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death of St Johu. The manuscripts of the classics are
numbered by dozens, at most by hundreds; of the Gosnels we
have more thane 12,000 munuseripts, while i the writers of
the first three centuries we find over 19,000 quelations,
enough to reconstroct almost the whole Gospels, it cven
the imanuscripts did not exist.

The thind and lest question; and the evidence iy cone
plete.  Are the men who wrate the documents we now lave
telling the trath?  To koow this we must agnin he assured
obf three things: Were these writers in w posilion Lo know
the luets they relate? Then did they actually know the
facts?  And, lastly. were they wen whoe would tell the
facts as thv,\"s:u\' them? The Aral question is casy. Matihew
speat three years with Chirist s Johin was with Him perliaps

“eéven longer, for he was his cousin and wneighbor; Martk
wag the infimale of SC. Peter, Tauke of 850 Paul, Tuilip,
and Juwes. all contemporaries and eve-witiuesses. Fhey
saw whai they relaie, Tor they were presont, as we know
from = clowd of witnesses, Chiristian awl profane.  Then
by every lest we can apply they were ruthful: the test
Ui‘ seli-lave s they unlesitatingly relate things shaneful 1o
themselves, their loawly hirth, their stupidity and denseness,
their cowardice; imyposlors do oot do that; the test of
hero worship; they present their hero e defoat as wetl os
In Arimuph; the test of death: they were ready 1o div il
did die for the truth of Lheir festimoiy o sincerity ean go
no further.  And afier all i there nat something imherently
ridieuleus in the hypothesis of sonw moderns (hat 1hese

narratives are the wark of Iterary swindlers a1 hundred
years later? This is (o suppo-c that unieiiered men. in
different cireumstances, 10 <lifferent paris of the world,
would happen fo hnacine fonr siories completely serecing
with one another and aceneately descipive of o foreign
and vanished civil

sailion. Some men have cone i this
search with their minds made up beferehand that God ean-
not or decz not work idrcles: they theretore siate that any
narrative which volates that He did worl miracles is necos
sarily undistorical even before they bove esamined wheilhor
It is or voi. Suel wen are no v g pasition o appreciate
the foveseing demonstration.  Bui il they approach it in
the truly eritieal spirii. prepaced o accent loyally the
facts os they are presented in documoenis vraved warthy of
their credence. then i over they adiiited any historieal
facts, they will have Lo admit tese, They earey with them
a mass of textual, historieal, and vevehologioal ovidenee
enjoyed by no other documents of atLignily, seered or pro-
fane. I we were {o exmmine inio ihe reasons why we
aceept the facts nareated iy Taciine, (
dides, or Herodotus, we will find tht
evidence for helieviuge i

Swesar, Tivy, Thues-

we have not half the

wir histories that we have for he-

lieving the Gospels o irue siatementis of higtorical fact.
Sa'as ——

New Church of St. Patrick, Palmerston North

LAYING OF FOUNDATION STONE BY
ARCHBISEOP Rihwoon,

Unpleasant weather prevailed for (he laxing of the
foundation slone of the new churel i StP
o Sulay (savs
perfurmed by

atrick™s parish
Anress anessage). the eeremony heing
Arelibishop Redwawd in ihe preseiee of g
large gathering.  Aftor speedhes e the Mayor (Mr, . L)L
Nathav) and Hev. Father Mae-Manus,

Arehbishop Redwood,
i his address, congratubaied the

pecole of Palmerston North
and the parishioners an the pew cherel, and paid a tributs
to the work of Futher MusManus, who had demonstiated
Eath, couruge, and confidence in his people. The elinreh
would be a lasting manument (o lijs ork, and would serve
to hand dawn the teachiugs of the Saviour of Trath and
Grace. e foresuw a areat Tutore for

