THURBDAY, Arrin 10, 1924,
-

NEW ZEALAND TABLET ' 9

The ll‘lSh Revoluuon and How [t
Came About

= (By Wirniam O'Darex.)
INTRODUCTION V.—{Continued.)

We are plicd with the cousolation that the liberty ac-
cordled to ITreland is Canadian Iome Qule. Again, it is
simply wot the truth.  The Howe Rule of the Trish Irec
state ig what Canadian Home Rule would he, if the pro-
vince of Quehee wore geparated from the Dowminion, and
annexed to France or to the United States, and if, more-
over, Canada vere sibjected o a compulsory Lmperial cou-
tribution, and s JL‘\-I\(‘I\' htllprn‘l of the right of Seces-
sion.  LEnaland remains in possession of an English Pale
richer anrd mors poprlous than she was able to maintain
frame the Lacellth to the soventeenth century, And for the
mucl advertised “British evaenation of Ireland,” Fogland
retaing within the seas of Ireland an ary powerful enough
to reoccuny Dublin within a week, The graves of St. Pet-
rick awd St Breivid, and of the last of the High Kings of
Ireland—the Derey of St Columneille—the Armagh palaces
of the Bed Braveh Kuoights of Trish chivaley—the most
clorious battleficlds ef Iveland’s history frem Blackwater
and Benburh 1o Antrim Fight—ibe churell of the Dungan-
non Conventian—tlie Cave HMill of Wolle Tone's TUnited
Men—have all lecome conguered territory and fereign soil.

Afrents like these to the most cherished sentiment of
a vation older than any Tarepe are not to be pot rid
ot by printipg the Northern Ireland and the Southern Ire-
land of the British Statute Bock within sarcastie ‘‘quota-
tion marks’™ in our newspapers. The Treaty is a compro-
mise, aud in ene vespect an n¥ hut fatal compromise. Where,
in our design, the varied tints of universal Ireland might
have heen uvited, raiunbow-wise, to form one arch of pearce,
there ure  left, in place of  ane  dissentiont

minority,  thres  new  minorities  smarting nnder
mentorivs  which it may  tske  many  years | of

healing  patriotism  to render  snopovkable, Within
ithe Rix Connties, the Catliolic minority already count their
martveed dead by the thousand and their ravaged homes
by teny of thousands.  The Unionist minuritv in the South,
who, liad they aceepted Home Rule s frankiy in 1912 us
they have done in 1921, might be feuring hy this time
amongst the foremost leaders of their countrymen, have
heen obliged to put up witk sufferings of their own which,
although immeasurably fewer thun those of the Cathelics
of the North, are none the Jess cruel and detestable.  Pray
Heaven that certain abominations of the Civil War of 1922,
from the responsibility for which neither side 1s free, may
not finish by creating and perpetuating a Republican Min-
ority still move dangercusly discontented! TUntil some wav
can be found out of these complexities it would be wicked
4o flatter Tangland into the delusion that she will not still
be pursued and haunted by the disaflection of an Irlanda
Irredenda.

For all that, there is ne more reassuring proof of the
predigious advances made by the Irish Cause than the diffi-
culty of petting the Republican youth to foerm a teleraut
estimute of the amazing powers and bberties which the
Treuty. with all its hmitations, dees indisputably embady.
Its one vrganic viee 168 nod so much the fault of ihe Sinn
Fein negotiators as of the Hihernian negotiators who pre-
ceded them and fettered their hawds. 14 cannot be hevend
the cumpass of an enlightened putriotism 1o find a happy
solution of these difficulties within the country and hetween
the two countries, and that net by the rude hand of armed
Revolution, but by unwearving good humor and by & wag-
nanimity lowards minorities that will toke no vrehuffs,

But three things seem to my poor vision to he essential
things: (1Y The old “loyalist” minority, inside and outside
the Six Counties, must have their apprehensions allaved in
that spirit of conciliatory tenderness, allied with quiet firm-
ness of purpose, of which the nominatiens to the Free State
Sennte have given a substantial guarantee. (9) Lave of

