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How Catholic England Celebrated Christmas

Outside the “great solemn abbeys”—as the great mon-
astic houses were described by the plundering commissioners
of Henry VIII.—Christmas for the average lay Cathaolie
Thegins with the Midnight Mass of Clrislmas Fve. But
acimally the first ceremonial act of Christmas takes place
arany hours before midnight, at Prime on the worning of

*Christmas Eve, when the monastics, vested in rich copes
and accompanied with lighted tapers and smoking censers,
gather round the great lectern that stands in the middie of
their chapter house for the solemn chunting of the Christ-
fas Martyrology, which is always read a day in advance.

It iz a wonderful roll of dates and events, this Christ-
mas Martyrology., Tt begins with the Creation of the
World, and it fraverses in the mast thrilling and colorfnl
terms all the greatest happenings i the progress and de-
velopment of mankind., Strict purists in chronology might
query some of the dates; only a heretic would question the
facts. And these events, with 1he numbering of the vears
“that have passed, pass in rapid suecession with an exeite-
ment that gathers force as the preficurings of the Toenrna-
tion draw closer to that eentral fact m (he world’s history.
The Cantor at the lectern chanees his note to a2 higher
tone, and in the midst of his monastic hvethren 1n the
chapter house he cries aloud that: “To-day, in Bethlehem
of Judali, the Word was mude Flesh™  And all 211 on
their knees 1in aucticipatory adovation of the Incaraate
Cliriet.

This is the fivst usheving in of Chric i, whish takes
place in many a monastie honse of Gieal Brilain on the
morning of the Vigil.  And, oniside the abheys wind mon-
astic houses, in the hearvt of Londen at Westiminstor Cathe-
dral the lay folk assist at this eeremeny ae i i eelehratd
in the choir hy the Colloge of Chaploins, Afer this thore
followed ihe peniteniial excrifes of the Viadl,

His Eminence the Cardinal Avehbizhon ventifieated at
the first Vespers of Christinas, and fater, 2l about an loar
before midnight, the deors of the Metrenolitan Caibedrad
were opened Lo admit the faithiul to Mativss which pre-
ceded the Mideicht 3Mass, eciebratedd by Bishon Buil in
the presence of the Cavdinal, al which the Caithedral was
erowded to the doors. Prime on Christmas morniing was
chanted by the chaplains, followed by the Hich Mass of the
Aurgra. Then, later on iv the worming, there was he
Christmas Mass fu Nofiridete Dogind, celebeated by the
Cardinal Archhishop, who was surrennded Ly the whole
Archiepiscapal Curia, with gentlemon-ol-honer and  lay
dignitaries of the Papal Court in attendanee.

Throughout the entire conntry, Fachind and Wales and
Seotland. from our great Cathedral eathedrals and mazni-
ficent abbey churches down to e wewest and poorest of
thé mission churches, there wns practically nol a single
Catholic church or conventual chapel in Great Breitaim wirh-
out its Midnight Mass. Na going ont inte the Tnghways
and hedges here and compelling the people to come fn. ‘the
difficulty was to find room for the vast erowds that would
have overflowed the cliurches heyoud theiv eapucity. and
50 In every case admission to the Midnight Muss was hy
ticket only. Cribs were evervwhere, and one of the most
touching of all these beautiful ceremonies of Christinas was
the carrying of the Bambino from the high altar to the
manger after the High 3Mass of midnight.

But, for romauce, in which Nature unassisted took
the most prominent part, it would have heen necessary to
have spent the festival with the Benedictine monks at their
home on Caldey Island, off the coust of South Wales, The
weather prophets had predicted gales, and their prophecies
came to pass in abundance. Ficree storins blew up from
the Atlantie, their howlings vying with the thundering
crash of hells from the abbey tower.

Cut off from the rest of the world hy raging seay, as
the monks of Caldey were, the ealim dignily of the heauti-
ful ceremonies in their abbey church were the giealest con-
trast imaginable 1o the fierce shrieking of the wind as it
swept across their island, or the dash of the sca spray as
it was flung wildly against the painted windows of the
monastic church, founded on the rock secure amidst the
boiling waves of an angry sea.