Palmerston North,
and predicted that snon it waonld e a eatl

wddral city, Civiji-
sation was drifting back towards paganism. and whed ihat
same it would he worse than the gld paganism.
Archhishop Clune, of Perth, also addressed the zather-
ing.
Archbishop Redwood was presented with a gold trowel
by ithe contractor for the chitrch.  The building will cost
over £30,000, of which over £15,000 35 alreudy in hand.
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L1y Srearixe.—Your letter is to the puint bui we eannob
aceept it as you do not sign your name. The iseren-
ancy between preaching and practice is tdecd ridicn.
lous.  We could give you many other instances. The
most vituperative lotters we ever saw were wrilien hy
# person never done preaching about the smeuiiios of
correspondence.  But, walcwiyue coni dies suo, ns Mar
guading hath it.

Critie.—Your letter denling with the distraction ansedd
by people who come in late for Mass only repeats what
is said time and again by our pastors and preachers,
When you say that even nuns come in late you proh-
ably’ forget that the Sisters have already heard one
or moere Masses during the morning and 1hat ey
gledly snatch dime from their dniies to hear even
i part of as many Masses as possible.

. H.—Please tell your clerieal eritic that oup local cor-
respondents are invariably sclected on the advice or
with the approhation of the local eleray. I they nre
nob the best judges of whe is suitable we do not Lkuow
who are. New Zealand is a wonderful conniry for
destroetive erities who never did and never will 8
zood for anyihing or anyhody.

J. L-—There are several cheap hooks of the kind Tou
want. We ean recommend The Question Bor, Questinns
el Lnswees on the Catholie Chureh, Shord Apseess,
and Ploin Foefs. Tor general principles yon might wel
Feutli of Our Pathers, Catholie Belief, Dr. Bhechan's
Apologelies, or any similar work. Many of the Catl

Truth publieations will also be helpful.
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Catilic Missionory Work in Hawles Bay, N.Z. By Rev.
James Rickson, 8.3 Whitcombe and Tombs, Ftil.
Father Hickson is to be corgratluated on having pro-

vided in this interesting hook an eloguent memorial nf

the apostolic Inhors of the pioneer priests and hrothers nf
the Society of Mary who Ilaid the formdations of the

Chnreh in ilawkes Bay. He has @iven us an ordered and

well-documented narrative of the progress of Catholicity in

that fertile province, from the first missionary  visit in

18311, down to our own day. This slender volume must

have entailed prolonged siundy ard no little rescarch, hut

the gond aceomplished ought to be ample reward for the

Iahor iuvolved in its production. It is a ecareful and

reasoned statement of a truly noble achicvement, aml it

must have = permanent value as a contribution to 1l

history of the Chureh in ihis Deminion.  We cordially to-

commend Father Hickson’s book to all our readers,

The New Hewry Ford, by Allan L. Benson. Angus and

Robertsun, Sydney. Price, 7/6.

In many ways Mr. Ford is the mest famous num in
the world Lo-day.  Besides being a moli-millienaire, he is
spoken of as u probuble President of ihe United States.
What is more than all is that he is a suceessfnl socinl
reformer whe has done much practical work io prove how
the differences hetween eapital and labor might he Dridged,
Mr. Benson’s biography is an authentic study of the char-
acter of this wonderful personality. It is iHlustroted with
fourteen goed pictures, and it rends like a Tomatce,
Bostvevor dnnyal . 1923,

The Adelaide college annual is one of the neatest nmd
mest artistic of its kind that we have scen this vear. The
fine illustrations in sepia, the notes and articles are o
credit to the editors and a sign of the well-being ol the

successful Brothers’ College in the capital of South Aus.
tralia.

After bathing the feet in warm weler, rub in a little

Q-tol, which penetrates and soothes. Excellent for tired
muscles or shin soreness,” :

SCHOOL BOOKS

Schaol Bags, Slatos, Pens,

G A MUN Cases;, lxercises, Scribblets. Drawing Books,
. . eter Tar all Standirds,

Fverything for the Pupils

Ink, Erasers, Rulers, Pencil

Cargill's Corner

Compasses, Sotith Dunedin
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