Taorassay, Fesnvary 28, 1924,

ESSAGE OF POPE LEOQ XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
¥ SPe'ra(mt Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet,
dpostolica Benedictione confortati, Religionis el Justitios
causam promovere peT vias Veritalis et Pacis.

Die 4 Aprilia, 1900. LEO X_IU., P._M-

" TraneraTION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let
¢he Directors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cavass of Religion and Justice by
the ﬁa'gzloj‘ T'r;‘t:s and Peaaes. Cln Prir Paee
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ARCHBISHOP REDWOOD'S GOLDEN
EPISCOPAL JUBILEE
6T ¥ RANCIS AMary Redwood was born on the Tixall

cstate, Staffordshire, in the year 1839, ﬂe
eame to New Zealand with his parents in

1842, He was ordained priest at Maynooth
in 1865 ; was consecrated Bishop of Wellington
by Cardinal Manning, in 1874; became Arch-
bishop of that Sce and AMetropolitan of New
- Zealand 1n 1887; und 1= still happily 1'1lling
his vast diocese in this vear of grace, 1924; when we, hia
spiritual children, are joined hy his epis(-m_]%l. hrethren
in this Dominion, in Australia, and in the Puacific lslands,
in celebrating his Golden Kpiscopal Jubilea.  To wnark this
unique occasion in the TQistory of the Catholic Church
under the Soutliern Cross, twenty-three arvchbishops and
bishops, including the Apostolic Delegate, assomh.led at
Wellingtan this week, while from cvery divcese in the
Dominion, and from inauy in Australia, there have also
come members of religious orders and representatives of the

secular clergy and delegates from various Catholic guilds

and societics, who all regard it as a great privilege to be
able to participate in the wonderful dewoustrations of
reverence and esteem organised to honor our venerable
Metropolitan.

»

In another part of this issue we liave published for
the benefit of our readers at home and aliroad the fascinat-
ing sketches that tell in his Grace’s own words the story
of his early life, of his miraculous vocation, and of his
singularly successful career as a sludent in Frauce and as
a professor in a college in the Island of Saints and Scholars.
We have reproduced also the account given in a Lendon
paper, fifty years ago, of his consecration, and of the
speeches which on that oceasion Fforetold the future preat-
ness of the young Bishop of Wellington. Other articles
in this issue are eloquent of his place in the affections
of hie own priests and people, and of the special claims
ta gratitude and admiration which his splendid services
for their fatherland have established in the hearts of the
sons and daughters of St. Patrick. The nerfect organisa-
tion of the vast archdiocese which cxtends fram Westport
to Wairca and from the Mokan River to Katkoura; the
churches and schools and religious and charitable institu-
tions in the populous parishes of that wide territory; the
thriving collegs in Wellington and the Aourishing seminary
at Greenmeadows; and numerous ecclesiastical butldings
in Christchurch diocese, once part of his See, are all
substantial monuments to his apostolic zeal, his wise ad-
ministration, and his pastoral care for the best interests
of the flock committed to his charge. All these are lasting
proofs of the extraordinary development of the Catholic
Church under his rule for the past fifty years; and they
all represent labors given unstintedly for the honor and
glory of God and blessed with wonderful fruitfulness by
Divine' Providence through the passing years. Of that
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development and of those labors historians of the Church
in these islands will tell in due time, for the edification
of future generations; but we cannot help recailing them
with pride and admiration on such an oeccasion as this,
for they are the sheaves with which Lo stands richly
laden in the presence of all who hasten to honor him this
woek. Hardly less striking evidence of his yreatness is
found in the presence of the prelates who have come from
afar to add greater splendor and dignity to his Jubilee,
while the special distinetion accorded to him by the Holy
Father wili he the crown of his glory and of his conselation
in this memorable week of his life. From Ireland, where
he studied and taught as a young priest—from green Erin
whom he loves 3o well—preetings come to him straight from
the hearts of the friends who remember him there; from
France, where he spent the years of study and prayer that
laid the foundations of his success as a bishop, come mes-
sages of esteem and affection; from England, his own
native land; from America, where he has always had a
warm corner in the hearts of many bishops, past and pre-
sent, congratulations pour in upon him; and from many
an altar all over the world Masses and prayers will aseend
to Heaven for the good ostate of our heloved Jubilarian,
the Grand Old Man of the Church in the Sonthern Hemi-
sphere, We thank God that in spite of his-are he is stil]
hale and hearty, and we pray that the Tord may preserve
him and profong his life and make him blessed amongst s
for many vears io come.

-

One iy tempted to dwell on many phases of his carecr
aml avenues of reminiscence Dpen on
teniplate his venerahle fignre. Bui we uare combelled to
vurb enr imelination to speak of hix wehievenents; or to
recall hia friendships with such men a. Cardinal Gibbons
and Arehbishop [reland: or 1o (Jisge Uil beantiful pift
of eloyuence which made him the Chrysostom of Austral.

%45 or {o admire that schoiarship. thatl hroaduess of vision,
that vivid memory,

all sides as we con-

which are all mauifest even in his
ordivary conversation; or to linger on lig strong, simple
faith and childlike devotion: or on thosoe qualities of head
and heart which have endeared him to all his friends and
made him the idol of his flock. OFf 4] these phases, too.
in the proper time eloguent tongies will speak and gifted
peus will write, giving expression to feelings which are
universal throughout the archdiocese and far beyond ity
boundaries, Bpeaking for ourselves nnd for
we cannot, however, vefrain from taking this oceasion to
lay at his feet our whole-hearted homage, for no man lving
has dons more for the New Zealand Tablet than Archbishoﬁ
Redwood, and no man kiows hetier than itg Tditor what
4 staunch and firm friend he has been to Bishop Moran s
papsr. Thus we have g Very sperial re
the honor done to our champion and |,
are confident that we voice the  cordiat sentiments of
directors and sta# and subseribers when we pray that Qod
may bestow on our Metropolitan 11y choicest graces, in full
measurs and overflowing, and continue to hless
AMONZ us as he moves in his ripe age and i
the western slepe of life tawards the
ing the faithful servant whose talents
20 glorioualy. And, notwithstanding his cighiy-five vears
all New Zealand will join us in wishing the : 2 ,
enthusiastie Ad Multos Annos.
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HELD OvVER

Our reports of the observances wnd sermon at St. Mary
of the Angels’ Church, on Sunday evening, also the chil-
dren’s demonstration on Wednesday afternocon, and con-
versazione at the Town Hall on Wednesday night ; together
with address from the Maoris and letters from the N.Z.
University, and Early Settlers’, and Historical Association
of Wellington are unavoidably held over.
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YLOR & SON CATHOLIC UNDERTAKERS & MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS. (Osmatery Tram Btop:
TA Telephone (day and night) 26-073.
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Telegraphio Addresa: ‘“Fayson,” Karer, Wellington.
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