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Science Sittings
By * Volt.’

Blasting With Water.
Herr Carl Meissner a German mining official, has

devised a method of blasting coal by means of water
instead lof powder that may greatly diminish the
frequency, of mining disasters. According to the
Journal of the American Medical Association, the
apparatus consists of a long nozzle that fits exactly into
the hole bored by the miners for the insertion of
powder. The injection of a few quarts of water drives
out the. gas in the coal, and then the injection of a
little more water cracks and breaks the coal, so that
a blow of the pick brings it down. The new method
is extensively used in Germany, ;and several mine
owners in the United States and in Canada are said to
have adopted it with success.

Substitute for Marble.
A citizen of Reichenberg, Bohemia, has invented

a process for producing a substitute for all classes of
marble, including the most highly prized Italian,
Egyptian, and Salzburg marbles. The claim is made
that this product is superior to genuine marble, being
stronger, more substantial, and less liable to crack or
damage, and that especially in working, boring, or in
installation work the danger of injury is much less than
with real marble, while it costs only one-third as much.
This artificial marble is made partly by hand and
partly by machine. The cutting and polishing is done
by machinery, the process being already, in operation
in Vienna, Berlin, Mannheim, and Hamburg.

Expensive Articles.
Saffron would strike an ordinary observer as de-

cidedly expensive at fifty-six shillings a pound until
told that it is composed of the central small portions
only of the flowers of the crocus, 70,000 of which it
takes to yield the material for one pound. Otto of roses
sells at an exorbitant price per pound, and it takes
10,000 pounds — nearly five tons—of roses to obtain
one pound of the oil. Aconitine, extracted from the
root of the monkshood, is said to be the very strongest
poison extant, the dose being one six-hundredth of a
grain. It is sold at the rate of £27 per ounce The
musk of the Asiatic deer, at £6 to £7 per ounce, must
be a prize to the wily hunter. In some of the tropical
seas a floating, sweet-smelling mass of ambergris is
met with, worth £5 10s per ounce, or £BB per pound,
in the market. This ambergris is said to be the
‘ diseased biliary product ’ of the whale. Another
peculiar animal product in use as a drug is a solution
of the pure venom of the rattlesnake, given occasionally
in malignant scarlet fever.

The Gas Industry.
Lecturing before the members of the Institute of

Chemistry at London University College on ‘ Chemistry
on Gas Works,’ W. J. A. Butterfield said the require-
ments of a public gas supply at the -present day were
that the gas should supply the greatest number of
heat units at the lowest cost that it should not have
a strong smell, should give a flame having some natural
luminosity, and should not yield on combustion pro-ducts harmful to life and destructive to property. Deal-
ing with the rapid growth of the gas industry, he gavethe world’s production of town gas in 1912 as
620,000,000,000 cubic feet, in the manufacture of which
about 60,000,000 tons of coal had to be consumed,
while 30,000,000 tons of gas coke, about 3,000,000 tons
of tar, and the equivalent of 550,000 tons of sulphateof ammonia would be produced. The estimated annual
consumption of gas per head of the population in the
world’s chief capital cities showed that London still
headed the list with over 8000 cubic feet, as comparedwith 6000 cubic feet in Amsterdam, Berlin, New York,and Paris. This, increase in gas consumption was dueto its greater use for heating purposes, and although
it was not to be expected that the same rate of in-
crease would be continued, there was little' doubt that

by 1920 in all the capital' cities of the world the con-
sumption would be about 10,000 cubic feet per annum
per head. v-

iWHY RHEUMO CURES RHEUMATISM.

SOME INFORMATION FOR THE SUFFERER.

The proof of RHEUMO'S efficacy in cases of Rheu-
matism, Gout, Sciatica, and Lumbago lies in the fact
that hundreds of New Zealanders have personally testi-
fied to its success. There is a reason why RHEUMO
cures where other alleged “remedies” fail, and v the
reason is this Rheumo is solely a specific for uric
troubles—Gout, Rheumatism, Sciatica, and Lumbago,
and it is compounded accordingly. It is not a “cure
all.” Rheumo commences to work at the seat of the
trouble-— acid—and disperses it without interfering
with the normal functions of the body. Thus the blood
becomes purified and rheumatic symptoms cease because
the cause has been removed. After taking RHEUMO
the one-time martyr finds himself once more able to
enjoy life. Here, for example, are a few words from
a letter written by Mr. W. James, for many years
Proprietor of the Terminus Hotel, Christchurch—
sufferer for 14 years:—“l tried almost every remedy
suggested, but with little relief. About three years
ago I tried Rheumo and it gave me the greatest satis-
faction.”

All Chemists and Stores, 2/6 and 4/6.

Of what use are all your devotions if they do not
aid you to overcome your prejudices and passions?

Homes Made Happy
BY

Holmes and Sons
130-132 HIGH ST., CHRISTCHURCH,
COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS,

AND

STAFFORD ST., TIMARU.

We carry the largest and best. assorted Stock
■of Iron Bedsteads in the Dominion, and can
supply them in any color, mounted in BRASS
or NICKEL.

We manufacture all our own Bedding and
guarantee it to be made from the best materials
procurable. ...

OUR FURNITURE is made by experi-
enced workmen and we guarantee every article.
We hold a large Stock of LINOLEUMS,
BLANKETS, HEARTH RUGS, CARPET
SQUARES and RUNNERS.

People contemplating furnishing should
pay a visit to—

Holtnes aqd Sons’
Establishmerits.

High Street, and Christchurch,
Stafford Street, Timaru.

BY

AND

Hollies arid Sons’

J. & R, HEWITT EVIOLIN MAKERS & REPAIRERS, 47 Elliott Street, Auckland,
in Stock Violins, Violas, and Instruments.. Specialist* in Violi*

Repairs to all kinds of Stringed Violoncellos* Violin* from j£l “i


