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Richard O'Neill's two  daughters, Fannie and
Sheila, were two of the pretticst girls in the distriet.
sheila, the younger, was gay, lively, and [ascinating
in her manner; but Fannie was more beautiful, also
wore serious and womanly.  Nince the days of their
childhood Brunk O'llagan and Jim Casey had been
friends and companions of the two sisters, and sue-
ceeding years saw an ever-inercasing iriendship between
them. Botl: givls had a ygreat many admirers, parti-
cularly Fannie, whose lovers were legion; but Frank
O’ Hagan had ever been her ideal, and leld first place
In lier affections.  Unasked and unencouraged, save by
the marked deference with which he always {reated
her, she blushed to acknowledge, even in secret, how

farm would one day bo hers, besides a large sum of
money in the bank, and Frank dreaded that the world
would say, and even Faunie herself might think, that
it was on account of her wealth he wished to make her
liis wife.

Fannie, with mingled feelings of vexation and
pleasuve, undestood why lic would not speak, read all
the pride that was the barrier between bLis comparative
poverty and her wealth; but feeling somewlhat piqued
at his coldness, she tovk a lover’s pleasure in keeping
him in suspense, never doubting but at last his love
for her would gain mastery over his pride, and that he
would one day whisper in her ear the oft-told tale,
But she under-cstimated the strength of Frank’s will-
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mueh she adwived himw, and she was happy in the
thought that Le loved her. Tove had cver been an
unspoken word helween them s but his glad sinile when
Il met her expressed more than mere friendship, and
the tome of Lis voice as le addressed her had a signifi-
cant terderness that told as plainly as words the true
slate of lis feelings towards her. Yel he fancied his
socret well kept, wd reframed from giving utterance
to the love that was like a steady flame in his soul,
because his prospeets were not settled. 1T was the
youngest son of a large familv, and was, practically
sneaking, penuiless: while, on the other hand, Faunnie
was an leiress in a small way. Her father’'s extensive

power.  Though ever in dread lest some rich suitor
might step in and carry off the prize he so mueh longed
to pussess, he had made a resolution net t¢ make men-
tion of his love to Faunie until there came a change in
hig fortunes.

Matlers stood thus, when a short time Dbefore
Christmis an incident occurred that materially changed
all things for him—clhianged his calm, uneventful, but
withal lappy existence, for a life of trouble, and well-
mgh brought ruin to them all. A frost had set inm,
aceompanied by a slight fall of snow, and Frank, who
was o devotee of all cut-door sports, was returning
after spending the day, with dog and guu, on Altmore



