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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO X11i. TG TEE,h.Z. T'A,BLE'T.
Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet,
Apostolica Benedictione confortati, Religionis et Justitio
cousam promovere per vias Verttatis et Pacis.
Die 5 Aprilis, 1500. LEO X}H., PiM.
Teansvarion.—Fortified by the Aposiolic B!csamq, let
the Directors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue fo promole th;:) cause of KHeligior cnd Justice by
[] Truth gad Peacy.
the ﬁ;’iuoi, 1900. LEOD Fiil., Poga
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TRUE EDUCATION
{5;‘33. X UNIVERSETY professor remarks tat sinee the
: time of ile French Revolution odaeabion hig

Been extended antd ehenpened s the 1'('.~;ullli
that there lns becn o vasr inervase ol sells
confident Ignurance,  Jusl as ihe l’l'mmlurnli
Retormation destroyed thie sonnd etiviceal prin
ciples of politial ceonomy; ihie iFreuch Revolu-

tion swept away the (rue principles Ll’ll‘lll(\
scienve of cdueation, with the all toe vhvious resalts \\'m'jh
Professor Grandgent seathingly deseribes as o T':l:HL m(-r.cﬂw
of self-confident ignorance, e condinues in 1his bt't":u‘u#
and his words are worth weighing: *”\‘U(‘:l-l](l!lllll 'Lr;ulung,
now first i favor, Is surely an escellend llllll.;_‘: 1 ils ?!:IL':‘;
But let us not make the mistuke of (-;rilin.l:: it ‘. v{lll(-n.u‘m.
It should prepare a hoy to sucvcecd in his in‘n;lmjs.\';“ll.nisl_l)-.
ably it will, when it is betier (lv‘t'vlnpa(l.. i:llll; nbll_ll-mj:
no more cducation than is to he ;unultl Irony [.l(i ‘U‘.w‘lll(_»_:
itself. The individuals we have to deal witih are no
mechanics; they are human beings. They 1\:1115‘[ be capable
of living the life of the spirit, of appreciating the good
things in nature, in conduct, and in ul‘L;‘ ‘lhv_y l{lll‘.:l, lfc
able to cope intelligeutly with weighty problems ul; public
utility.”” Clearly what 3s nowadays understood in Il()]l-
Catholic countries by “education’” does not remenmber that
men are human beings, composed of hudy and soul, and
that the soul is the more importanl part of the C()lllpUll-L‘l.ltS.
Plate knew well what modern pagans like owr politieal
experimenters do not know: ‘““An il.lE.{‘“l{_",(‘.ﬂf.-‘ m_un,”. *lato
says, “‘will prize those studies which :-(,\?ault m his so}ll
getting  soberness, rightecusness, aud wisdom, and will
value less the others.”
*

We have mueh to learn From pagans who dicd nearly
two thousand years ago. Let us learn more from Newman,
who probably knew more about the subjecl that any man
in modern times. “Call things by their right names,” he
insists.  “A memory for detail is nol a philosophical or
comprehensive view. Recreations are nol education; ac-
complishments are not education. Do noé say, people must
be educated, when, after all, you only mean amused, re-
freshed, soothed, put into good spirils and good humor,
or kept from vicious excesses, I do not say that such
amusements, such occupations are not a great gain; but

they are net education.” Add to that John Stuart Miil's
warning: “Men may be competent lawyers without general
cducation; but it depends on peneral education to make
them lawyers who demand and are capable of apprehending
principles, instead of merely eramming their memory with
details.”  Education is a thing of the soul; it is not o
cramming of the memory; it deals with principles net with
facts. And, in this connection, remember that it has been
snid with perfect truth that the majority of peeple educated
in this country would imagine they heard a foreign Iangu-
nge if a man spoke to ihem about prineiples: the reason
boing that cdneation in ‘New Zealand—outside of private
schools—has nothing to do with the soul, and is directed
Iy men who are in all likelihood ignorant of the fact that
man has n soul. Materinlism is at the raot of all the
modern mistzkes concerning edueation.  The Protestant
Revolntion made broad the way for the atheistie spirit of
Yollaira and his fellows, and to-day governments, paoliti-
ciaus, professors are all alike blind to ene side of humaun
nature, and that the important side. Men lLave foreotten
the simple truth that God created them to know, love,
and serve Tlim on earth, and afterwards to enjoy Hin in
Aleaven.  Thev have coased to regard themselves as stowardls
who shall ene day vender an aceount for their slewardship,
They have blinded their eves o what i beyond, and they
ook on this dife and the one-sided coneerns i involves as
the end of all. Woalth, position, amusement, Iuxury are
the ideals whivh inspire political economy ; and ednestion
is dirceted by men whese sole religion is the materialist
political economy inspired by such low ideals,
tion is actually a return to barbarism,

conception of human uature,

Henee, cdiea-
Tt degrades ihe
It makes of man o erenture
as low as 1he beast of the field for which femperal woll-
heing is Lhe ond of all things,  And this mistake SPrings
from the material outlook of people who have inherited the
corruption of mind and heart sowed by the Protestant
Reformation and by the French Revolution.  Shorn of e
rhetorie of Ministers of Edueation, modern schools aim: nb
turning out snecesstul men of husiness; while they jealousiy
exelude from theie sphere those cternal principles which
ale at making good men rather than rich men, and

gentlo-
men rather than efficient men,

All this is emphasised once
more by Mr. Sampson—a member of the Departmental

Committer reporting (in 1922) on Eagiish edueation. 1o
SAVE:

“Our present national scheme of education iz 2 failure;
hecause it tends to produce a mentally aver-crammed papn-
Jation, prepared neither for livelihood nor for life

i the
broader sense.

I believe that the recommended in-

terest of teachers in the “seience ’ of edueation nmeans

exeessive concern with the heads of children und no concern
with their spuls.”

There we have, from one who Las seen for himself,

an lonest confession of the rank failure of “education’”
whicl: forgets the souls of the children,

The same con-
fession

wias made twenty-two years ago by the French
experts who declared that education without a religious
basis was only productive of vice and anarchy,

It all comes
hack to the teaching of the little ¢

atechism which impresses
on us all that only by keeping the Ten Commandments and
walking in the footsteps of Christ can we become good
men and women in the whele sense of the

! vord good. Some
time ago a learned writer of a Saturday evening column
in the Dunedin Star spoke of the need of Sunday schools,

while pointing out that the Catholic Church did not take
the same interest in them as the other Churches did. The
Teason is obvious: we Cathalics do not want religion to e
a thing confined to only one day of the seven days of
the weeli: we believe in making it a wholetime subject ;
and our lack of interest in Sunday Schools really means that
our schools are Sunday schools on Monday, Tuesday, Wed-

uesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,

as well ag ogn
Sunday.
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