Oulside the Church Christianity may have failed, as
some of our modern eritivs declare 1t has.  But the Cath-
olic heart of the country beats true as ever, and the Christ-
mas festival which has just passed has scen the Catholic:
churches more vrowded than ever. Which s incwitable,
stuce teom has to he found somewhere for the ten thousand
or so converts which aré added yeuvly to the Ifaith i
Britam.—atholic News Service.
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In Honor of the Social Reign of Ouc Divine Lord:
APPEAL TO THYE POPE.

Over 341 cardimals, archbishops, hishovns, and saperiors:
peneral of religious Orders bave addressed an appeal to
the [loly Father askine the esiablishment of
Lonor of the Social Reign of Jesny Christ, s appeals
states that so far back as 1899 the same desive was expressed.
By five cardinals, one of whom was the Tuore Pins X
Fighty-nuie archhisheps and hishops of Yaly anl Sonh
Amerien also Joined i Lhie petition. The vgnesd was fa
ably reeerved by Leo XHIL, and transmitted by the Cardinal
Vicar to the Sacred Congregation of Bites. The seme
cpiscopacy ulzo asked the Holy Father for o Mass aml Office
in howor of the Secial Reign of Jesus Cheise The e
of the Socinl Reien of Jesus Christ has been in continual
procress for half a century, and it has been viudied nade
every Torm, from a dectrinal pownl of view oz well as in ils
practical realisations at the International Euchurictie Con-
eress.  Fhe feast was specially petitioned for in three ve-
ports of the Imterbational Euncharistic Congress of Leurdes
held i Juoly, 1914, at which the Papal Lesate prosided, and
180 eardinals, archbishons, and bishops awsisted. e feast,
il estahitched, wonld be an acknewledenient of ithe sacred
and inpreseriplible rights of OQur Divine Losd aver man-
Lind aund a homapge Trom Clristian hearts as woll as o Gost
reparation for ihe apostaey of nations.—ZIrish Outholie.
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MR, TERENCE MAOMHE AUCKLANTD.

There pasied away at the Tlhawes dlosnim] on (he
Bhoinste, a very mueh respeeted and practieal Caibalic,
ti the persen of AMr. Terence Mclabe (writes n corres-
pondent). Mreo MeCabe for some vears was farming at
Turna, and while there was a very active worlker for Uhe
Churel, M lebt for Auckbund o few veers o, ond ore-
cently visited Turna, where he heesane 1110 e was browsht
1o the Thames Hospital about three weeks axo and after
a short illness, borne with Christian fortitude, e passced
awey,  During his fllness he waz attended by Bov, Falher
Dixgtane, who aleo officiated at the graveside. - BT
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MR PETER LOFTUS, WELLINGTON,

Another of the fast-diministiing band of early seitlors.
in the person of Mr. Peter Loftus, passed awayv at his
residence, 26 Qliro Road, Wellington, on Fehroary 1
(wriles a correspondent). The deceased was horn in 1813
at Loughrea, Co. Galway, Ireland, which county he lefl at
an carly age to live for some vears ir Wiz, Lancashire,
Joming the 57th Regiment at (e nge of 36, he served for
a period in the Old Conntry, procceding thenee 1o ludia,
and finally, In 1861, {0 New Zealand. e saw serviee in
the Walkate and Taranaki districtz, sud tock part in {he
storming 6f the pab at Olapaws, Te Npgofo-o-teanan,
and sundry other engagements. Later, when the recimens
was ordercd home he took his discharge. and settled in
Wianwanui in the retail boot husiness, At the re-commence-
ment of hostilities he joined the New Zealand Alilitia, and
served with them Ul the Maori treubic ended.  Retiving
from husiness some years neo, he left Wanganui in 1934,
and took up his residenee 1n Wellingtan. During his last
illness he was attended by the Rev. Fathers Mahony and
Murphy, and died fortified by the last rites of Folv
Church. The funeral took place at Wanganuui, where his
wife, who died some years ago, was laid to rest.  Rev,
Father Outtrim officiated at &t. dary’s Chureh, Wa-
neanui, and at the graveside. An adult family of five sons
and three daughters are left to mourn their loss—R.T.1°.
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