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THE TRUE STORY OF THE DISTRESS CALL.

What do the letters 5.0.8., used by ships at sea as a
distress call, stand for? The answer is given by Jdack
Binns, in the New York Tribune. It s simple, hut in view
of the general aptitude to assign a cutch phrase to any
arbitrary group of letters, a simple answer will not suflice
the average person. In this case, we are told, the letters
‘are associated with the ery Save Our Souls!™ so far us the
public is concerned, while the call C.Q.D., which it super-
seded, meant ““Come Quicl, Danger?” to tie l:l_\‘u}:l!l. Mays
Mr. Binns, as quoted in The Radio 1 erld (New York):-

“As a matter of cold fact, neither of these two phrases
is correct. Unfortunately, it is the truth that both group
of letters were adopted as a matter of expediency, aud
not because of their peculiar susceptibility lo dranalic
interpretation. The original C.Q.D. wax wrrived at ln_\t
the ordinary process of cvolulion 1u the detail wark of
eommunieation, while S.(LS, was au achitrary adoption of

“Wthe first international radio telegraph convention.

“Phe story of the distress call has never heen ade-
auately told, and in view of the lavee muomber of n;uusti(‘ms
that have been raised on Lhe pointg, 1 aim gowng to cuiline
in this article the history of the fnwmous eudls.

“When wireless telegraphy was first placed o comn-
mereial use the ordinary telegraph and cable svstein had
been in operation several years amd had reached o high
state of development.  The operation of the latter svstems
was governed Ly an miernational cenvention \\l?i(-h '11(\1'1'1?(11-
cally laid down rules to meet necessary eperating reguire-
ments.  Among these rules was a serics of double letter
gymbols which were used by operaiors to facilitate the
working of speeial civeuits, and these svmbols invariably

incorporated the letter @ heeause it is ene ol the h_‘g.st used
letters in the alphabet, and in the continental code its dots
and dashes are distinctive.  In these varlous grotps there
was the signal C.Q.  This was used on telegr
more than one glation was on the fioe, and 1 meant that
the operator semding the call wanted overy siation along
the line to dister lu to what he was about ta say,

Now, nmost of Lhese operating syehels were adopled by

p lies where

Mareonl’s new eompany when v begmm commaereial opera-
tion at sea in the yeur 10620 The call C.Q. par
adupted itsell to wireless wse, beeause any ship hearing the
call would answer wmd thus ostablish connmnneation with
the ship wmaking the calll

“As the system graduadly developed Lhere were 2 nion-

ticularly

ber of miner emergency eatls made and i was quickly
observed that the enll C.QL was nol of suflicient distimetion
for emergency purposes.  Ax o resull ol tese oxperiences,
the following general order; kuown as “Civenlar Ne. 57,
wag issued hy the Marconr Compuany an Jaiuary 7, 104 —

“i 1t has been brought to owr notice ihai the call
C.AQ. (all stations), while being sutistactory for general
purposes, does not sufliciently express the urgency required
in a signal of distress.

¢ ¢ Therefore, on and after Fehruary 1, 150, the eall
to be given by ships in distress or in any oihier way re-
quiring assistance, shall be “C.Q.D.7

+ ¢ *This signal must on no aecount be wsed exeept by

order of the captain of the ship in distress ov other vessels
or stutions transiniiting the signal on account oi the ship
in distress.

¢ AN stations must recognise the urpency of thiy eall
and make every effort to establish salistactory communiea-
tion with the least pessible delay. )

€4 Any misuse of the eall will result in instant <dis-
missal of the person improperly cmploving it

“This is the exact wording of the famous coneral order
as issued. The original is new framed, and exhibited as
part of the important archives of the Marconi Cumpany.
It was superséfled in Julv, 1908, by ike adeption of the
call, 8.0.8., ag a distress signal by the International Badio-
Telegraphic Convention.

