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irish News

GENERAL.

The death oceurred on August 29, at his residence,
The Spa, Tralee, of Rev. Danial O'Keefe, P.P., at the
age of 72 years. The deceased, who was a native of
Dromtariff, County Cork, was ordained in 1869, and
had his first curacy in Tralee. He was parish priest
at The Spa for nearly a quarter of a century, uniil
failing health compelled himn to retive from the mission
about seven years ago.

At a meeting held in Carndonagh for the purpose
of protesting against the recent outrages in Derry,
Rev. P. O’'Doherty, P.P. who presided, strongly con-
demned the action of the Orange demonstrators in that
city. Fow, he asked, were the Derry Catholics ex-
pected to endure the degrading celebrations of an in-
solent majority? On the last four occasions of such
celebrations men of the highest standing had given
sworn testimony that those cclebrations would, one
day, end in terrible bloodshed.

While attending Mass at the Friary Church, Kil-
kenny, on August 26, Mr. Smithwick, formerly mem-
ber of Parliament for the city, had a sudden seizure
from which he never railied. MWis death, whieh tock
place on the following day, cast a gloem over the dis-
trict, with which: he was so long associated, and in
which his unobtrusive charity made lhim numerous
friends and admirers.

Within the last few years the total abstinence
movement in Ireland has made great headway through-
out the country, chiefly through the continuous mis-
sionary appeals of the Franciscan Capuchin Fathers,
who have heen specially deputed by the Irish Hier-
archy to underiake the great all-Ireland temperance
campaign. A very important development has now
taken place which should place the movement on a
still firtner basis. Next year the first Irish National
TFotal Abstinence Congress will be held in Dublin, and
the project has received the approval of the Arch-
bishops and Bishops of Ireland. A representative ot-
ganising committco has been formed, and at its recent
meeting the Very Rev. P. Cofley, ’L.D., Maynooth,
presided.

On the occasion of his departure {from St. Augus-
tine’s, Galway, the Very Rev. D. A. Crotty, 0.8.4.,
who {or some years was Prior of the local community,
and who was leld in much esteem for his zealous
labars, was made the recipient of an illuminated ad-
dress, a number of books, and a hicyele. Through the
endeavers of Father Crotty St. Augustine’s Hall was
erected, and much-needed improvemenls were carried
out in the church. Mr., Martin McDoragh, County
Councillor, presided at the ceremony, his tribute to
Father Crotly being supperted by the Very Rev. Father
Travers, Very Rev. Father Brophy, Mr. P. O0’Gorman,
and others. In his reply Father Crotty said it was
easy for-a priest Lo be zealous with a grateful and
generous people.

CARSON’S REPUBLIC.

In a recent issue Truth says:—'T am interested
to learn that the Ulster Unionist Commissioners have
completed the provisional constitution for that favored
province. The Republic can be started within an
hour, and with luck it should last for an equal period.
I can well understand that a good many loyal persens
will receive salaries under the new vegime, bub I should
like still to know where the money is fo come from.
Does the Republic underteke responsibility for old-
age pensions! And what aboub cducation, which in
oppressed Ireland is supported entirely by British sub-
sidies? Does Belfast under a Republic want a school
rate? Another point that troubles me is the delivery
of letters. Clearly there can be no dealing in the
King’s dominions with missives bearing a revolutionary
stamp and postmark. All these perplexities have, I
am sure, been worked out by the Carson Commissioners,
and as Mr. F. E. Smith has been called in to give

-were scattered and Droken.

counsel’s opinion, we ought to have full information
when that statesman resumes his oratorical career on
the ‘English platiorm.’ ‘

Killarney House, the seat of Lord Kenmare, was
almost totally destroyed by fire on Sunday, August
3l. The fire appears to have started in a room on the
top floor of the right wing of the building. The out-
break was discovered by a manservant at b o'clock, and
he immediately communicated with Lord Castlerosse,
who informed Lord Kenmare, and the alarm was given
to the police. Within twenty minutes all the avail-
able men, under District-Inspector Cheeseman, were
on the spot, and by this time a large part of the right
wing was burning. The water supply was insufficient,
and there were further difficulties owing to the local
hose fittings not coupling with those of the private
water supply. The flames soon obtained a firm hold,
and a great part of the house was in ruins by the after-
noon. Valuable works of art of a portable nature, in-
cluding family portraits, plate, light furniture, and
books, as well as the works of foreign artists, forming
the furniture of the chapel, were saved, but the prin-
cipal furniture, {apestries, and the collection of china
were desbroyed. The building of the house was begun
in 1873 and completed in 1881. Tt was Elizabsthan in
style, and formed one of the beauties of Killarney
which tourists never failed to wvisit. The building
originally cost £200,000. The family were 1n residence,
and Lord Kenmare, Lord Castlerosse, the Hon. Der-
mot Browne, and the Hon. Gerald and Lady Dorothy
Browne took part in the work of salvage, in which they
were assisted by the police and people of the district.
King HEdward, when Prince of Wales, and King
George, when Duke of York, were entertained by the
late Lord Kenmare at Killarney House. The total
damage will probably amount to £400,000.

MR. DILLON, M.P., ON LANDLORDISM.,

Mr. John Dillon, M.P., on Sunday, August 31,
unvelled a Celtic Cress in memory of two men who lost
their lives at Monasteraden during the Land League
moeetings in 1881, Te said it was a patriotic and
praiseworthy thought for the Nationalists of this dis-
trict to erect the monument which he had unveiled to.
the memory of those men who fell in the days of the
Land League movement—that movement which had
since proved so rich in blessings to the people 6f Tre-
land, who then suflered from the rack-renting land-
lordism which for three centuries lay like a withering
blight on $he homes of the Irish race. When he re.
ceived the invitation to unveil that monument a flood
of memories rushed into his mind, and he lived over
again some of {he lLeroic days when men had carried
their lives in their hands. The movement found sup--
port across the Atlantic in the United  States and
Canadz and other countries where Irishmen were
living. The children of Ireland rallied round the
cause and carried it to vietory. The landiords were
declaring now that they were all for land purchase..
Those gentlemen used to say that they were the
guardians of England’s interests in Ireland, and that
no price would ever indnece them to sell their land,,
but their attitude had changed. Some of them now
said that they were going to defy the King's troops.
It was rather embarrassing to old Nationalists like him.
self that only they were at present the loyal party,
and that thoe landlords were the rebels. Until the
landlords’ system was killed it was impossible to make
& heginning with the prosperity of Ireland, a pros-
perity which the people were beginning to  enjoy.
Other national movements had preceded the Land
League, but they all failed, and the men who led them
Some of them went to the
gallows; others went into exile; Dbut the men who
engaged in the Land League were never beaten. Why
had not their predecessors succeeded ? Because it was
impossible to free the country until the land was freed
first. It was impossible to get control of the govern-
ment of the country until the dead hand of land-
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