Irejand must neot be confounded with an insane hatred of |

England—the England of actual life. There must Le 2
generous rccognition of the extent to which the masses of
the British people have come to a deep heart on the suhject
of their relations with Ireland. Sclf-interest, no less than
our finer instinets, counsels us to understaud and appre-
cizte the stipreme fact that nothing short of some intoler-
able aggression on our oww part will heticeforth tempt the
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honest common people of Britain ta undertake the armed
reconquest of Ireland. (3) Before and abave every other
consideration whatscever, | woull place the condition that
means must be fownd of reconciling and restering cood
comrviadoship among those portions of (e twe armies of
the Civil War who were comrades in 2 nabler war up to
the Truce of July 11. 1921, Nabody iy more actutely sen-
sihle than I hew treing to their elders often cuough are
those Roepubliean youngsters who, in {heir passionate devo-
tion to the sonl of Treland, are ant s forget that there is
alzo a body of Trefand which has some richis in the part-
nership. It is Tourpgudnief s everlasting ir“nnmnlihilitv of
“Fathers and Sons”—of the grevhesds who connot liely
knowing and the adolescents who need nothing but faith in
their own hright imaginings. Nevertheless, fortunate iy
the nation the worst reproach af whose vouth iy the excoss
of spirituality and self-renunsiation which impelled them,
i the face of & terrorism that made the slrong men stageer,
o plnck up the Irish Canse out of the pit of corruption
and disaster into which the “Cuoustitutional” politicians,
Trish and British, had sunk it, Unnatural, indeed, wonld
be the [rishman who would net sufler injuries at their
haunds in silence—who would not extend an infinite indnl-
gence eve

rather than find anyv comfort
m seeing the voung founders of our libertivs hunted down
aud put to death, cr tradueed as the seum of the carth, by
their own ungrateful countrymen,.

It ig too scon to say more with any confidence, excopting
this: Amidst the gloom which Laugs over our countey as
heavily ae a fum,ral pall, while these poges are written,
there shines forth one consolation of fmmortal efficacy
can never permanently lase anvihing we have won {and we
have won many and marveilons thingsy: and whatever re-
mains wijl of a eortainty he added untn ne—it mar e
throuph the mediation of the League of Nations. in whose
counci] hoard Trelawd will now have free acers . Inoany
case. we max nray, through any new reconrse ta the harbari-
ties of armed Revolntion, Imt throneh the wise exercise of
the powers which the Revolution was mecded in arder {n
place within our reacli, For which reason, however onr
hearts arve saddened by the smoking monumonts 2!l around
us of the existing war of fratricides, the story of the earlier
end united strugele of the nre-Truce days will for centuries
still in the womb of time kindle in the soul of Ireland a
pride in her voung men and an uncouguerable faith that
what thex did hichly and helily then, they will he found
capable of deing again at need, se long as the ovean hreaks -
against our irremevahle landmarks as & Nation.

(T'o be continued.}
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ASHEBURTON NOTES
(From our own correspondent.)
. March 19.

The names of Miss MeIntosh, who contributed o dance,
and Miss MceGrath o song, at Fasher Price’s welcome home
at Methven, on the 29th ult., were inadvertenily omitted
irow tAshburton Notes™ of the Tth inst.

The quarterly Conrrmnion of membors of the Hibernian
Soriely tool place ou Sunday, the 16ih just., when quite
a large body in regalin sppreached the FHoly Table,

Holy: Mass was celehrated om hoth St Paifek’s Day
and the Feast of St Joeseph (Woednesday, 19th ius(.),
Ashborion and also at Hinds.

The fortnightly meeting of St Pateick's hranell (No.
20) of the Hihernian Society was beld on Tuesdad even-
ing kitst, the vice-president (Bro. H. Lennon) presiding. Oue
rew wenther was elected and dustalled by the presiding
ofticer. One brother was dechired on the sick funds.  The
Distriet 1Exceutive forwarded the azendn puper for the
Trienmel Moveable Mesting to he held ui Westport in
Mav, ard the discussion en swme. togetheor with the an-
pointmenut of a delegate to represent the branch were held
over till mext meeting. )

There passed away in Ashburton on Wednesday, the
18th inst., o highly resaccted resident of Dromcre, in the
person of Mrs. Anthony Crowe. Since coming to Dromore,
17 wenrs ago, she had charge of the local post office, and
had wan the esteem of a large cirele of friends. The de-
ceased lady was attended during her illness hy the Rev.
Father Brown, and died fortified by all the rites of Holy
Chureh. . To her husband, six sons, and three daughters
much sympathy is extonded.—R.I. P
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