rest in the lasting city beyond the grave. The cross,
the sign of weakness and the instrument for the punishment
of malefactors, has become the object of deep spiritual love.
Christianity has produced in the hearts of its children no

richer fruit-than love of the cross. Heathen sages were -
able to bear things hard for human nature; but to seek -

out the cress, to love it and thank God 'f'or it, that is only

“for.the followers of Christ. Ome: can neyer exlraust the
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lessone of the cross, It stands by the 'R"nyside. and gives'to
the weary passer-by the message of comfort that his crosses
and trials lead him to Heaven; it shines from its place of
honor on the altar, and on it the outstretched arms ‘of
Clirist welcome the friendless and the suffering and cheer
them and comfort them hy reminding them of the deaif
companionship that sorrow gives; it hangs on the walls _61"“:
the room, where hiddenfrom the world, the saint finds new
strength in it, or the sinner derives courage from the
thought that Christ died for us all; it is clasped in tle
arms of the dying and whispers to the fearful soul the
conseling message that the Christian faces the Judge,. not:
naked or cIoﬁending on himself, but clothed with the merits,
of Christ’s Passion; it is before us morning and noon.
and night, to proclaim to us that He died for all that they:
also ‘\\'llo'li»'e, rimy not now live to themselves, hut witi:
Him who died for them, and rose again {2 Cor. v. 15). ‘On}
the cross Christ is ever with uss In joy and sotrow, in-
trials and humiliations, He calls us to follow Him. And’
He also tells us that to do that we must deny ourselves
and carry our own crosses in His footsteps. We must' be’
willing to give up our ease and Pleasure; we must conguer,
our evil inclinations; we must keep united with Christ
through prayer and mortification. We ecannot have the™
cross and the world at the same time. We must make __:our'
choice: there is no real union with Him except througl.
denial of self; and there is no real prayer without hard- .
ship and mortification. To follow the cross means a con-
stant warfare, The warfare is not casy, hecause it is g .-
fight against self.love and selfishness; amd it is only in
the cross we can find strength to endure it to the end.

*

No words are se often and so lightly spokén as God’s
will he dere. But we must learn to say them from our”
hearts, with deepest convietion and resignation, with per.
feet abandonment and submission, hefore we can advanee
on the road of the eross. When we can see health and
honor and wealth come and 20, with peaceful minds, pers=
feetly resigned to -the will of God, we are beginning to .
make progress.  The true follower of Christ will beal‘{;'
cheerfully whatever (Jod sends, secking no ecomfort and —~
having no end but to do God's will.  And not until such =
detachment is atiained will the soil he able to taste the-
sweetness of union with Christ and 1o kaow the perfect -
peace which is His oift 1o His ows, A little eross out-
weighs a lendred prayer books; one day of silent and
patient endurance of suffering sent from God’s hand j& -
hetter than a century of public works of benevolence, What
then must he the merit of a life-long effort to make reall-
for ourselves the prayer: Thy will be done! "To do ‘that:."
means carrying the cross for life, ov B
accepting hiumil]
doning enemies
controlling -our

ercoming ourselves,
ations, enduring slights and wrongs, pa,r;
» guarding our lips, keeping clean our hearts,
senses, praying at all times, erhbra-cing, in ¢
a word, the eross of a truly Christian life. To do that sne.. -
cessfully s h:i.rder‘thal; to lay our heads on the block,
harder than to give our lives for a friend it is, in fine, -
to achieve what the saints did. From Calvary the lonely -
figtre shining from the eross in the darkness invites us
to do all this; en each Good ¥riday the call comes to us
in elearer accents than gt other times in the busy year,
Conscious of past failutes, mindful of broken resolutions
our human nature urges us to reply that we are not able
for the burden. But grace suggests to us that past failires -
ought to teach ns humility and that broken ' reselutions
ought to convince us of the folly of leaning on our own
strength.  And:the words’ sang at the Mass of the Pre-
sanctified bid us have courage and lock up to the cross
with hope in Him who is strong and holy and so full of
love for us that He died to make it pessible for all men
to suffer for His sake ‘as He did for t-heir"s.\'
.. The humble are _trldy—_-the.born'~rtllem*of‘umif"f&r’khv‘ml
won the victory over themselves they have learned to rule
and no one ecan sicoijve them  of jﬁeré}jﬁ_i‘al:’.jﬁmdijﬁf\.pn-.

Single-miitded, ‘self-controlled, geitle, gn
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