“The call 8.0.8. is purely arhitrary in ils gronping of
letters, and was chosen hecause of the unusual combina-

“tions of dots and dashes which make it distinctive ubove

all other calls. It consists of three dots, space, three dashes,
space and three more dots.™
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The Gunpowder Plot
An article on “Father Henry Garret and the Cun-
powder Plot” in the Birmingham Weekly Post (November

3} may be recommended as a model of understateinent ang
suppression : it succeeds in conveying an entively false im-

Pression with the minitmum of direet falschood. The author
briefly describes the evidence against Father Gainet in
sueh o way that one ean receive ne other iden than that tho

desnit failier, after impartial irial, was reluctanily lound

cuilly by a nobly tolerant jury. But note the actinl
evidence :

“He was a close friend of Robert Cateshy, Fhonas
Winter, and the Greenway before mentioned—-three of 1he

nost prominent fignres in the consprracy. [ Ineidentaly
Father Greenway was not a {igure, prominen

] toor atherwise,
i the conspiracy.]

- - Me was imvlicated iy the
mission of Guido Wawkes into Flanders aboub Kaster, 1605,

But as the mission in guestion had nothing whatever
to do with the plot, the mention just here scems searcely
relevant,  That, then, is the evidence fhat Wather Garne
was a friend of the eriminals, and had previously enn-
curred in the sending of ene of them on a quite Llnmeless
crrand. Add (o that that he was a Catholic pricsi ot g
time wien that was treason, und you have all that eouil
he hrought neainst him.

There are, however, two further poinls in ihe arlicle:

“At Father Gavuet's trial, Lord Salishury fold him
that * all his defence wa simple negation.’ o

In other words, he pleaded “not mmlty,?

1t is a prineiple of British law that the proseention
must prove its charges; here the prosecution with binod
barbarity threw the onug of proof on to the acrused.

The second point Jeaves one easping.

“When the Lords Commissioners were satisfied that no
Turther evidence conld he ebtained for him, the warring
for his excrntion was sigmed.” (Hulies ours.)

This picture of the Commissioners doing 1heir hesd Lo
find evidence on hehalf of the unlortunate priest i neal
hut what really took plaee was {orfure, ihe interveptine
of Ietters and the utterly lsathsome plam by whicly wera
sverheard conversationg hetween Father Garnet and anether
mriest, 1o say wothing of the lies 1old by the Deans of
Westminster and 86, Paul’s in order te trivk admissions
from him. Al thie section of the Weelly Post arbiele
seems contemptible in the exiromo, As o summary com-
ment it need simply he said that all historians agree that
thongh Father Garnet knew of the plot through the con-
iessional, he had done his hest Lo prevent 1f.

The second part of the article is of lose importancs
partly  beeause the matler treated is less  interesting,
partly heeause the author does not show the same skill in
avolling dircet wntruth. e tells the story of “‘Father
Garnet’s Straw”—a picce of straw which had touched the
murdered priest’s head, and on whick lis likoness 1s said
to have appeared. With the truth of the story we are
not coneerned, and it is impessible 1o attain any certainty
about 1t at this distance of time, bhut the writer proves
nothing by ealling it “‘ridiculous” and “absurd,”’

Afierwards he goes on to By :

“The Privy Council eommissioned Archbishop Daneralt
to make an enquiry into the fable, and prnish ite instiraters

and the fraud was completely oxposed.”

That is an nantruth. The Arehhishep's enquiry (which,
by ihe way, had not the straw beforo it} proved nothing.
All ihat emerged, even recording to our anthor, was
that o certain artist “Delieved it quite possible for an
imposter to have heen responsible for it Burely n very
wild form for a “complete exposure’” to take! And even

more signifieant is the fuct that ne one was punished.
Cutholic Truth,
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Rata Tea Rooms

Wedding, Birthday, and Clrisiening Cakes made to otder. The
Rooms for Dainty Cakes, Wedding Parties catered for. Under
personal supervision of Mirs. Pirani, Proprietress, ESERSQN ST.
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