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OBITUARY
MR. RICHARD STACK, LEVIN.

We regret to record the death of Mr. Richard
Stack, of Levin, who passed away at the Otaki Hospital
from an attack of pleurisy. ,He received the last rites
of the Church from Rev. Father Henry of Otaki. The
deceased, who was 59 years of age, was a native of
Rathkenny, Co. Kerry, and unmarried.—R.l.P.

MRS. O'SHEA, LOWER HUTT.
There passed away at Lower Hutt on August 13,

after a long and painful illness, Mrs. Mary Gertrude
Ruth O'Shea. Born at Bury St. Edmunds, England,
in 1861, she arrived in New Zealand in 1881. Since
then she resided at Lower Hutt. A convert to the faith,
her life was one of devotion to the Church and her
home. Her kind and generous nature endeared her to
all who had the pleasure of knowing her. Widespread
regret was felt here when her death was announced.
The interment was a private one. Very Rev. Dean
Lane,' assisted by Rev. FatherWalshe, officiated at the
graveside. Six members of the Hibernian Society acted
as pall-bearers. The deceased lady leaves one son and
two daughters to mourn their loss.R.I.P.

REV. FATHER SCHNEIDER, S.M., MAKOGAI.
A sad fatality occurred on Monday, June 30,

when the Rev. Father Schneider, who was on his usual
trip to the. Leper Island, Makogai, was drowned by.
the upsetting of the boat he was in. It appears, by
what we learn (says the Polynesian Gazette, Levuka),
that the Rev. Father usually paid a weekly visit to the
island, and on,this occasion he left Cawaci at 8.30 a.m.,
accompanied by three natives. The weather on the
return journey was very squally, and,"when about two
or three miles "off the Island of Makogai, a squall struck
the boat, which was overturned, and the Rev. Father
was not again seen, despite every effort on the part
of the natives to find the priest. The accident was
noticed by the residents on the island, who immediately
went to the rescue in a small punt, and saved the
crew. Dr. Hall arrived a few minutes afterwards with
his launch,' and for a long time searched for the body,
but, despite every effort, the body up to the present
has not been founcl. The Rev. Father John Baptist
Schneider was born in the Duchy of Luxemburg on March
15, 1843, and came from Sydney direct to Rotuma in
1880, before the annexation of that island to Britain.
He spent 15 years of his life on that island, and then
came to Fiji, where, with' the exception of two or three
years spent in this group, he returned to Rotuma. He
never left Fiji for 33 years. The Rev. Father was for
the last two years in charge of the Catholic flock on the
Island of Makogai, where he was much beloved by all
who came in contact with him, for his entire devotion
to the poor lepers of that island, whom he used to visit
every Saturday, and return on Monday. There are at
present stationed on the island three European Catholic
Sisters and two native Sisters, who are in charge of the
hospital, and who are consequently greatly distressed
at the loss of the Rev. Father.—R.l.P.

MRS. MARY SLOANE, CHRISTCHURCH.
Very much regret (writes an occasional corres-

pondent) has been occasioned by the death of Mrs.
Mary Sloane, which took place on August 23, at her
residence in Hazeldean road, Christchurch. The de-
ceased, who passed away at the comparatively early
age of 53 years, was the eldest daughter of the late
William Burke, of County Galway. In the early days
of her girlhood she had the happiness of being con-
firmed by the celebrated Archbishop MacHale, well
known to his countrymen as John of Tuam.' After
her arrival in this Dominion, now many years ago, she
married Mr. Hugh Sloane. For a long while she had
not enjoyed good health, but tlrs great trial she bore
with much Christian patience and fortitude. She was
attended in her last illness by the Rev. Father Murphy,
from whose hands she received the last rites of the
Church. Mrs. Sloane,: who was universally respected,

leaves a husband and three children—two sons and one
daughter mourn their loss. Her funeral was
largely attended, and the Rev. Father Murphy, who
celebrated the Requiem Mass in the Cathedral, for the
repose of her soul, officiated at the graveside. De-
ceased was interred in the Linwood public cemetery.—
R.I.P. ‘ '

CORRESPONDENCE

[We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions
expressed by our correspondents.]

THE CONCERT PLATFORM.

TO THE. EDITOR.
Sir, —Your correspondent, Mr. Oakley, has missed

the point in my letter. All Englishmen thoroughly
enjoy listening to an Italian song if sung by an
Italian, but what I protest against is our young
colonials not singing, but making vocal sounds that
convey no meaning to ; either themselves or their
audience. Any one who pretends to understand the
' Colonial-Hytalian' is either a fool or a perverter of
the truth.

Since writing my first letter I was invited to a
concert to hear one of our budding vocalists, and this
young lady's items consisted of four —-No. 1
French, No. 2 German, No. 3 Italian,. No. 4 English.
The young lady performer is a colonial born and bred,
and I personally know that she is ignorant of either
French, German, or Italian. By chance I was accom-
panied,to the concert by a friend (French) and, strange
to say, seated in front of us; was an elderly German.
I am quite ignorant of either French, German, or
Italian, but I had the opportunity of enjoying the
comments of my foreign friends on the absurdity of this
.display of the confusion.of tongues (I can assure you
it was a confusion). There were also two other colonial
performers—a young gentleman and lady who treated
us to-two Anglo-Hytalian items; honestly, the pro-
gramme was a display of ignorance, and I made a
solemn vow on leaving the hall that never again would
I enter a concert room, unless the programme guaran-
teed no colonial ' Anglo-Hytalian,' only the genuine
article, which the ordinary i wood-and-water Joey
understands and appreciates. am, etc., :""-;

A. C. Nottingham.
Halswell, August 26.

FEDERATED CATHOLIC CLUBS, WELLINGTON

(From an occasional correspondent.) ;

At the fortnightly meeting of the executive of the
Federated Catholic Clubs, held on August 22, the fol-
lowing resolution was passed—' That this Executive, on
behalf of the Federated Catholic Clubs of New Zealand,
tenders respectfully to his Grace Archbishop O'Shea
the hearty congratulations of the Federation upon his
consecration as . Coadjutor-Archbishop of Wellington,
and assures his Grace of the loyalty and affection of
Catholic Club members throughout New Zealand, and
of their prayers and wishes that his Grace may be
long spared to discharge,. by the grace of God, the high
and sacred duties of the Episcopate.'

A very lengthy discussion on the proposed publica-
tion of the Catholic, Magazine took place, but the final
decision was left till a future meeting.

The executive intends to inaugurate an entirely
new competition amongst affiliated clubsnamely, a
general knowledge competition. Details will be sent to
the clubs within the next month.

Two new clubsSt. Michael's (Rotorua) and the
Wyndham Catholic Club—were written to, drawing at-
tention to the Federation. ,
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VIOLIN MAKERS & REPAIRERS, 47 Elliott Street, Auckland,
Have in Stock Violins, Violas, and Instruments. Specialist* in Violin

, Repairs to all kinds of Stringed Violoncellos Violins from j£l up
[Awarded Gold and Silver Medals N.&- International Exhibition. 1906-7.


